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The Causal Effects of Legislative Positions on Reelection: Mostly
Null Results from Japan

Naofumi FUJIMURA

Abstract

The literature on legislative organization and behavior has rested on the assumption that
holding legislative positions improves legislators’ reelection chances. However, this
assumption has rarely been empirically tested. This study provides a comprehensive
empirical examination of the effects of legislative positions on reelection. Using unique data
on the assignment of leadership positions in the Cabinet, the Diet and a party in Japan from
2003 to 2017 and employing a within-legislator differences-in-differences design, the empirical
analysis shows that, of the total of 101 positions, 88 positions have no impact on legislators’
vote margin in the next election; nine have a negative impact; and four have a positive
impact. Taken together, most positions have no or negative effects on legislators’ reelection
chances. These results refute the fundamental assumption the previous literature has relied
on. This study calls for a reexamination of how individual legislators enhance their reelection

chances and how parties discipline their members’ legislative voting behavior.
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£ L35 LERETS (Fenno 1973; Shepsle 1978; Shepsle and Weingat 1981; Weingast and
Marshall 1988). % 7. SCiR¥EG L. ZESICHTET 2 2 L ITHEICE T 5 720, BULIRERIL,
AR TEOH NN o 7 E AT o 72 BIIE TS ORI - 72 BERICRE T 5 2 & T,
FTANOHEIEMERL LD L LTwb EFiET S (Cox and McCubbins 2007)s HAIZBWTH,
WE L, EEXOFR L BERORCEBR TR (AR OBFHARTS. WHE. Ba%RE
SR L, BERXAFGRFELITB) L LT EERoOMseiz TR L TE7: (JBER 2018;
R - 5 1987, 1R - ARl 1986; HEAK 2004) . LA L. [FEs. I BuZ & TR <
CLIIRBOMBEIREELEOL ] VI RIHRIIIN T TIIE A LEFWIIHIFE SN TB 57,
BEFDTZENFEA SN TV AR WATFRIIKIL L TV 5,

AR AR B O BB RN 125 2 2 5B DWW CUIE M 26 SEEEMGE 2 1T ) o T D721,
2003 4E A 5 2009 4F, 2012 4E A5 2017 4F F TOMIKRPEFE B #ES I BT 2 WD /g ss
KA Ml L7242 1228 Ao HRGEHEB OWNEAKE - BIKE - KEEBE. BEa¥EZESZ%
BE - #Ef, ARTEFHESRBEMEE - BETASE - FAERH - RIS EoOXRBERD
T=% Yy bMiET B, D) R T, BERRDIAEERI G- 2 5 8 L AR B LS4
RICGEZ 2EEZRXBL., REOELHET 572012, F—#EH TOES DOEMEIN %
790 M2 oid. LEo 101 OEREk o 9 6, GEEOKEIEZ TOXF R EFELISH LT, 88
DOBMIEEPHERL SN, 9 ORI AEDOEE, 4 ORKIIEOFEZ 52 TwbH T L)%
BNz Thbb, FLACORRITFEREOHEIEEEZ G AT awrd L TADEE
L2 TW5, ZORIE. BTSN 2 [FEIEERISmET 5 2 & THERElE%
FOL] EVIRHEIZLE L NI ERRLTWD, KiGld, O LX) ICERED THELEILL
L)L, BUEAHEEE D S OB E R LIS OFGHREZHE L TR 2000 TH
MEPLETH LI L ERL TS,

AE\L A S % 50 55 1 EIITM & BEERE RIS 2 AT OGS 2179 o 45 2 filld ik
TR & FRBIZOW T OB L I R T 50 4 3 HlI RIS RESHE R 125 2 b in
HeET 2720 DM EFRFT 50 HAHINTZOHHZATH o

1. FITHIR

ZLDEIZBWT, B, #ER. BIFNOSESROPIEIL, BORDE 2 L IZHE S 72N
DB I RE SN T WD, €072, EEIZZ ) LINEORKBICHTES 52 &£ T,
BORBUCBS- L. BORRYRHS IS 2 RITT 2 LN TE Do

