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- Bredikhina 

Theoretical Frameworks 

This section will focus on traditional Japanese theater 
and Japanese anime characters which are interconnected to 
the themes of VTuber live entertainment of the overall 
manuscript. According to Grosz (2001, 175), “the virtual is 
the space of emergence of the new, the unthought-of, the 
unrealized, which at every moment loads the presence of 
the present with supplementarity.” The author stresses that 
the virtual space has a point of contact with the real, and 
doubles it as parallel universes where the unthought-of and 
the unrealized can take place and re-incarnate into 
“universes that might have been” (Grosz 2001, 175). Grosz 
(2001) further explains that writing, theater, and other 
forms of art are, by definition, virtual, as they express that 
which is not part of the actual. 

The Doll Theater — Doll Play and Doll Narrative 

One of the traditional Japanese performance arts is the 
doll theater. The doll theater in Japan is referred to as 

(doll play) and ni (doll narrative), 
commonly known as bunraku since the 20th century (Elzey 
1987, 115).  developed during the Edo period 
(1603-1868) as a popular art form of live entertainment in 
the commercial urban culture of Japan (Bolton 2018). The 
doll theater originated from the conjunction of two art 
forms: storytellers and marionettes (Tschudin 2015). 

In , three elements are visible to the 
audience: the narrator and shamisen player, the puppet as 
the “live actor,” and three performers (puppet 
manipulators). The puppets are approximately 90-140 cm 
high; their heads represent stock character types (young 
boy, samurai, beautiful maiden (a , and are 
attached to a rod. Sometimes strings are added to 
manipulate facial expressions. The rod is then attached to 
piece of fabric to which are attached puppet’s hips in the 
form of a bamboo hoop. The puppets hands and legs are 
attached to the piece of fabric by strings. The narrator is 
separated from the puppet. He sings and provides all the 
voices for the puppets while being accompanied by a 
shamisen player. The performers (puppet manipulators) 
manipulate the puppets based on the narrator’s story (Mori 
2002, 81). 

 The puppet is, at the same time, the actor, and nothing 
more than a puppet, because it is acted upon by the 
performers (Kott and Boleslaw 1976, 100). The audience 
takes part in the play as they decide to perceive the play as 
being almost real. N  mixes reality and 

unrealism (Suan 2013) by creating an illusion that the 
puppet moves and speaks freely on its own (Kott and 
Boleslaw 1976).  balances realism and 
stylization: the characters are not played by humans, but by 
puppets, and yet they imitate human movements (Suan 
2013, 172). Performers breve life and animate the puppets 
in order for the characters to appear as having emotional 
realism. According to Chikamatsu Monzaemon, a famous 

playwright, the artificial nature of the puppets 
enables them to be expressive because they can express 
emotions that could never come out of a real person’s 
mouth, allowing the puppets to reveal the true emotions 
(Keene 2007, 388). In summary, plays on a 
constructed reality by creating an interplay of what is there, 
what is not there, and what is made to believe to be there, 
and puts into constant tension the real and the make-believe 
by making the inanimate come alive through animation 
(Alland 1979, 7–10).  

Kabuki Theater 

Unlike the puppets in bunraku that strive to imitate 
human-like movements, the actors of kabuki theater strive 
for artificial movement, an almost puppet-like stylization 
of expression and body language (Alland 1979, 10). The 
emotions are emphasized by the heavy make-up and 
exaggerated facial expressions, appearing mask-like on 
human faces. The human face, body, and movements are 
highly stylized, but representative enough to be understood 
as specific characters in a play (for example, a beautiful 
maiden, a samurai, a ghost, etc.). 

Kabuki is an all-male theater performance where men 
perform both the female and male roles. Those performing 
female roles are referred to as . The men 
performing female roles create a hyper-feminine image, 
which the audience consumes as being such, while being 
aware that it is a man underneath the exquisite 
(Suan 2013, 202). As Keene (1978, 62) says, it is the 
“rejection of reality in favor of an unearthly, stylized beauty 
that can dazzle audiences into believing that an old man 
with a heavy powdered face is a miracle of feminine 
loveliness.” Onnagata do not perform biological women 
per say but re-enact and re-construct an image of purified 
femininity carefully observed by several generations of 

 actors (Kott 1976; Leiter 1999; Tschudin 2011). 
Onnagata perform an idealized image, rather than any 
gestures from the real world (Tschudin 2015). However, as 
Daniellou (2015) and Tschudin (2011) stated, ta 
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