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The positioning of Koga Teruo's lawsuit in the SMON case
Akiko MATSUEDA

The subject of this thesis is the details of Koga Teruo's lawsuit. Koga was a victim of drug-induced suffering and
subacute myelo-optico-neuropathy (SMON) and a plaintiff in a related lawsuit. In 1979 the biggest SMON victim
group in Japan, SMON no kai zenkoku renraku kyogikai, reached a settlement with the government and
pharmaceutical companies, but Koga continued alone with the SMON case. Few studies have focused on his lawsuit,
however, and the purpose of this thesis is therefore to clarify the positioning of Koga's case in the study of the
SMON case and plaintiff activities. Research discourse analysis was conducted on documents and studies concerning
the SMON case. In 1995, Koga lost a final decision. This thesis finds that while many plaintiffs reached a settlement,
Koga was filled with a sense of mission to clarify the legal responsibility of the government and pharmaceutical

companies and desire for a legal decision.

Keywords : Drug-induced suffering, Koga Teruo, SMON no kai zenkoku renraku kyogikai, the SMON case,
Yakugai Kyotou






