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In Japan, the continuing progress of urban shrinkage has been increasing social vulnerability in the Preservation
Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings, which are designated under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties.
This increase has led to a weakening of community capabilities for disaster management and resulted in a difficulty of
preserving traditional assets for next generations. This research explores the Izushi Preservation District for Groups of
Historic Buildings as one of transformation patterns based on an investigation into the possible futures of the
preservation districts across the nation, and addresses desirable policy and planning approaches for the restructuring of

community-based disaster management systems for the preservation districts in an era of urban shrinkage.
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