elmBepiml if A5 < MINIZIERS %
a2 B9 % — 5%

EH AR

Abstract

This paper aims to show the actual cases of modal adverbs’ occurrence in ifclauses in the Corpus
of Contemporary/Historical American English. Some earlier studies indicated that modal
auxiliaries and modal adverbs do not appear in ifclauses (conditional clauses). Other studies
suggested that modal auxiliaries can be used in ifclauses if certain conditions are met. However,
the conditions are not applicable to modal adverbs. Although modal auxiliaries and modal adverbs
can both express the epistemic possibility/certainty of the utterer, modal auxiliaries do not always
convey the speaker’s phrenic attitude only. Additionally, it has been implied that some modal
adverbs, such as perhaps, can occur with ifclauses. The modal adverb perhaps is used to “politely
reduce the impact and urgency of questions and conditions, or convey an apologetic tone” (Quirk
et al. (1985: 620)). However, when it occurs in i£clauses, it does not always seem to express
possibility/certainty or reduce the impact and urgency. This research will give an overview and
discuss the examples to explain the reasons and conditions why some cases allow modal adverbs in

if-clauses.

Keywords : if-clauses, conditional clauses, modal adverbs, modality, hedge

1. LIS

#EIE (modal adverb ; maybe, perhaps 55 ; UL ModADV) 1%, CHEICHN T E2BHI§5 2
EVRTEDL, T00, WEEGH if OMICBL I ENTEXL, L2AL—FT, iffHiHNIC
ModADV % &HERF IV Z N TE RV ESNTEY, BT 1) KBFLBEHICTS
BXEROENTWD, BIZ, EFEZRTH, T A2HHE T i BiPNARET 2 EIF D
WTCoonly DAMCE R, HDWIIHILE LTIRRL T D XEHIZFE %2 <, #1211 Declerk
(1991), {LJII (1991), %24 (1996) %2 R ThH, i HiNIC only DA OREIFAAARE L T 5 611d %
W, AT, i EINICAERT B ModADV OHITh, if DEHIC ModADV 258LIL 5 5l & # %%
T 5

(1) a.Iwould enjoy it if perhaps we might exchange verse again... (COCA MOV 1998)
Uil i g5 FH 92
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b. So close, in fact, that I wonder if perhaps that's where I picked them up. (COCA
ACAD 2016)

(4 ) g i 3

(RFEH, LT LZVERD) KT, THIZEZICL S,)

Corpus of Contemporary American English (LL'F COCA; AFiTlE web iz $89) T if+
ModADV ##iER LT, if RZ DMl ModADV OBIEEIZH LT if + ModADV BIDMHEE ISP L
TEHWERE 2T, HOIAHETIERWY, LA L, Corpus of Historical American English (2L
T COHA; A% T web iz 53) O7— 4% & ACTh 5 & ZOHEILEERINEICH S (COCA/
COHA |2BF 2 HEER Z DRI OV TIE 3HITHRIBT %),

AT, if OEHIC ModADV 238t s (1) & X9 % [SV if ModADV sv] ¥ £ 7I2HD, if
HiMIZAERT 2 ModADV I3 ED L) b DONH L 0x $TBILL, T TOERTHIZE L
LLTEDL IR, RIMT 20058 E TH 5% BREdT 52,

%72, ModADV %I U® &3 2REIF D E IR if Mo B kR L o T
& TH DA, KETIE certainly, surely, probably, maybe, perhaps, possibly % ModADV & L THL
) (Sweet (1891), Poutsma (1928), Curme (1931), Kruisinga (1932), Greenbaum (1969),
Quirk et al. (1985), Biber et al. (1999) and Huddleston and Pullum (2002) %), Greenbaum (1969)
T, HEIFI % adjunct, disjunct, conjunct (Z451F, & 512 disjunct % style disjunct & attitudinal
disjunct I2KHILTHY, Kk TS ModADV I3, attitudinal disjunct (20 SN T W5, i i
2D\ T3, EIZIHE, open conditional, closed conditional %7381V FE G U Tl H ¢
BDHENH LY, WETLIHOGERE T PWECH] 280 T if &5, 4B, ModADV
IZBWTH ifclauses ICBWTH DG B FEEEZIRT S5 2 LA ARFITHB L v,

2. if-EIANIZH (T 5 modal EXDTEH

9, £ HINICBIT S ModADV OARIZOWT, FILoF b &, kI Tw» 5B L4
7% LT ISR T,

Greenbaum (1969: 111), #FH - #5K (1983:159) <Tix, Tt ) WCAOND L5 %, wh
word X if (ZEN S SN (indirect questions) DHIIZBWTIFIZE AL (“most”) @
attitudinal disjunct & [B# 72| (“may not appear”) & XTwb, L2L, INTEARRT
9 ModADV A EEMIEINIC B W TR TH 50131 > & D L3515 %ve TITO
“most”, “may not appear” |2 & > THE/R SN T2 B4 (EEEME CAR L1 %5 ModADV) %5,
perhaps, maybe, certainly, surely T 5 EHFL I N Tz, HEICHERT ESLEND S,

