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Abstract

Based on the objectives outlined in the “Academy Vision R2020,” the College of Letters at
Ristumeikan University has promoted the “learner-centered education” through the practice of
inquiry-based learning in small group courses and graduation thesis seminars. Not only have
these classes tried to help our students acquire specialized knowledge in their later years in
college; our first-year education has also aimed at fostering students’ generic skills by
incorporating groupwork and joint presentations into small classes. These educational efforts in
the regular curriculum at the Collge of Letters, however, have never been fully scrutinized in
terms of learning outcomes; that is, how they have actually contributed to the advancement of
students’ generic skills. What kind of skills does GPA represent at the College of Letters?
Which skills are easy (or difficult) for students to acquire through our regular curriculum? In
order to clarify these questions, this paper analyzes the chronological improvement of students,
by comparing their scores of GPA and the PROG (Progress Report On Generic skills) in their
first and third years (2017 and 2019 respectively). The result of this study is to further

improve the educational environment at the College of Letters.
Keywords

the College of Letters, Institutional Research (IR), evaluation of learning outcomes, generic

skills, literacy, competency, GPA, students’ career
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