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The Birth of Road Traffic Act:
"Restructuring to the liberal governmentality” and "Shakai Seisaku" in 1950's Japan

Shoji HASHIGUCHI

In response to the argument that the essence of “Shakai Seisaku” (social policy of Japan) is Polizei, the purpose of
this paper is to show that the dismantling of the Home Ministry after the Asia-Pacific War transformed Polizei and
happened a restructuring to "the liberal governmentality" (Michel Foucault). First of all, we focused on the fact that
from the late 1940s through the 1950s, the reorganization of road traffic administration proceeded simultaneously
with the reorganization of domestic affairs and the police, and the Road Traffic Act was enacted to cope with the
explosive growth of automobile traffic. In order to achieve both "safety" and "fluidity" of traffic, the Road Traffic Act
required not only policing and clarification of traffic rules but also regulation based on the rationality of drivers (the

governed). We argued that this is where the restructuring to "the liberal governmentality” can be found.

Keywords : liberal governmentality, Road Traffic Act, police, social order, Home Ministry






