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J. London, Before Adam
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Written in 1906 when Darwin’s theories were more inflammatory and controversial than they are to-

7
day, BEFORE ADAM was probably looked upon as radical and dangerous by several of its readers.
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""" London did indeed agree with Charles Darwin’s concept of the development of man and did not

8)
believe in a supreme being or “God.”
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But read, if you can get hold of them, The Valley of the Moon, When God Laughs, The Road, The
Jacket, The Iron Heel, and Before Adam. If you read those six books, you've read the best of Jack
9)

London.
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one of the best science-fiction novels ever written and will doubtlessly remain a classic of the genre.
Issac Asimov, the noted scientist and prolific science-fiction writer, has rightly called this novel a

masterpiece.
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Here is the chronology of Before Adam: It was finished June 7, 1906. It was written in forty (40)
days. It was accepted by Everybody’s, by telegram July 19, 1906. Its publication began in the October
Number of Everybody’s, 1906.
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In the letter of June 19, Brett praised Before Adam, claiming it was “a wonderful recreation of the
times of which it treats and shows -+ more strongly than anything else the truth of my belief in the
greatness of your imagination and power to delineate things of which other people can only make
vague surmises.” However, he maintained that Before Adam would probably not have as large a sale as
some of JL's other books. He felt that the story would not appeal to preslept-day readers, since they

3)
were not interested in “the science or psychology of the situation” in the novel.
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As to Before Adam, I think it’s the poorest thing you've done, but that comment is not necessarily
14)

blame. However, it is blame. -+
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In those days the concept of evolution was still considered dangerous material by many writers and edi-
tors in the United States and usually labeled the “theory of evolution,” providing a safe literary distance

in case someone should complain. (xvi)
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Frederic Taber Cooper, reviewer of The Bookman, wrote : “It may be the result of a good deal of scien-
tific research into the latest accepted theories of evolution and atavism, but the popularity of a work of

fiction is seldom in direct ratio to its scientific accuracy.” (xvii)

A modern reader is most likely to agree with what the New York Times said : “Jack Londbon has per-
formed a wonderful feat in so describing the lives and passions of these rudimentary beings. He has
builded a romance of the unknown ages, of the creatures that may have been, and endowed it all with

poignant reality. (xvii)
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""" it is my belief that no writer has since produced so moving and vivid a picture of man’s primordial
past as has Jack London.

As a half-grown boy I reveled in the book, opening as it did vast vistas of the human past with
which I was unfamiliar. Reading it today as a professional anthropologist, I find that none of that old

thrill has departed. (p. 147)
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As a historian of science I could say it presents a vivid picture of anthropological thinking around the

turn of the century, ‘- (p. 152)
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“I am not personally acquainted with Mr. London. But I am convinced that he is a clever writer when
he uses other people’s brains. He has accomplished in six weeks what it took me fifteen years of deep
study and investigation to produce. The Story of Ab was my pet, and I worked on it for fifteen long
years. Jack London not only starts out with the same proposition I based my work on, but he employs

in some instances practically the same language.
EVWIHILDTHY, ThdT sy Frofamd,

""" I wrote Before Adam as a reply to the Story of Ab, because I considered the latter unscientific.

Mr. Waterloo crowded the social evolution of a thousand generations into one generation. The whole

point of Before Adam, on the other hand, is to demonstrate the excessive slowness of social evolution
18)

in the primitive world.
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81)

W7 4023 RADO5N TS, ABIHEWAED S, EELEERPHEIERINTE D
T, ZOREIEIRKELEDLSDTERVEILDTH S,

b9 10, FbEFHR L KBEORMBENE %51, KEPEMICEEERBEN, I T(E>T0D
WHEEA, BERHIIKEEZBENTEIINITIEZLRW,

WSHIDOLEDMDERIZEET > TVWAEDITAZE, RPTFMBERERBOBBELEZLDLLNTH
>C, TNHPAMEBMORTRBDELL LOLDIZVERBE 7DD TH B, (p.94)

R, ROBMETETHrLYZTENREDTAER

AL, TORBEEOCICEEZBIEMNI BB —DbhbNn2 N3, HOBERIIH T, THEFA
BHOEETH O 2HS, 2ADIBD1I AN, ) LADZIEIIVWTHE ) &, HHYOBRMICITLED,
BTV E VS BOBFELHEHEIT AL LTI LIF, T5hE, TITFRENLDHLWEH L DN
ORI BEHDbN D, (p.95)

LR, TFRENZDHLWBEID| DRDNIDHLIZBEITOLNRTVED, ZOFROLTITE
b2, BADOKLBI THELKE - ERHLHES MEIGEENICERTRER LA
H1 (p.95) LEMKUDITA LR, MEEKRTRERENIIBEALZ—EITHAH b