2)
* He asked whether disappointingly they would leave early.
* He explained how fortunately they can leave early.
(Greenbaum (1969: 112); #H713 JESCE Y )
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—7J5C, “Possibly is an intensifier when it collocates with can or could in certain environments.”
(Greenbaum (1969: 148)) & L, #® “certain environments” (ZIZJEI2% T 72 wh- (TED L5 [
PERERIET & i 1PN DL H L E LTS (= 1) L2 L, (4) od. 12 2HPSCTIE,
possibly DALIENZ probably H3HKe % EIELTH A L INTWD 728, probably \Z5GIZZT 72 i HiN
WA L 72 v ModADV T3 0, possibly IZBIF 72 HETI S5,

(3)
a. I asked whether they could possibly leave early.
B SPARBRICB R TE 0 LRITE W)
b. If they can possibly leave early, they will do so.
e PR CMBETENRIESIZZEH)TE7259)

c. *I asked whether they could probably leave early.
d. * If they can probably leave early, they will do so.
(Greenbaum (1969: 148-149); H ARFEFUIHRH] - A (1983) 12X 4 : FHFIZFESGED )

L2L, SCCHEE EINTWDDIE, possibly & can/could DILEIZOWTTHY, /22D
possibly DARALEIZBIBF can & KB leave D TH B 05, AROELENGETH L [SVif
ModADV sv] & [FFNZHIRTE 2 DIFTiE R W3,

if- {iN D ModADV 12D W T ORIENL o N \v—)T, i BiINOEBEEIZ oW TE
Kk & 72 SIS B W CTHIRGERRANE I TH 5 (Sweetser (1990), Dancygier and Sweetser (2005),
EH (2018) %),

Haegeman (2010: 603) i “It has often been observed in the literature that “high” modal
markers, such as expressions of speech act modality (22a), evaluative modality (22b), evidential
modality (22c) and epistemic modality (22d-e), are incompatible with conditional clauses.” & i
RTW5b, LLF (5) a.b. 2, Haegeman (2010: (22d-e)) IZI/RENTWAHHEIZRT,

(5)
a. * If George probably comes, the party will be a disaster.
(Haegeman (2010:603): (22d))
b. * John will do it if he may/must have time.
(Haegeman (2010:603): (22e); Declerck and Depraetere (1995:278) %5 ®5|H)

(5) a. WBWTH FEXTIEDH %7 ModADV @ probably 1& if DIEHETIE% L, if + NP +
probably +V (P) OFENETHN TV 5,

L2L, W2 256108 Th i BINTEIEFEIHW O wbIFTld R v, #l21F,
LNE (1991: 257) Tid, EBIBYE should B3 [H7e % 500 if- BiIfEib T (EFE i §) [
HoWEERL 4w ERHFBEORF b2 T] &L, flZ2ZF w55, ModADV Oflidz
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FonTnansy 5,

HH (2018:3942) T, WESML (content conditional) & #Zik4eth 3 (epistemic conditional)
FNFNIIBWC, i HiINCEMBFAEETE 256025 L Cwb, FTHNESMLTIE,
(BB SRR R o B4, FHlE LT L] i3 LR w] L LTwa (= (6) ab)s
IS L1, Sweetser (1990) 12X > TUT O L I ICHH SN D LML TH Y, BH (2018:
41) TEAERETE 2w I DR | ITHETLE LTV,

“In the epistemic domain, ‘if-then’ conjunction expresses the idea that knowledge of the truth
of the hypothetical premise expressed in the protasis would be a sufficient condition for
concluding the truth of the proposition expressed in the apodosis.”

Sweetser (1990: 114)

BN (2018) 11X, Z OFERRMSMASUIB W TIIFERRM LD BIFIAY o HiPNCHBICERTE S 2
& % Sweetser (1990), Dancygier (1998), %1 (2006, 2014) #FEIZIB L TW5 (= (7) a.b.c)o

(6) [NEZMX]

a. If John must take drugs, I will give him the money for them. [# + 4% (=R)] 7V
(=bLYardEazRIELThE %ol ho7b, RIHIIZOBELHITLH)
(=*HLVa yPELMATVDIENLZ VD520, RIBICEFOBEE2 DT

£9) (LM - R (=E)]
(M (2018:40): (2a-b); as cited to Jenkins (1972: 53); &b Je OFH AGER LB S v )

b. If John may be examined by the doctor tomorrow, I will be eternally grateful. [FF¥"] (=
R)]
(=L Va vDPHHZOERIIBRELTHH-TH I ho72b, IO ETD
BHLFT)
=3 LY a UHPHHEZORBFZZEL TSI LB ko/zh, RAidwo
FCTHREHMLET)
(M (2018:40): (3a-b);Jenkins (1972:177) 75 D51 ;
R R O H ARG T GE D )

(7) [REERM S 3]
a. If it may rain today, we'd better buy rubber boots . (=E)
(GHEMIZZZ22b LNV En)IDes, RitxHbRwe RKELI LIZhb LX)
b. If he might object, Il won't ask him. (=E)

(EA BT HHE NGB NnEVIDRS, HIHGDIZRDIZLTEI))
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c. If John must know the answer, why don’t you ask him? (= E)
(Va U PEZRBRIH o TV RIZENRVE V) DR L, FIZHWTAZLE) ?)
(M (2018:41 (4)-(6); Jenkins (1972:186) 2»5 D5 |H ; #HFIZECHE D )

2o (6), (7) OEBBHE%EHD ModADV ICE &z 720 (BEHE L L CHizBE)S¢72
boEEL) & (8) WRT. (6), (7) X 2ILEBENGET must - > certainly, may/might - > maybe/
perhaps \ZFNZFNEXHZ, WLIZX 5 Tid ModADV % CHAICHY, if Hiz EMioHIcB L %
EXDWREZER 22D (8) O 7T X e3EFHERRA DA ¥ 7+ —< ¥ MIE, Hlr 2 w72
HRVPELITH D,

