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“In a special way, I ask you to extend the hand of friendship to those who come here, 

often after great sufferings, seeking refuge in your country

”

Denyer & Kashiwagi, 2019  
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University Students’ Perception toward Refugees in Japan 
 

Yuko Uehara, Kumiko Tsutsui 

Abstract:  

Refugees have been an acute growing concern in recent years. Although developed countries need to cope with 

this worldwide problem, the acceptance rate of refugees in Japan has been extremely low compared to other 

developed nations and often heckled as “a closed-door nation toward refugees.” Japanese constructive intention 

and consciousness toward resolving the refugee problem are critical for Japan to reexamine a current refugee 

policy and contribute to this issue. This paper examined the results of public polls on Indochinese refugees 

conducted in 1982 and on the procedures of refugee recognition conducted in 2019 and it was surmised that 

current Japanese are either “unaware of” or “lack interest in” refugees coming to Japan. A survey on refugees we 

conducted targeting at university students also indicates that many students do not acknowledge refugees in 

Japan. We have concluded that in order to lay a groundwork to discuss an appropriate refugee policymaking, it is 

a foremost necessity to enlighten and raise awareness of the refugee problem. 
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