KLE2IE, RBOEILIEZ D, BRNIAFIPEEE > TORET LA 72D, @
K& L#IE (BB, ANEDOELIZEROEL 25 I LOBBORBIH -7 L 2L TERLT
WhH——7E 2, p101) @) BT, BREYN, R TRKEDOLHIIIERRLKEITRELT
LN B ol SHITHE, LVREBEDOBOUREVFZRI NS, DWITIZ4EHORERSK
EBREFOICELRNTITHRBELSL L) TH S,

CEPIZH, BRAOFOKA ZHBEAREROBFRCEMRLZ LN TE S, —KDOAA
BAIE L WS R ERNS E (p.8], p.98) 13, FHEMELTAHE S TREBESTVS
L, ENENVEONADEELX RKEOHIGED ZATIEM L72FE (p.96) &, 4 HDOERD
EERF L BITAETHAL, KOEXIZLa vy 2FB LD ERMEOERK, S & 2T R~
A, ThiEEIISHEDOEERZ I LD LT 2AEHBEOBRILOMIMEZOLOLBEET S LD
THEELD, $7-, BWEE 1 SRMBROE 15 THAHRLFHRNLE (p.133), —KDEHK
KEARDHIDIZOVTIR, TRIHADFYH e, BEDODNEOKRELZERKFEZTFRTLD
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NTHo72] (p.18D) LOHFIHAG5HOERLRRZDOHARLBEF e HBESEHINEAH) L,
BRI OTMICHOCER—RE (p.183), BEXK (p.189) F4, NI HROTZELEH S LS
WKRABFEZEIN N THD, SHOBEMEIH L UNITZDIZIL A EFKEDREEFICHT R L
TWnhbIel%, ZRTHDNINTOLDNEEHLARIHNIZED HIFTAHE 5, “London does
achieve a re-examination of modern behavior in light of man’s pa§2.>” WS FEHORBRL B D,

BB TR TH o 72 RUTERITEBL L L2 D Tidd 57275, AEIZI3Mbogizid %
WHERE 72 ThFa7.0 & SEBUR R (p.101) 3B ), THIZEEK (p.158, p.211) A1b - T,
BALRBEREBODAEZZY RUTFRIZ LT, 7205, ZO—HFT, 4BOK4 L REgEIIRT %
RBIZ0W, BHEETAELPITTEVWCORAATELZNBONENRE L TEFORZIZET
BYDTho7zDlp, LEEDP LT 25 L) 2HEREMHENEREL TDHIL b T FHET
&5, Before Adam |ZEJL TV DOHEEL THADE, 7, XHANIRERLHEIEEL & o7
T EMNEIFENG,

K, FEENZETOWTERARERLRKOEL I XY & pAhin/z, XHIEAT, KE&EL, “EIZ
BZEIIODHABOFEMA KO P VEWYLAOI L E ko7, AHDOHITREILRILL, BEOZ

tifﬂ]ﬁ@'@éé’ébl”{ebo’cb\cto KE, Obd, BFEOBWEMWEZITHTAEZIENTEL RS
37
725

D1XREF, BRTHADOREITZE 222 NWTEY, Before Adam DRETHA v E—T D10k
LTERLIENTEDLESLH, KA, FHEEVTHERELIN 2V, LLSIESEAR
WENAH 793,

BEF, v ar OLbnn 2 NOMNEENHKEEEL, TN TEHROTWARIIED ) 5 TR
I D, LRI LVEEIH -7, HARERITTTRIOVELRICEEDFM]A 57225
7205, BELLID2ANESITIEORIIE I EDNLVDIEL ), RIZB-THELI LW KBS
D THb, G LOFH-AEHIELZVWTWRIZES D, HHVEENITEVENE L TREATH S, €
NHBRANIL S THLEBEEDING Y 2RO bERRFEIZ-7,

u\id)Eiw%ﬁt%af)(‘éﬂi@%%ﬁi%li, FHSI2) X7 ZRDLWGRIIDES b R WHEROW)
AEEFIIEESETLEI ST A,

EnosBROBTF LY ToE5E, LTLORKREEI LRV,

39)
Red-Eye, we learn, in not tolally an animalistic throwback, but is equally a portent of civilized man :

THAOFIINHKTLH S, LW H)bit?, L) bITBHRREFRELHETERENRITEREII > T
BEFTHBOI, M7 OCBENRN, N Vv 2 E4DERELTHEY, bHET b B
RIGEICEHEAH AR 5T b,

30, BEERLAEEEZT AU RER, KEYBABRE L CRABITRELZOTIEZ
W, W) ETH A, Eiseley AT LIBE (p.153) T T 5 & 512, KIEZ “a spreading

(521)