8

a. If certainly John takes drugs, I will give him the money for them. [ (6) a.]
b. If maybe/perhaps John will be examined by the doctor tomorrow, I will be eternally
grateful. [(6) b.]
c. If maybe/perhaps it rains today, we'd better buy rubber boots. [(7) a.]
d. Maybe/perhaps if it rains today, we'd better buy rubber boots. [ (7) a.]
e. We'd better buy rubber boots if maybe/perhaps it rains today. [ (7) a.]
f. If maybe/perhaps he objects, I won't ask him. [(7) b.]
2. Maybe/perhaps if he objects, I won't ask him. [ (7) b.]
([ MEHIs3 28X F )

K183 (8) OA>T4—<> MABRER

A0T74—=<YF AVTA—=YF ATTFr—= b ATHF—YbF AVTF—<V}

A B C D E
® a - : . . -
®) b. - . . . -
® . - . . . -
® d . . *2 * :
<8) e. * * * * *
® . . . . . -
(8) g. * * *? * *

(8) d. KO¥ (8) g. l22oWT, £ ¥ 7+—<> b CI3, [LHEIZ maybe B35 L, if DNET
37 < B/ maybe D320 T 5B L HIZEED H720%) DS, FAICEIELE L] &2
AV IL7z2e TOHEEBRNTEETO A 7= H 8) #IEXTHDLEHWL, FL
TETDA V7 +—<Y bW [if & maybe Z R (= EE2) kB2 LV] Ll
720 (8)
THhh,
#39,

(8) c-g. DBILIE, WIET 5 (8) OBIXHETRMEIEMHELTH Y, EBBFIIEENE S

ab. 1E, OB (8) ab. BNEFMHLTH Y, EHBFHIFOOIHIEHES ) 7 1
RN ES ) 7 14 Tld Vv, — T, ModADV certainly, maybe \3RIEHE 5 ) 7 4 &
TS ) F AL L2 FEHTH B0, (8) ab. BILE b LEZOND,
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V74 2RTEEELTLERMKL TS, (8) TEXHZ 7 maybe, perhaps H3FBiRINE 5 )
T4 DHRERTOTHIUE, 8) OBEBBE L (8) cg. ® ModADV OFOE &) 7 4 |JAH#E L
B, COMPOLEZNEBEHELELERYZ)THAHA, EBRIZHITFELTH L, Thid—
2IZ (8) DPILTHW LN TS EIBIF A, ERNES Y 7 4 AN [HFPRRINE %
Ta— ] (W (2018:41)) $2@MEXRDLN072LEZ 615, #IH (2018 41) 12 X g,
s (8) DRSS BIT 2 i Hiomicix, [HFEOHE - BEONEMDAFEN T
BY, AT AEHTIE THAKICBI 25 LTFOLYEBERSHETANEIN TS, 2%,
FHWES ) T4 ZFOBENHFH R EDRATVWE 00, ZhSENHFEIZ [HTo%RE - &
ZONE] ZIZETHHRBELZRALLTEY, BHEHOLHEBELZERLTVSE DT TIEE WV,
ModADV (% & OB 2 FOBRE & Fio TR W22D1Z, (8) cg 3IELIC R 2 LM S D,

(8) DFILDOHIZ, B LT (10) OFIL (COCA 55 DFIL (9) % IEICHEEIMEFIL 723 D)
DWW 2 RIS 5 &, BRIV RS S /e,

(9) Ithink it would be prudent if maybe we met and talked. (COCA MOV 2013)

(10) It would be prudent if maybe we met and talked. ((9) % J&IZEEFHIER)

(10) 1%, (8) DOBILEFERIC if & maybe BHEHE L TV RIZHHEDLT, EOAf vy T7+—<
L TWEETHY, ETHHKR - mBLEE] LW HHKTho7e TOTENS, ZLTH
PLL7260% COCA I—EH AL L) T &L, if MilCHEEFZETH S ModADV HERT S
Z L, BICBIFIEATWIRICL T (MH2054%0E27T) HRRTHYEILELEFRX 5.

DIFTid, &E (2009) KU Quirk et al. (1985) D2 di7e% ML T, if HiPNICEEEZET
& % ModADV A3 AV £ % St K ST HEVEIZ D W TS 56

A (2009: 1109) &, FRASCEOBIA A, S ModADV & DWW CTCRIGI O T A 4541
ModADV # 3 &, FHMEIFREERG & Gbd, TWIhd FEERPIETEE LR L T
5720, [LIFAKCHCONEEEZRINE, Iy v 7 EKBICHEET A MEDY, T2
(&, SCH - RO, XoRBERG A SIXIXE ) SN AE (D F ) FEH GO 2B
NLEZENIFEND ] EBRTWEY, T72, ModADV O [HEFMEIILT L HHIEAR—A
OHFIAEDT 6N TR T L, LI HERHENZETH-TH Lve 5121, KEKR
A ~R—Z (counterfactual space) OHIZMEDIFHNTWTD L\, HL, (FHE) L)%
R AR L, BIZIZEMCTIE L] FRREs A (FE (2009: 1112)) &L, (11) a.b.
I2%51F % Bellert (1977) OBIL%5IHLTWw5,

(11)
a. If John were sane, he would {probably/certainly/evidently} accept the offer.
(Bellert (1977:345); &% (2009:18) (25) a.)
b. * Has John {probably/certainly/evidently} come?
(Bellert (1977:343); 15 (2009:18) (25) b.)
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Z®, ModADV OHifEHE DY [HE - #Ml - LKERBANR—Z] oFThiud k<, [{(Fik)
EWVI)FEEREE AR L | BEICIIER SNV E W) fIE, i MW ModADV 2 4E#RT 52 &
AT 2E6M0—21l R ) B0 TEEVALEZBNLA, kit (11) a. Tid ModADV
M HINTIE RS EFICH D2 enb, ZOFHFEOHRE ModADV A% if HiPNITAER T & %54
ETHDIIREITHA .