29 LIZBGRIE AR OREFIAT 2 ) HEHEROEREETH 5. 7 A ) HEAERIIE
BEPLERZRANLTBY) . $0H TOBSIEEMERIZZOTE 2ET 2 T EhORE
RICEESIN, ZREVERFERODONEE 2H) . ZEZOKE L2 5N 58512
. A EER. EIRER. WHHEGRSHEA L AL L SRERIE. HRILHYOEEXOF
WICHROERCER IR LEBIFIGE 2 AHEEICHES 2 2 L THETREZ &0 L) & §
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% & EiE T 4 (Shepsle 1978; Shepsle and Weingat 1981; Weingast and Marshall 1988), %7z,
SERMGER I, ZESIINET 5 2 LITFRICET 5720, BULIRERIIFE — OB E 21T -
@R 2 IR 2 RESICEBET L2 28T, NOBMEMELEL ) ELTCWwEEE
’3 % (Cox and McCubbins 2007). &9 L7z wIR AL, 7 AU 7 DA OETY
BRES L, BOEOIRE, EEEHIEE, ATE - VERROBEVEZBR THET LI LHPREINTW
% (Fujimura 2012; Giannetti, Pedrazzani and Pinto 2019; Gschwend and Zittel 2018; Mickler
2018a, 2018b; Raymond and Holt 2014, 2017, 2019; Riera and Canta 2018), & 52, BEsidfk
Wa5 252 THEmMABZ I o EeiTbe L) LTBY, 1 ¥ A% T —
A& LT, Wil R ERfTo BT ENE OS5 2 651 b 2 £ % (Eggers and
Spirling 2016). WHE D&z 52 5N B I ERE ISR 2HEE2ITo T bH T &
(Benedetto and Hix 2007) 2R3N TV 5,

HARIZBWT Y, BIIHFOEEXFIRICHMRT 2B RERTS. BRZRE. WHEILI
TS 52 LT, BEXICHREZHEL, HETRELZEO L LIEHIN a2 (BEX 2018
10 - HH 1987, Pekkanen, Nyblade, and Krauss 2006; /£ - #A06 1986; Ak 2004) 0 & 512,
B & B OBATER L, R AR S TA5 22l U T, EEORNOLREMHMRL TE 72
(Nemoto, Krauss, and Pekkanen 2008; £ - #3IF 1986) o

ETAHH, T LIRS 2 TREBIEERICHC 2 & THEMREZ SO L2 AT
&5 ] L) EHRIZFEEMICHGE STV RV, FEPIS, WO OM3EIL. AT LREE
ANORLE & FHEOMICIEOMRERT, 7 A W #EHES 2R E LT, Bullock (1972) 3.
HETLHIREARIINB L AR I EOREEETHEINR T W L2 FiET 5, Crain
and Sullivan (1997) . X DHHMUAYICECR ZFTE L CWARBRICET 513, #HEILHE
EEAWMS TS 2 EERT % BARICBW TS, M- 5IF (1987 145-147) 13, FIREOE
ARSI LT EEXALR L D ) OFWILEE, EHESICITE L 72 R O F#EERI
v —J7, EEXFR L DD O ER, KE, L, BEIEITE OB OFERIIEV
ZEERRL, BEOHESIINBET 5 Z LILEFICEFTH 5 LT 5,

L2 L. B OB & B R OMICIEOBEASHR SN LT, &3 L b5k
BRaSTRBEREMEZ B0 T 5 &) BRBIROGEL & 137 5 2y, 287 513, Boidkul®E
FETHENREOREVHEB L RS OZLRREA B SV EELER L5272 ThL 0
D HEDOHEBERO TN D 205 Th Do ZOREDHINEIHEGHIIE T AHNTH S,
BORTEAORG- 2 e & T2 BELEMITHRTH 5 DT, RIEZE THEW IO SV #E
BlIZ5 25 2 LIEEFEOEEENTH Y, fbo T, HETREISVERELUER LD S
HEICG 2 2RO HERRBOERRION FIZET 57259, €610, HEAZ r—A &L
72178 T4 . Pekkanen, Nyblade, and Krauss (2006) (&, HEswix, WK, E&, HREANT
D TRAZEBIROBEIRI C Z EIEFRHETRELZ SO 6N 5720, EEEIIHWERICZ) L
B AEG5 2 TWwH I EaRLTw5h, Tz, AR (2004 554 5) (X, BEITHEVEE T L4
KRR EDNA - RN T4y 7 ARBOERIZHIES 52 L 2R L TWA,
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FERE, O FRERRFVMERE H 0. ZESPTEIIHRITREELED S Lw
) FEHLEEIASIE L ALV L FRL TV % Grimmer and Powell (2013) X, 74 %
BEET-ALL, BLALOZRERIIBVTHEREITB LA 2oTh, BERIKTLE
WZEERL TS, ZOMME LT, Grimmer and Powell iZ. ZE&HTE % k- 7238 14,
Wz 7> by DCALEBKICEL, L)L OBBEB T2 HEHT 5, BEXIZE L
WIET By B & ) b EEXOEHEZ OFRIGo 12iHRE 2 T 54 8, Ko REKGE)
ZWICIEENC & o THIE T 22572 k3 4. $72. Broockman and Butler (2015) (X, 7
T ARSI BNT, HET L2 EBEOFE OBESENAN X FRHII 02458 L 2B M T
W LTHRFLEVOMWHEAFAL, EEFLWZEHSICHE CTE LM L FEORICITAE
GRS RONWI EERLTWA, &512, Cirone and Van Coppenolle (2018) X, 75
Y AEZAAHNC B VT, A bureaux EMEIEN D 11 DTNV —TI2T ¥ ¥ AIZHHE L.
bureaux 2SEHOZBEFTE 2RO L MIZHEHT 5. o L b EBENOMNTHEERIINE
ENDHHEMEIEL. B 5O bureaux IZB W THEIM AN FHREBEXICHE L TV E M2 X > Tk
E &N 5, Cirone and Van Coppenolle I&. [d] U bureaux \[ZFELE XIS L TWAEREDS
I D EBEE I T, TREZEBSP FHBMROERRIECKE 2 &EOERTE I 1E
EOEBEZE2TCnbb00, BFRICIIEEZHG 2 T aWnI L ERT,