346 U EERRIEY (FAT% - E2-345)

pitiless horror disturbing the ancient balance of nature” ((HRXDOBERDHEEE L HBH E2HITL T
WLGEREMD 2L ThiE, CORABZDDEVFEHETHEREL TV, B2 b5Di1E0hR
12, BT BIZ0o0, RESLHIHFHEVIHARL TV o RmETTH b, MBI TFTE ZEEE L
T SSHREDRETH D, 7272, ZORBEFETHEINIZELLS, £)THo7THAS
RRZRALBELTBY), NEOENMIZIBREBLEIANVF-Z2ELZIIO»2bOT, £
DN - £H - HEOFED LHIBKEDE ZATREZEAMFROAZVE VI HH 2V LIZ
Ay —TUMRARDLENTVELHICEbNS,

“civilize”  F b & DK K EFFE (Idiomatic and Syntactic English Dictionary) TH|{ &, “bring
out from a savage and ignorant state” & 3% 5, [GENIUS #f#FM] 12 LT,

1. <ERANFELRES>EXHAT S, HIL+ 5, BFETSH 2. ILHEEL C £€ 5 (make more
polite)

THhbo HY, Before Adam * RAEDLRNOLINLDEFRIIET L L, [XHIL) &5 polite]
DEDERDOEE L 125005, D Blackman, Jr. 32 ) S -T2 5,

Civilization may have its obvious advantages, but London warns us of the inherent disadvantages.
The prolonging of life through more civilized customs produces a weak group of people who cannot de-
fend themselves and who need to be cared for. Civilization also brings technologies of war through
which man is better able to kill his fellow man. The comforts of civilization such as fire can be both a
friend to man by helping him cook and stay warm or it can be a foe to man by helping his enemies

flush him from shelter.

2%, XHDOYENRE LT D THL, KWFHIZL 2T, BIZH%DBEDITT,
Before Adam O¥E0 v F ik, KEAOARFZAEZbhUONIIELELTHEDZELEWH, 72
&2, ANBIHERERICRTRZR A, Thel

HHEOHCERE L V) ATABIZNB LD L L5 Tn D (FPBE) eoeee AEBRZRL DIZEED
P LIRS DB A ERAZDIHESS DT L () ooeee FHADOHF TS T TITHIERDHY
TERBEZOVITHETHH Ly, o (FREg) oo ZDU—NR—)3—=ZZ NFARAEXHDER - 5%

42)
DY VENTHAEDLD LI

Lo HERBERVEALTD, RLT—EIIFERWED TFE] »EE2OENES,
FTTIZRZEHIC, SHOEMBEM D ST L, HEDIZ Before Adam 1213\ D DRIRE
FREMANRBEINEZES S, BROZ LN LRBOEIRIU EDOKELB XTIV,
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WIZE2IE, HEOKEIHET2IIEOR LY - FRIEEE LTV b Thb, KBTI,
AWM, NESHEBAEATAED b, (FRE LTWEE L CHATHIENES S5 Be
fore Adam WWETHMBEHERA vt =V EBRETAIEDIZIHNICHERXEBEX, FOZEDITD
B PIKE R BN DD EE L, PEHETFRLET D,

B OHER T EMIS, ShEWELLT, i’ﬂt?ﬁ&t‘"ﬂ]%&w}\ﬁ%%ﬁ?f“ﬂﬁfﬁ%ﬁ%”kﬂ%h%
44
HHWVWGEWEZEN 2L, 9V Fod R LEBRHLHEED1DOTH A,

bo Bl I THoTEA LGB YEHESHAIIELAERY 1 D1 ORAICEEXZILH, L
b, THIEEN TS, T4 T ATV, BREODENMIOALOHE, TROEHELRIOR
BOMREWEDITHNZREDIF7MERIE, RICHTVEERLVWAES ), EOABFE=ZKH
TAFFHRATOALOELS DT OI R W LI L E 975, Before Adam D3&ED»nT/l-n
PEO0ERD . AR EZMOMER LS, W0EIRLLZVIBIZHITLE)DhdENEwn
M, MLV TEELTE, ZALRKEOHFIZAES S L2, HETHAS LEERITHA
) L KREIEDH B FE N, Befre Adam iy, ZZHE, BTEMICR2BRAXHEOHEEL, Fhstd
725 L7-REMEL IZLO L T FRANLEMBEICG L THWEELITLBEL LTWEEERDHD
TIRZRWESL ) Do WTHIZE L, TRORZLEFHEVIDIIZ, T TRLLZEMICAZVE
%31 ZEihB) OFEEFIUE, ZNUE Before Adam b ZDEE 25 WHLL, ZOE
B2 ToICRALERTIESH D759, (1998. 9. 15.)
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