Quirk et al. (1985: 620) T, “Such items as perhaps and by any chance politely reduce the
impact and urgency of questions and conditions, or convey an apologetic tone[.]” & L C, BI'F (12)

DB EFTFT T 5,

(12) IfMaryis (perhaps) atliberty, I could see her for a moment (perhaps).
(Quirk et al. (1985: 620))

Z OB i FIPINS perhaps AR TE LT L #HIITRLTWA EHD L, LI L, LICBIF
Greenbaum (1969) % Sweetser (1990) 7 & @, if HiWICIZEEZRZ AR IELI LN TER
W AR HB) LD IRIEIC perhaps R by any chance DILT BT EATE D L) R
R B OFEHFIERR 5N TV,

3. ifModADV ) COCA/COHA (Z& T3 HIREE

2 HiTl, CHEHERLATAIZER @ L, if HiINTHEH S5 ModADV K ONEEE R DR 2572
PEDENE EICH L CHERLTE 7, AT, I—SA2HWH#HELZEL, ifModADV @
BEEADS, LIS TED Y Y Y VIZBWTE K RN L D%, R OMEFENIZILCTZEOHEE S
BB B 2 D07, WABEINICH 200 % MBlT 5. LLTICHWS COCA KU COHA D#HEE
&, BFICHT D 2SR WA 100 HREH 720 (Per Million Words; BLF PMW) (2RI & 7= A%t
HETH D 10,

3.1 COCAILHT3E (7)) OHEBFHELIREE

X L®IZ, COCA BT if DFEZK 28T, RDEVDIFFLEICHS BLOG IZBIT S
BETHY, ROLMIETIIONZOHE L TIF, ACAD (ACADEMIC) ¥ ¥ ¥ VO#E)
RHEL B> T2,

x 2.if O COCA ICBTBHEE (v ILF)) 1V
BLOG WEB TV/M SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD
if 3618.86 3456.79 3342.63 3066.29 2768.35 2296.69 1856.71 1314.41

WNTERKIIZEITHDI1X, ModADV @ maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably, certainly, surely D x
UIVEOHETHY, M1 nEz2 75 7LD TH S,
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#* 3. & ModADV @ COCA (BT B5EE (v IR

BLOG WEB TV/M SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD
maybe 378.88 266.96 957.97 430.23 621.9 161.32 150.08 28.62
perhaps 227.67 207.78 109.2 169.93 260.26 199.88 148.51 224.05
possibly 84.33 75.59 48.05 66.42 53.62 49.21 42.03 47.07
probably 358.82 295.37 317.03 388.34 268.82 220.98 187.72 123.48
certainly 187.73 147.28 76.21 307.84 98.99 100.66 95.31 92.91
surely 48.13 42.48 20.08 14.59 66.75 31.75 21.43 28.15

INBARDD ModADV OHTHRAE L THIEDL R DL VDI maybe T HY), TV/M OV x V)V
TOREIRFICET > TWh, ZOMOY ¥ YV THH L THO ModADV X 0 BHEEAH V5,
MAG, NEWS, ACAD 1275 & ZDOHE%R FIFCTBY, formal Z¥5H=° written T fliH XN 3
TR, HEEIZEW Y v VR informal R HIICB W THEH SN ENARZ % maybe
IR THIED T VDI probably TH %o maybe I EBMEO LIV H DD, NEWS,
ACAD 1272 % & Z DBIFEIIMD ¥ v ¥ W HAYEK

ModADV PMW

1200
1000
800
600
400

ml'l [l il “I I
7'- I!Il-!-- 7III|7 III_,_-

0
maybe perhaps possibly probably certainly surely

B BLOG WEB ETV/M ESPOK FIC MAG mNEWS mACAD

1. & ModADV @ COCA ICEF288E (v >ILR)

#4 RO 2 TIE, if OEEIC ModADV HAET 285 —  OBEEZ RS, £3 TRL
ModADV OHIE L HRTATYH, TOHEDSEIEAMENT L2950 5, FFIZ, HEEIEWE
SbHN b surely, certainly, IRT probably 133 — N ANIZBIDTER I N WY v Y VDE 12,
FZHIIHHEORMEZ I T 525, MHELZMRL/2E 25, HRHEE 0.01 O34 ZHIH
E1THY, 10HELN =2 Y2 HTHI—SANT—ELMEDRLTWEWE WS Z &I
2%,
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F 4. if-ModADV O COCA (ICHBFZ5EE (/v > ILFI)

