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The Performance of Tourism and Fieldwork
: Testimony on the isomorphism between tourism research and

fieldwork as revealed by the mobility crisis of Covid-19
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Abstract

The restriction of movement by Covid-19 has not only changed the nature of
the tourist experience, but also the nature of fieldwork. Both transformations
are isomorphic and nested in each other. Contemporary tourism has become
more performance-based, encouraging the participation of the visitor and the
use of all five senses in the process of experience, not just the visual.
Fieldwork is also understood as a practice that does not observe the subject
objectively or from the sidelines, nor does it force the subjectivity shared by
the actors of the subject into the interpretive framework of the researcher, but
rather, it enters into the subjectivity of the actors of the subject and tries to
interpret it by sharing it. Both can be seen as culturally creative performance
practices that focus on the dynamic process of liberating them from sign to
phenomenon.

Moreover, if we consider the possibilities and limitations of post-Covid-19
tourism and fieldwork from this perspective, we can see, on the one hand, a
process of diminishing the richness of the experience of the intercultural world
in both tourism and fieldwork, and, on the other hand, a process of
‘alienation (Verfremdungseffekt)' and discovering new perspectives on close
and similar homogeneous cultures. In addition, if we consider that both of
tourists and fieldworkers are practitioners who participate in the creation of
culture, their awareness and responsibility must be included in the scope of

reflection and practice.
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