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Kodoha Faction’ focus. This presents an expression of 
authentic-lite rhetoric that the failure of the 26 February 
revolt, and the diminishing influence of the Kodoha, is a 
crucial historical event. By constructing a chain of 
historical events on the NFT, HoIIV argues that the 
Kodoha’s failure enables the later success of Japan’s 
military expansion into China. For instance, the ‘Purge the 
Kodoha Faction’ focus is directly chained to subsequent 
national focuses that model Japanese military incursions 
into China. Through this construction, the NFT creates a 
visible causal link between domestic issues and Japan’s 
external military ambitions in Asia; without purging the 
Imperial Japanese Army of factionalism, Japan could not 
successfully wage war against its international enemies.  

Historian Ben-Ami Shillony (2015, ix) calls the 26 
February officers’ revolt the “most dramatic internal 
disturbance in twentieth century Japan”. The revolt was 
conducted by over 1400 young officers (Iriye 1992, 33). 
The small force seized the centre of Tokyo, announcing 
they would not desist until a new cabinet sympathetic to the 
Kodoha was installed (Shillony 2015, ix). The officers 
called for a provisional government to be led by General 
Jinzaburo Masaki (ibid). During the revolt, three of Japan’s 
prominent internationalist leaders were killed: former 
Prime Minister Makoto Saito, General Jotaro Watanabe 
and Finance Minister Korekiyo Takahashi (Hata 2007, 10; 
Kingston 2016; Smethurst 2007). After a declaration of 
martial law, the revolt was defeated on 29 February 
(Shillony 2015, ix). The revolt’s leading officers were tried 
in secret and nineteen individuals were executed for mutiny 
(Kingston 2016). 

In contrast to historical accounts, textual components 
within the Japanese NFT do not establish the Kodoha’s 
abortive coup as a landmark event. The ‘Purge the Kodoha 
Faction’ focus does not contain any text describing the 
events of the revolt. This is a deliberate curation of 
Japanese history that determines the officer’s revolt as 
insignificant. A small portion of descriptive text is bound 
into the ahistorical ‘Side with the Kodoha Faction’ focus 
(Dauth 2019). Yet, the revolt is described as a purge of 
“corrupt officials” and “ideological threats” within the 
Japanese government (ibid). This opaque language presents 
authentic-lite rhetoric that reinforces the revolt as an 
insignificant domestic event. This description also 
reaffirms the predominantly European scope of the game. 
Through a curation of text, the developer-curators 
demonstrate a limited understanding of Japanese history by 
reducing the significance of the 26 February revolt; a 

position contrary to historical scholarship. The exclusion of 
sufficient textual context on the young officers’ revolt 
diminishes its importance within HoIIV’s conception of the 
origins of the Second World War in Japan. 

While textual elements reduce the significance of the 
26 February revolt, system processes associated with the 
‘Purge the Kodoha Faction’ apply historical significance. 
For instance, by completing the focus, the player is given a 
constant 10% increase to national ‘Stability’, an in-game 
modifier that computationally represents the people’s 
support for the government (Zauberelefant 2020). With a 
high Stability percentage, the nation receives increases to 
the production rate of military units (ibid). The 10% 
Stability increase from the ‘Purge the Kodoha Faction’ 
focus is a significant computational boost to Japan’s ability 
to conduct war. Through the player following history and 
witnessing the failed 26 February revolt, the focus can be 
determined as a decisive expression of authentic-lite 
rhetoric. Computations within the Japanese NFT produce 
numerical outcomes, visible to the player, which position 
the removal of the Kodoha as greatly beneficial to the 
nation’s future preparedness for war. These computations 
encapsulate HoIIV’s inconsistency in historical 
interpretation. While textual elements relegate the revolt as 
a minor disturbance, computational processes suggest the 
event has wider implications for Japan’s experience of the 
Second World War. 

To further demonstrate how HoIIV presents an 
inconsistent interpretation of internal Japanese history, it is 
also useful to explore how the simulation models the legacy 
of the Kodoha. The faction was founded in the late-1920s 
by General Sadao Araki (Sims 2001, 193). The military 
ideals of the Kodoha were centred upon a doctrine of 
traditional Bushido warrior code (Drea 2003, 107-108; 
Shillony 2015, 18-20). The game makes no attempt to 
illustrate Araki’s impact upon Japanese military philosophy. 
However, he is included as a recruitable commander 
(Lillebror 2017). This suggests that, to some extent, the 
developer-curators understood Araki’s historical 
significance to the Japanese military as a defeated figure. 
Supporting this claim, Araki’s in-game statistics are poor; 
he is ranked as a level 2 General and does not possess any 
unique ‘traits’: statistics attributed to in-game military 
leaders that bestow statistical bonuses when deployed 
(ibid). Assigning numerical value to historical individuals 
is a potent manifestation of authentic-lite rhetoric. For 
instance, Tomoyuki Yamashita is modelled in HoIIV as a 
level 5 General with four unique traits: Brilliant Strategist; 
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