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A Brief Analysis of the Manchuria-Mongolia
Materials Association and Nakanishi Rihachi

Yuichi Isaac KANEMARU

Abstract

This paper will analyze the background of Nakanishi Rihachi, an individual who edited
Chugoku Shinshiroku (A Who is Who of Gentlemen in China), a biographical study that lists
more than 13,000 names published by the Manmo Shiryo Kyokai (the Manchuria-Mongolia
Materials Association) in 1942, together with the publishing agent, the Association.

To date, the five or six volumes of Who is Who edited and published by Nakanishi have
been reprinted by researchers in fields such as Japanese management history and Manchurian
studies. These provide researchers with a useful resource that continues to be used today.

However, while the usefulness of these historical materials has been acknowledged fre-
quently, almost no work has been done on the background of Nakanishi. Nor has any
analysis been published on the surveys and publishing activities he was involved in.

The major reason for this is that there is almost no documentation of Nakanishi. In order
to fill in this blank in the literature, the author made a comparison with the original copies of
the various Who is Who Nakanishi edited, and made the following discoveries.

1. Much of his earlier work consisted of publishing books where the title alone was
changed. This earlier work includes fraudulent elements.

2. For Nakanishi’'s commercial activities, moving into the “new market” that was Man-
churia and China and the creation of lists of people in new areas was a turning point in his
business.

3. Despite these darker aspects of his commercial activities, the Manshu Shinshiroku (A
Who is Who of Manchurian Gentlemen) and Chugoku Shinshiroku (A Who is Who of Gentlemen
in China) are a useful resource because they cover extensively so many of the Japanese and
the pro-Japanese Chinese in Manchuria and China.

This paper consists of the most basic element of criticizing historical materials. The author
believes it will be essential for any researcher in the future who uses a Who is Who edited

by Nakanishi Rihachi.
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