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Analysis of the “Cold War II” from the Perspective of the IR System Theory

Takuto YOSHIMURA

Abstract

This article intends to analyze traditional security issues such as wars, conflicts, or arms races, from the view of
Systematic approach. I reckoned the current IR system with tensions and hostilities "Cold War II" ak.a. “CW2", and
clarified what makes this situation from systematic comparison. While CW2 has no certain definition or detail, this
study also intends to make an accurate definition of that. Focusing on the IR system concept, that's reflected in the
structural balance of major (military) powers, relations, common norms, and events. With reference to previous
researches, I found four distinctive systems in the last seventy years of history. “Cold War” was the first system that
had been continued from 1947 to 1991. Which was a stable bipolar system characterized with two great powers with
huge nuclear arsenal. The second is the "Post CW" (1991-2001). Under the idea of UN centered cooperative system,
most countries tried to share common norms to work toward reconciliation for conflicts. After September 11th
terrorists attack, the U.S adopted a unilateralism approach to defeat non-state terrorists. This policy created unipolar
"Global War on Terror" system and provoked Russia and China to act antagonistically. Then I decided to set CW2
starting point after 2014 annexation of Crimea that changed global issue from terror to the power competition. CW2
seems to represent conflicts between not only three great powers, but also regional “poles”, like Turkey, Iran and
others. They probably manage to intensify their power to own state-of-the-art military technologies, that could offset
the gap of traditional military power. Thus CW2 should be regarded as the multipolar system without the classical

balance of power. That's the reason why CW2 lacks stability.
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