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Suishu Tobita’s Idea of Bushido Baseball and Form

NEGISHI Takaya

Abstract:

This paper provides a textual examination to show how the forms of Japanese baseball gained a philosophical
value affected by Suishu Tobita's idea of Bushido Baseball, not just as the value of physical practice. The
process by which forms in Japanese baseball came to be regarded as beautiful due to the influence of Busido
baseball of Suishu Tobita's idea. For theat purpose, I examined documentary records. First, I gave an overview
of the history of Japanese baseball. Since Japanese baseball history developed from student baseball, an
educational value was indispensable. The value was also found to contain the ideology of dedicated training or
the development of spirit, each of which is an factor of the Samurai code as often preached from a pedagogical
point of view. Such ideas were promoted by Tobita as Yakyudo, the spiritual discipline of baseball, in which
players should learn to train both mind and boy only by mastering perfect forms (kata) of baseball just like
the samurai warriors do those of martial arts. The result shows the fact that Tobita's philosophy of Bushido
baseball playedfan important role in the cultural context of kata traditionally seen as beautiful and meaningful

in Japanese baseball history.

Keywords: Japanese baseball history, Busido baseball, Suishu Tobita, form (kata), Japanese culture
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