BLOG WEB TV/M SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD
if maybe 0.65 0.64 3.15 1.23 2.57 0.25 0.20 0.09
if perhaps 0.52 0.42 0.17 0.40 1.01 0.26 0.20 0.28
if possibly 0.04 0.06 0.02 0.05 0.05 0.01 0.01 0.02
if probably 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.02 -
if certainly - 0.01 - - - - - 0.02

if surely

LB R 55 DO FEAZ BE % $52 maybe, perhaps 752 O TIIIHED S <, maybe BARDIEIE AL
ModADV X V) 4 EH o722 2 E 2NN TH S L HICHBEbLNDBAS, maybe DRITHAFEDS
% h o 72 probably & if-probably & 72 % LT & A BN SIS, ModADV ®FiD epistemic
possibility D7EA% if & OIGEITM S 1D FEREZ G5 2 T B O TR w2 L HENT 5,

if-ModADV PMW

35
2.5

15

I‘l
0 |.||||I__,,, .

if maybe if perhaps ifpossibly if probably if certainly if surely

[any

B BLOG WEB mTV/M mSPOK FIC MAG ®NEWS mACAD

2. ifFModADV @ COCA (BT B5EE (v > IR

LR T if OEEIC ModADV 24 2 & TofIM S, H1i2id as if / even if /
what if O X9 if OERNZARS 25D if ERVTDWT—2DOFREZ KT /Ny — S
TWb, as/even/what ifModADV %5 LFE 27K L7z ifModADV OHHEE D& A% 7R L7z b DASLL
TOFESTH5H. ifmaybe TIEAEFTL T 6.50%, ifperhaps Tlx At 7.81% 2% if DR IZ as/even/
what DT NP DPERT L5 = THEZ LG n b,
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i 5. as/even/what if-maybe/perhaps @ COCA (|7 B5EE

s W ifmaybe/perhaps D ifmaybe/perhaps FHx}

(&Y x V) (&Y x>V bl HIRER®

(&Y x> HE (%)
as if maybe 58 0.06 5.31
even if maybe 7 0.01 1.10 0.64
what if maybe 6 0.01 0.55
as if perhaps 21 0.02 5.29
even if perhaps 7 0.01 0.40 1.76
what if perhaps 3 0.00 0.76

Z 2 TH7z as/even/what if ModADV BUIARIETOEZELZICIZED WA, FFICZOHTH as
iFModADV 7% ifModADV 25D 2 E &0 D BV L &, 5B S HICHIEE D 2 BRI &
CHMCIEE R oM 2T REHTH S,

3.2 COHA (CHT3FE () OEEBRYEIEE

w2, COHA #JH\\T 3.1 filc BT ModADV DT HHEDE D - 72 maybe, perhaps O 2
D ® ModADV ZBRE L, if OBEHHE (X3) & ModADV Hifko HEHR (X47),
i#ModADV B O BREHERS (4 47) %S %,

3500

3000 2880.96
2828.9%09.61 2764.59

2656.34

2478.48

2500 2695.62 2418.02 2482.37 2423.99

2554.21

2508.54
2492.46 2464.23 2449.16
2359.85 2362.6

2000
1500
1000
500
0

1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

3.if O COHA (ZH T B ExHEEHR (10 F8)

if i, 3DT T 755005 & 912, 1810 445 2000 AL FE TR & RIGHA RV,

maybe 1%, BEW (2020: 89) TS Nz& By, 1890 4FELA> 5 2000 £ 2T THIE LA
D THERE LT ¥, perhaps 13, 1810 4EA D 5 2000 4EALIZ AT TR 2212 F DB TR L
TWbIEHIZHHZ 205 maybe ZEDLZWMEHEDOWERIIRD LNV &S, M4LE 05
525
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ModADV if + ModADV

——maybe «ses-perhaps = if maybe «+++..if perhaps

2 2039 o - - 5
1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

4. (/) maybe & perhaps @ COHA (ZH I\ 2MExHEE#RE (10 F£8)
(#) if-maybe & if-perhaps @ COHA (ZH |3 ZMBXI4EEHR (10 F48)

4R ERALGZIKRT 5 L, maybe DFED LD > TW L DIZIFIRT 55D X 912 ifmaybe
DOBBEDPZ TV D (FEH) o 1890 4R A BLITHIEAIE 2 T % maybe L1357V, perhaps
B IL 1810 £ A H K & BB IR LTV AB A, ifperhaps X if-maybe & [FFRIC
1900 SR SAH L) THE L T2 (K5, TRH6DT I 7h0E25T LI, if DHE
13 1810 4FAX22 5 2000 4ERFEF TR E LK E D> TEBH T, maybe \IHIEABINEID, perhaps 13X
RN DH D220 5T, ifmaybe & ifperhaps DHFEEIZ, 1900 4EAC LR INAIT I D
5o

if £ %5 ModADV OMHEEIE 1900 SR A B ZNDET & DIZHIML TW 5 2 2% 0o
720 HFIC ifmaybe \X, maybe HAKDFHFEEDSEEIN$ 5 124E - T ifmaybe DHE L WML TW5hH X )
WCHRZ 25, [maybe 8% SR END X)o7 (MBUHEM Z 72) ] L v ) HEN iFH
PIZ ModADV DB % #F § I D RN L 13 E 2 %o

4. COCA THESZ & h B iFModADV DERIE ZNDEE

ARETIE, 3EHOIT— AL S HLOP o MBI Z v, iFModADV 23ED X H ITHW S
NCTw5%, COCAIZH S ifmaybe/perhaps D EARK Bl % BT N O EET b,