WAED T 9 L7z HARFERRL BB B O A % R L 72 B S & 7 A C o 2 ik
DHRBIZGEZZHZBIIOVWTOHRBEERD TV —T, BEREINIT — AD R % 5T
(Grimmer and Powell 2013), [Fl—#Z8 COWMEFHE K O A DI (Broockman and Butler
2015) B & IZ BT R RS OBEIAR &  F72 5 1870 4752 & 1940 4F D273 ¢ (Cirone
and Van Coppenolle 2018) 7 &, 547D — ADUE5k - BREN T, TOHARZDOMD 7 —
AUWZOWTIAKFEHET 22O W TEEMDPEK S, AL, HA—EMETEDH L b DD,
2003 4E72 5 2009 4. 2012 4E20 5 2017 fE ORI B\ TRk bk BB O /N ERZE X2 2 1 D
ENEH L2 2HREEBONM. E&, RoFELEBITTE R LGB s 2179,

2. 5w &R

2.1. iR
JATIREIL, Ak

Bz iss 2 ETHETREZROONL I L2F L L T2 HOEED
SR L T& 7z
i

112, BBIEE B I CBORT A O REHEN - SRR G- & EER A~ OFREE
BRI T B MBIFIE LT, 74 HFESITOHINEE b 5. BORDTE 2 & IZKiE
SNFEEL, EBET L0 TCOBCRERICHEVEEN 2 b0, 20720, HEIZHL O
ZXOFRIZHRT H2EZERICTE L, EBEXICHFZZFEL L9 L35 (Adler and
Lapinski 1997; Shepsle 1978; Shepsle and Weingat 1981; Weingast and Marshall 1988), 7 *
DAEIHIB VT, B, R, mOBEBICHKH 2L T, B IBORERICE S T, #EE
XA EEFE & IR om L% Hig L T\ % (Carroll, Cox, and Pachén 2006; Fujimura
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2012; Gschwend and Zittel 2018; Martin 2014; Mickler 2018a, 2018b; Pekkanen, Nyblade, and
Krauss 2006; Raymond and Holt 2014, 2017, 2019; Riera and Canta 2018; Stratmann and Baur
2002)

B 210, RIS 2L T, MEIIAHEOR TOFHEMBELHDL LN TE L,
Mayhew (1974) 13, B OFEO/DHOOEHE & LT, (1) Eix (advertisement): [#f £ L
A A=V G2 L5HET, LLLFRONFEIZOWTIRIEZEAEHLVITE 72 CBEBRLRW
Ay =PIl BWIHEBREOM THEAEDOANIZ LSO L) LT MEZ & ], (2) ¥#EHR
(credit-claiming): [BIfRT 2EIGT 7 % —WLFE LW EE) T L2 BIFH L\ ITZFO—HH5%E
795 2 LICHEEPEAMICEEEHoTWD E, £ LTI —IBLEEL2 L (3)
33 (position-taking): [EHRT 7 ¥ — 0SB0 & S DWREMED H 5 2 L IZOWT ORI = 5
BRI 52 8] O3RERIRL TWde EIFEKICOC I LT, 29 LEEICHESF T
LPHEEEL, ERIHVREL, FRONNTESTARE L., SV AR
WZTE= VL7 VGERAL) 3§22 LR E 2D, SHIT. BB, HHEEICRH
LT, BAPEMARSCHE I 2 b 7TV E L b,

Do X 91z, HISH 2 & T, BBITBORRBA OIS & #E XA 3555 )
TR A 2 &, AHEEOMTOFHNEMAKLROL ZEDPTNRICELZ LD 2005, K
Tald TRRBISEUT. e, BUeOERICH 2 & T BT RELZEO 5] & v ) BiF 23R
R

