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Integrating Primary and Secondary Education Systems:

Challenges of Ritsumeikan Primary School and Ritsumeikan Junior & Senior High School

HORIE Miki (Principal, Ritsumeikan Primary School and Ritsumeikan Junior & Senior High School/

Professor, Ritsumeikan International, Ritsumeikan University)

Abstract

This paper discusses some of the achievements and challenges that Ritsumeikan Primary
School and Ritsumeikan Junior and Senior High School have been experiencing in order to
integrate them into one educational system covering Grade 1 to 12. This school employs a “4-4-
4" three stage curriculum (G1-4, G5-8, G9-12), which is a new and unique practice in Japan
where primary and secondery education is legally articulated with “6-3-3" system. The author
assumes that a primary-secondary integrated school system brings various advantages to
students, especially in the development of non-cognitive skills. Such aspects should be
empirically examined for establishing robust theoretical frameworks for more effective

practices.
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