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Abstract

This paper examines two perspectives to rethink fieldwork. First, this paper
points out that one of the essential components of fieldwork is the
pending=waiting posture, which is characterized by passivity. It is criticized
the concept of “field” which has been understood as a specific local place or
specific group. This paper argues that visiting and staying in a substantive
space-time is not what defines fieldwork, but that taking a posture of
pending=waiting is what makes research activities and daily acts as
fieldwork. The fact that something may or may not become fieldwork
demolishes both the continuity of fieldwork, which has a definite beginning
and end point, and the given time and space of the field. Secondly, this paper
points out that fieldwork is potentially connected to other research activities
and various behaviors of the researcher. Finally, the importance of stretching
the space-time dimension of the concept of fieldwork is argued. Fieldwork is a
consequence of one's relationship to the other, a specific posture, and
therefore has theoretical potential for a positive reinterpretation of today’s

situation.
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