(13) WRTHIXIE, HFERmOBLEA SRS & ff T ONE % “okay” & ) 2% BwvTw
BRSNS, FEHGmOBINALR L L, XOBEIE [—BiAD T vl &wv ) KiFE
HThs,

(13) [SV, if maybe sv]
Do you think it would be okay if maybe I spent the night, Tonight?
(COCA MOV 2012)
(CEF LS5 M—IADTWZZE 20D TTA, IALWTLLYIN?)
(HAGERRER)

[V—=7 ZFEMAR] T3, X TTELAMRF-REEJHE LT [TEILAS] L) [B)
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FhEA R if fi & KRB E R ST 2 DI 5 | (s.v. perhaps, adv. 3) Lk ShTBY, HBHNIZ
“Perhaps if you rang me when you got back to your house? (IR - 7z L EihExE W22 EdH
D7D TT D) ZHIF T 5%, HBIOED, ModADV T % perhaps (3 HIZB 0T
BY, HEHIFE LTHEREL T eSS <, if BiNIZ ModADV 24T 5 2 & 23X Hd 5
ML ISR, LAL, 20 (13) ofIIE, RBICHBRLEBYKEFERITHD,
perhaps & maybe DFEDEVE, ModADV O AERRALE IZEWIEH 525, (13) D maybe 12 [PV —
=T ALK @ perhaps FMEOEE 2 L TnbLEZ NS, [T —=7 ZAFHARIL]
WKHBDHAFED [TEF L] AL TH, T dEMEECRINTES ((13) HAFHE
R -
wiz, (14) 2%,

(14) [SV, if maybe sv]
a. We want to tell you again what happened if perhaps you were just joining us.
(COCA SPOK 1996)

b. Figured I'd be likely to give him a hand, if maybe he needs it. (COCA FIC 1991)

c. AF[Auto Focus] speed remains excellent, if perhaps fractionally faster than the last
generation. (COCA BLOG 2012)

(14) a. DL T, MERPIRERI L bW L 1dHh s, FHiod “We want to tell you again
what happened” 5% 2. % & it 8ilx [HH72MAL T NS LS ] W) EMzRLTEY,
(14) b-c. DREKRIC FEFIMLTFIZSRGZIRLTWAE, 295, maybe/perhaps 1 if FiPIIFRKE
NDHAE (M) ST LHEDLNBEZRLTVWLEEZ LN,

(15) & (14) LIZIZMEEDOBITD 575, ifmaybe D% (B 5\ IL if & maybe DF]) D sv HE
B XT3 W, “she” & “Bobby Duncan” 7¢ “she had managed finally to do it” & [Jfi- CTw7z
(hoped) ] DX [BZLLNOEEN S THo72H%] &\ 9 narrator DLEEEL TW 5D,

(15) [SV, if maybe (sv)]
Both she and Bobby Duncan hoped she had managed finally to do it, if maybe for

different reasons. (COCA FIC 2011)

PIF (16) OB L[ L L sv 2SS X L7z i 50 if |2 possibly 25\ >CTHB Y, narrator ® [k -
L L75 DarthMaul i3 B L XD 9 H LB wnds] L) LWEBEEZRL TV,

(16) [SV, if possibly (sv)]
Darth Maul, my crosswalk buddy, was probably a very nice guy, if possibly

overtalkative. (COCA FIC 2009)
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(17) &, HoONEFEA (13)-(14) LEANEDLY, F i - > EHONEICZ > T 525, ModADV
ORI TR WEITH 5,

(17) [Uf maybe sv, SV]
Verstappen said: “If maybe you say Baku again, I think at one point the team will may be
[sic] tell us to calm down a bit and just follow each other, in the last few laps, I don't
know. (COCAMAG 2018) (TF#iZEH)

HiONFRAZD - TS, (15) LAERIZ if HiTRAZIR L TV 2 D&MD, T O5MN
M7z 3D 2 E~DOFE LT (“Verstappen”) DFEEEEZE maybe R L TWAH X ) IFD 5, &
DOIFHEFFE TR EN TV B 2DM Y 2  OFFISIEW LD, HEEBRshTtwsZ en
5, “Verstappen” 2SFEBFIZFHERE L2 L% —F— a2 HFSREI LT ARVWITREbH 5, L
L, TOXTIE if OEREIZ maybe B EINT WD, 72, FEIED ifmaybe THH->THID
maybe \IMEHIZH VSN T WD (f LEEEAANED > Tw3) WREE~ORGEE LT, (17)
DTFHRABTOND, TRBIEEHOPIMELTEY, 2bHZINTVEHODEHAIIC
BhEhE will 3% 2 D5, maybe ZEFATHA 9. d L, if DEZEICH D maybe DB D
BEETLOZELES, EHMNICEL maybe HERT 20375, WELREHE L TR
ENDDOTIERVA. ISR/ L 918, FRCTEETIIHEE SR L Y BRI BLANIHE >
TWRWIEENL WA, ks L TXRICHEZIRI N T, Miko@s O L2 W5 %R
BBEENLPBIESR TR D H 5, 2D 2hb S FREEM & EEMICZNZEN maybe
PERLTVWE EW) Z 8, if DEREIZH D maybe I i T oTWAEESZL5DTIER
WrtEZ b

