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An Aspect of the Rise of the Wan-Yan 51 (Jurchen Z ¥ ) Tribe
in Manchuria: Focusing on Its Mechanism

TOMITA, Kenji

The Jin (4 ) dynasty of China (1115 to 1234 AD) was built by the Wan-Yan
5EA (Jurchen % H , Tungus tribe in Manchuria il ).

This article intends to shed light on the mechanism of the rise of the Wan-
Yan tribe as the Jin dynasty in Manchuria, a dependent territory under the
suzerainty of the Liao (i) dynasty which destroyed the Balhae (#)if#) Kingdom
in Manchuria in 926 AD.

The route which Liao troops took into the Balhae region (Manchuria) in 995
AD, in turn, may have become the route of tribute to Liao used by local tribes
in Manchuria. And the point of intersection of these tribute routes represented
one of the main strategic points along the border between Liao and Manchuria
(which later came to be named Harbin City).

This critical point of geopolitics was occupied by the Wan-Yan tribe, which
later built the Jin dynasty in the region. The Wan-Yan tribe took the lead and
control of local tribes' diplomacy toward Liao in Manchuria, while preventing
Liao from obtaining detailed information and intelligence on their domestic
conditions (under a kind of diplomatic monopoly), and also led several military
operations against tribes in Manchuria on behalf of the Liao dynasty.

After the completion of their military operations under the authority of Liao
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in Manchuria, the Wan-Yan tribe started a new military campaign against Liao,
using local tribes’ resentment against Liao delegations’ greed and arrogant
behavior as a pretext for war. This finally led to the destruction of the Liao

dynasty and the establishment of the Jin dynasty (1115 AD).
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