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Abstract 

In his radical and provocative text An American Utopia, Fredric Jameson embarks on a search for the pivotal 
institution of contemporary society able to fulfill the role of vehicle for implementing revolutionary change, the 
first one being the post office. While he quickly moves on to examine other institutions, I believe it is worth 
staying with the profession of delivery man/woman a moment longer to consider its utopian potential. 
Interestingly, 2019 was marked by a highly anticipated game featuring an America faced with a potential 
apocalypse on the horizon, and who should be central to the utopian quest of reconnecting the disparate parts of 
the country into a unified whole but a delivery man? Death Stranding (2019), directed by famous videogame 
director Hideo Kojima, is a game about a divided America and isolated population which needs to be relinked to 
form a new collective entity in order to avoid total collapse and ultimately the end of the world. I thus take 
Jameson’s text as a point of departure, in dialogue with Death Stranding, to argue that the delivery man/woman 
as a conceptual device allows for a reconfiguration of the relationships between the whole and its parts 
fundamental to the utopian project of imagining alternative collectives. I begin by revisiting Jameson and the 
need for a utopian political project in parallel with the setting and overarching narrative of Death Stranding. I 
proceed to explore the narrative and gameplay implications of building the protagonist around the profession of 
delivery man and its role in reconnecting the leftover parts of the country, in conjunction with the moment-to-
moment experiences by the players. Finally, I conclude by problematizing Jameson’s and Death Stranding’s 
struggle with existing within and thinking beyond America, and the space of the nation itself as the space for 
utopian possibilities. 

 

Introduction – Utopia One Delivery at a Time 

In his radical and provocative text An American Utopia, 
Fredric Jameson redefines what a utopian praxis can be by 
way of mobilizing the notion of dual power as a political 
program to transition out of capitalism. In order to do so, 
Jameson embarks on a search for the pivotal institution of 
contemporary society fitting to fulfill the role of vehicle for 
implementing revolutionary change. The first one up for 
consideration in this process is the post office (and 
therefore the profession of postman/woman or delivery 
man/woman) as it serves as a kind of savings bank (in 
Europe at least), could offer a parallel to the census, secure 
voting rights, and even provide an almost utopian 
experience of nature as well as a unique relationship to 
community. While the historical break caused by 
information technology pushes Jameson to move on to 
examining various other institutions, I believe it is worth 

staying with the profession a moment longer to consider its 
utopian potential. While the present paper was conceived 
in early 2020, its relevance has coincidently only increased 
with the worldwide pandemic of COVID-19 that continues 
to affect our everyday lives, most notably with the increase 
in delivery services and so on – not to mention the 
progressively chaotic political climate across the United-
States that characterized the year 2020. Interestingly 
enough, and perhaps even prophetically, fall 2019 was 
marked by a highly anticipated game featuring an America 
faced with a potential apocalypse on the horizon, and who 
should be central to the utopian quest of reconnecting the 
disparate parts of the country into a unified whole but a 
delivery man? Death Stranding (2019), directed by famous 
videogame director Hideo Kojima, is a game about a 
divided America and isolated population which needs to be 
relinked to form a new collective entity in order to avoid 
total collapse and ultimately the end of the world. Moreover, 
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Delivering Packages in Apocalyptic Times - Paquet 

reproduce, reimagine, etc. It is with these foundations in 
mind that I approach the following discussion of Death 
Stranding. 

The game is set in a post/middle/pre apocalypse 
America after a cataclysmic event known as Death 
Stranding. As a result of this event, a connection between 
the world of the living and the dead of sorts manifests itself 
through the presence of Beached Things (BTs), invisible 
creatures who seemingly roam the Earth. These creatures 
come from the “Beach” – a mental or perhaps even 
imaginary landscape thought to be unique to each 
individual. Each individual’s Beach, which is typically 
visited during near-death experiences, serves as a 
representation of an individual’s connection to the afterlife. 
The presence of BTs also gravely endangers human life on 
Earth as those who come in contact with the creatures suffer 
from necrosis, a condition that deteriorates and corrupts the 
body until it generates a giant explosion referred to as 
“voidout” within the game. The calamity of the Death 
stranding is also at the origin of a special rain called 
Timefall which ages everything it touches. These events 
lead to the collapse of America as we know it – people start 
distancing themselves in order to limit the risk of voidouts, 
often living underground to avoid the BTs roaming the 
surface. The survivors are spread across small colonies, and 
even individual shelters, isolated from one another. 

This continuous isolation perpetuates the state of 
collapse, eventually leading to an increasingly complicated 
situation for producing and distributing supplies across the 
remaining settlements. As a result, the profession of 
deliveryman, or porter as it is referred to in the game, 
becomes particularly important. Because of the Death 
Stranding, it is now a very dangerous profession consisting 
in travelling the land to carry cargo unprotected by 
underground shelter, braving not only a treacherous 
landscape, but also Timefall and of course the presence of 
BTs. Under the umbrella of the company Bridges, porters 
perform various governmental functions on behalf of the 
United Cities of America (UCA), the last remaining 
government-like entity attempting to maintain a sense of 
national unity and the structures and institutions that would 
allow it to do so. Enter the main protagonist, Sam Porter 
Bridges, one such deliveryman with a complicated past. 
The player is introduced to Sam as he is on a mission to 
dispose of a body affected by necrosis that urgently needs 
to be carried to an incinerator before causing a voidout. 
This is also the player’s introduction to Bridge Babies 

(BBs), premature babies kept in containers for their ability 
to connect the living and the dead. Within the world of the 
game, porters can connect to BBs (similar to an actual baby 
in a womb) in order to gain the ability to sense the presence 
of BTs – this connection between the porter and his BB 
unsurprisingly has important gameplay ramifications. Sam 
utilizes a BB for the first time in this first mission and will 
proceed to do so throughout the game. Furthermore, the 
player eventually learns that Sam is affected by a condition 
known as DOOMS which grants various abilities based on 
its severity. He is also a “repatriate” meaning that he can 
come back from the dead so to speak – more specifically, 
travel back from the “Seam” between the world of the 
living and the Beach. 

Much of the game consists in Sam travelling across 
what is left of the United-States to re-establish contact 
between the remaining settlements – bigger communities 
are known as “knots” while smaller ones form “nodes” – 
and re-build connections between them through the 
primary infrastructure of the “chiral network.” Through a 
series of deliveries, Sam provides settlements with supplies 
and equipment, identifying routes and reforming the 
network that used to bring these settlements together before 
the collapse. This is the central “national” project to rebuild 
the UCA as a community, which heavily relies on the 
technology of the chiral network, Bridges’ communication 
network that functions as a spiritual successor to the 
internet. The chiral network allows instantaneous data 
transfer and thus the shareability of information, 
knowledge and so on, an essential feature of the newly 
envisaged UCA. Once re-established, the network allows 
for schematics and blueprints to be shared and then easily 
converted into equipment and tools of various functions 
(from ladders to motorcycles and so on) through an 
advanced technology similar to 3D printing. Connected 
nodes are also capable of running “chiralgrams,” syncing 
holograms of participating people into a single perceived 
space considerably improving communication. Each rebuilt 
connection between settlements is called a “strand,” the 
hope being that these strands will cover all of the territory 
that used to comprise the United-States to re-form the UCA 
proper. 

Beyond all the aforementioned jargon that contribute 
to the world-building of Death Stranding, the game’s 
“message” or central focus is clear enough: in order to 
rebuild a collective, we must form solid and meaningful 
connections. By setting the game against a backdrop of 
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