WIZZT A (18) 1%, ifModADV @ ModADV 7% probably DB T %, [Al Franken 287 V7
BT AV HINEDPLRoTOBALEEAEH LD, D LINPIMEHEE7Z 725 - D L (probably)
Trent Lott EBEi B 725726, HH/ALBUATEBINEE Y RIZLET L] v
WBEOXTHHA, Eit (17) L ULL, EHICH i & LW L ModADV, probably 3 £ T
Wb,

(18) [Ifsv - if probably sv, SV]
And that is Al Franken making fun of Asian-Americans. Now, if this was a Republican and
that tape came out - if probably it was Sen. Trent Lott or anybody else, it would probably
kill their campaign. How big a reaction is that tape getting and do you think it will have
an impact on the race? (COCA SPOK 2008)

EHITERIZIRRLTVWAEDIZAT7) EF U TH LA (17) TIA[ 414 you say Baku 757 U (again)
BIHELESL] )BT - RROAHEELZFMHIIOVTER LTV EDITHL, (18) T
a2 (EBUE) OFRFEICKTHILICERLTBY, [Al Franken L L2 &% 3 L Sen.
Trent Lott (RMOFEH) 2°L725] L) FHZRRLTVDLIZTER V. 2%, 20
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probably |3 if- Fi TR IND UV EHIIEI L RIS T 25 EOLNEELZERE LTV
DTIL7% <, “or anybody else” & LI A%BIN S L5 KFELAHT “if it was Sen. Trent Lott” &3 %
& “Sen. Trent Lott” DARICMESNTLE I O&Pi<HE 2 T2, Ny IRBDO L) L&kd#la L
TWADTIE Wb #E2 55,

(19) IZFEH NI D ModADV, probably DSV HNTWBHITH 5, EHIMNIC probably H3E
L TWAYD, if DEKRIZH D maybe (&, ifHINIZPD o> TWBEMIRT B L7k,
iFModADV AMRICARRLTAIZ K B XE maybe DM SHPDOIHT if L ANBbo7z, LWIHIDT
HUE, Maybe if svSV. O maybe \ZXEIF & L TXEREEHT 5, L&EREBHiTLIOTHN
X, EHiIIZ[HE L ModADV T epistemic possibility D EEA WA T 5 probably HSA % & F D8I
FEPELTLE ),

(19) [S (probably) V if maybe svl / [if maybe sv,S (probably) V]
a. And I contend that the old welfare system probably would have worked if maybe we
would have stepped up to some of the other job training aspects and the day care
components and necessities. (COCA SPOK 1996)

b. “And, she eventually adds, if maybe they take on all the three-stars on consecutive
nights, her boyfriend will probably pay for it all. # [sic] (COCA NEWS 1997)

if HHE AR ModADV 75K A61% (20), (21) 125155, (20) &, [TENEH %A
B CZE 6 hwh] = [Tl 2THICHENTEY, (13) ZFEBITKEEBIT
bHEERD

(20)
I am spared more because she folds her thin hands in front of her and says, “I have a

problem and I wonder if maybe you could help me?” (COCA FIC 1990)

=T (2D OPILCIIKEOELFIEINTEL T, fHIUTHAETHL22HE,2HREL T
Voo

(21)

a. I wonder if maybe that is not a crazy thing we could look at ourselves, more cross-
border regions. (COCA ACAD 1997)

b. But the thought does inspire me to check my messages, to see if perhaps my sphinx
is an electronic courier. (COCA MAG 2003)

c. I was wondering, when you got there, if possibly you'd like to hang out with me while
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I was there? (COCA MOV 2015)

o, BEoHWEELE %5 245Hi 0 i BiTRICEKREV 025, Hw S5 Tw2 ModADV 75%
9 (epistemic) possibility (2 EHRIZDD > TVREDPEH, EWV) HTH D,

— I, if (23 whether) DWTFORTHEIL, HAFHETE [~ »] LIS
5T ENEL, (22) CBITFBHEHIZ, [17< (go) ) 2 [frdrewvh] OZFR—-DHMZRL
TWwa,

(22) I'm still wondering whether/if I should go myself or (I should) send a substitute.
(AT REPRBEL T REDPT, FEHR-oTVRET)
TN (1991: 383, (3) C.))

C O AR EHOBI NS TIIDTEZ b, FlziE (21) a. TIZ [that A% a crazy thing Tld 7%\ ]
& [that 7% a crazy thing TH 5 | OWMOE THW L2 T3 (“wonder”) & # 2z 5575,
Z 2T maybe D3RS D Z LI X 5 T D maybe 73K LTV A LINEEDSWBIZ A 0 > TW5b
Dh, ENEDDHDE—TIZDHEDPDP>THLOPVANTH L. 7272, [Eph] Ovghic
b maybe DFFO possibility PMEH T 5 L% b L, TOXDIREIEEITE L BUSNOE =D EM:
ZEBL TSI LIZRY, WMENIIHMEO2L . (17 2] [fi2%wh] [ % T
L] TEIGE, BZOWREEEHSLLHICAZEDS, TAGHPTL] 2 [ihkwh] 3=
HIR— L2507, [REEZV TS 3HET [fiodw] #IRE L ETRAELESE
HTHhHs,) DEEEETLE, (21) (22) KH2 iF HizRFETLEMT, BilHEIZHEDHIH
ELLIHIEMRES TWb 00, WiELENRWZOITHHERT I EDTE S iffwhether
vy, 5D ModADV # FIWTHZG® (DS BIR->7-4?) 26 1FLH) L LTwa
DTRBRVELI D 2F D, (21) a. TRIHEFHFHE DR TIE T T “that is not a crazy thing” [ 72
%9 (=maybe) ] L) BB H Y, Z WS TELROARREEITR D 720555 H O ik
KT 2H%220F 515, “Iwonderif” % (Ny YRIHELT) HTw3 LEZ 5,

