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abstract

Discussions about Otaku subculture in the 2000s, from Hiroki Azuma’s Otaku: Japan's Database
Animals to Tsunehiro Uno’s critique of it, have been gender-biased within a male-dominated and
heterosexual framework: male otaku consumers of beautiful girl characters in commercial games and
anime. This article examines some Japanese and Korean indie web games created from the female
perspective and received within fan communities at that time. These games reflected the desires of their
creators/users. In conclusion, indie web games turn out to be a catalyst for rethinking the complex gender
of the 2000s subculture.
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