AHiTIE COCADBILE WL OPBIELTELAS, TIFTTER LI, 2Hicihiz, iF
PN E 2 F8D ModADV 23S 5 2 &1, JBICBF7BATAZEIC I LT (T 5 o4t
EPEZT) WEETHY ZH 2L wn) T &7, 2HTYIMH L7 Quirk et al. (1985: 620) @ “Such
Items as perhaps and by any chance politely reduce the impact and urgency of questions and
conditions, or convey an apologetic tone[.]” &\ 9 M, RUOEZORKEEEZBMEBIL, maybe R
perhaps \XH LD Ny YERRE LT, HIOWNE (139 55 LFOLERRROEL) 2Bk
KTA2HMTHHINTVAEOTE LW EHNT 2. F72, ifmaybe, if-perhaps DFINZ% <,
20> ModADV DHIBIDSA 722 05, maybe, perhaps DL T TS DR (B B\
X maybe, perhaps LIILD ModADV 23V 51U WER) 2 5HBRET 5 LERH S, 72,
i HiNIZ ModADV 34§ 56 O STl R {, ZERATHIZEICR LTI S oflhs
BREINDLOH, EVIFEECIEE> T niow, SBOBELET 5,
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5. HUIC

AETIE, if DEEIC ModADV 2345 T 5 41% COCA KU COHA %l L THEER L 72, G
e Tld, & 5502 BT fiNIC modality ERIFARTELZWESNTWSDS, £2T
BN SN T8 — U D5 T T i HiIC modality 3% T3 5 ModADV H3E#E 3 4
Wb LR LTz TATRIZEIC LT if BiNIC ModADV 2542 T & 2 Sef & BN 2 R 1
WKCHRT 22 LESHOBELT L,

E
FAROPEIEL, ZHHES A (RIGMORY) L DEROBEE»OLOEMREI AT, TR,
CHWIEZBYLLVEHB L LTS, $72, TS TR w727z KIS, Arlet Schmidt I,
Carolyn Butler White JC, Matthew Rosenau [, Natsumi Rosenau X, €L CEADA ¥ 7+ —< >~ b
DESFILHOLVEHNL LTS, 2B, AROAE - R0 & TEZFIIFET b0

1) web BZFEH L TWA7280, MFETEIREY 1 ¥ K712 if maybe, ‘if perhaps’ &5, P A _X— 2 X
Y1) T if &4 ModADV & AJJ LTHMER L7ze LT lAk,

2) ARTIE, 7T 7Ny PRXFSVIZE o T [EHil, 7V 77Xy MLF sv i o T [HEEH]
ZIRT o

3) B (12) T/R9 Quirk etal. (1985:620) b [k, perhaps X° possibly DA EATK & e 8% 5. 2
TWEPEPSESHOMAETIEZEE T 2 LHEH %,

4) [ThH—~3h3] oKL T, Ji—dshould L Ebhsb] LHWLTWE LI (1991:257)),

5) If I should fail, I will/would try again. / If we should take a vacation this year, it will be in late August. /
If it should rain, take the washing in.

6) FEH (2018:40) TiX [fZE &4 7] L WIHIFRBMEHL T2,

7) EH (2018) ZES VT4 & [BFEWESY 74 (Root)] & [FRH#EMES Y 71 (Epistemic) ] ®
TG CamrEHLTBY, FIHo R IZZOFCHoEDEEY [RIFENES ) 74 ] 2Fo
TEDBETH Y, B [RAERNES ) 74 | R 2B (& LTRLAYE) 2/RLTwh,

8) M (2018:41) TILZ @ “rubber boots” DL “rubbers” & 7% - T\ 578, xR E Ml VwE
HThY, /-2 0OFEEE) BHRTHNT 2 2 212X > TXOIETEDHETWREEDS R E T E Lnicw,
Ak TEH) &9 BARGERS S “rubber boots” & L CHEMRME [ L 72 R A M T %,

9) W (2009) TiE LRI (modal adverb) ] W Tw 2,

10) #f#ix COCA @ website | CHflt S /%Ml (Chart BEgE) &Ml L 72,

11) BHBERRDRT Vv Y VIZENRENL T O ), BLOG: BLOG, WEB: WEB PAGES, TV/M: TV/
MOVIES, SPOK: SPOKEN, FIC: FICTION, MAG: MAGAZINE, NEWS: NEWSPAPER, ACAD:
ACADEMIC

12) [V —=7 A%efEri 455 B (sv. perhaps) T, % ModADV O il L TOMEEZUTD XS
IZ/RLT\W5, possibly:30%, perhaps: 30% LL_L , maybe: 35-50%, likely: 65% LA I, probably, presumably
70% LI, doubtless: 80% L. I, inevitably, necessarily, unquestionably, undoubtedly: 90% LL_I , definitely,
certainly: 95% P\ Fo

13) #EH (2020) Tl Si7z COCA, COHA 1 Z M Fulltext liCTH %,

14) &0 F HIZB W TIEER - BEdAs I n s (svifs. [¥—=7 ASFEL])

15) q.v. Lakoff (1973) %%,
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