2.2, {REH

A LiRoMEmE . HAROT — 2% W THEET % s HARTIL, 1996 40 /NEEE[X 5]
RFAEH OB A LI, WREHRE KB OBORIENORETI DR E > Twb b DD, HHE DM
EXDMENTH Y, 4 OECRIEIZZNENEF CRIFET, BE&TRERES. SRARR
WTRBHRERBRICEESIN TS, £ LCBEREBEREO b & T, MBIRINAT. £
&, HEToOBRMICH 2 & T BURERANOBYS & BERXAOFIREFESTHRICR Y . H
HEIREMELZEHOLI NPT LTSNS,

FRITHBRINER L NERINEZO 2BE LSS 1) . ES TR SNBORIEICEE 2
BEGZDERDIFEAERBETH D, WHITIE, BFETIEERERT 5. EBICHE
2 ESOIHETOERLSEBTH LA, KE, BIKE, KREBUSEIQERERIEE) 217
9%, WIC, BREEMETIE, NEPIPEELTEXIRIET 27201013, SROFEEEZFECT
KENDLZEHPLETHD (GRER). BFEI. BBERAERE. BBEHAESERS. B
RTCHFESIND, BURRERONBEIZOWTEANIIHET 201 HETH Y, HarGi#
HEOHLIEEZHS TWD, HRICIE, ek, BaEAE, BEHaE (2007 4 TBIL) .
ISR EOEBAD Y . TR TOEERECRORHO FEMEH % K27, HEFESIC
REEND &, BEAKICEOLND, HROERIE, 74 7 #EIHES LMK, ZESHPLE
FERHLTBY ., ZESVEROFE-ANEERLIT) . ZERIL, ZERLHFORB, D
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V. BREEOEERHEROFHRICHET 2 HFREOKEZH .

MZT. WHEL %, BRICBWTIZ) LIS 28k, 27 THHEZR EFHEE» S
FHEBOLEE 2, MEHBOA A=, ¥ BORMIE* A ICHRZ D& L1
257259 (Mayhew 1974). & 512, BBICH < 2 & THBIIEWES X L TH ZIZBOkRE
HeFBENZ LD EERTIENTE D,

Db, BB 2 8T BERBSESHANDT 7 £ A L BEXAOMEFLOMES, Ak
BANDEAL - R - GRS ECRRR)) - B OB EFICL., BETRELZ SO 2
LTEDLEEZLND, DX, TRORHAIRRT %,

IREL  FEEEE. B, oIS 2 & T, FETREEL SO 5.
3. T—aLF&E
TROETWVIZL o TIRFHZMGEET 50
Vote Margin; = o + 1 Posty + 2 Terms; + [3 Population Density, + y; + 0, + &, (1)

AE TV 2003 4F20 5 2009 4, 2012 4E7A 6 2017 4FF TUZ 2 | LA EANEZS KSR L 72
EHREREEREONNA VT =S ZFHT %0 SHHAIE, (HOME (THh 5. Bl 213,
2003 4F 11 H o sfakbeak Rz 12 4® L 23R TaH L, 2003 4F 11 A 20 5 RkIENEZEE 0 2005 4
9 H £ TOMIZKERR L 7275%Mk & 2005 4 9 H D fikbiig 5 #2 0@EHE R AT 1 DO AT & 72
%o TRLOME ) ERAEBITERETH L7290, 5HTIZITERD 2 ik x Avb,

HEORBHE R HTIEBELEEIL Vote Margin, TH Y. t IOBRBIZBITHHE 1 O/ S
K TOMRIBEILO BRI TH 5. 21X HEOEHEEKLS 100000 TR piEHS 0%
RS 50000 ZED A Vote Margin,, 1 100000 % 50000 THE| - 7218 2 O3 FTdH 5 0693 &
%ho HENWREOBEZLIONETHE 0L %5, IMEREXHNZB T, WABAHE I L
TEDREDETH S 120 VHEEOEEDOH S 2 b o L b#YICRTIEETH Y . BATHET
LI WS TE (e.g., Fujimura 2007, 2013; Nemoto, Krauss, and Pekkanen 2008;
Pekkanen, Nyblade, and Krauss 2006) o

BWTE D7 — 513 HARBEEH L [ESER] &Er5AF L. 7=ty el 7.
R & MRERIE S & ST R BT Post, TREN Do EBIZIE, BBHTEIZOWTD 101 D8 I —%&
BCTHbo -1 MoEEECTLE L ¢ MoBEZE F COMMICSEIRICTT L L ofF. BELA
FIE0DMHEZ &% RIICELETHEMERLIEH IS, MR ELRLERIE. WEOKRE,
AIRE., REBHE. REREEELZESOZARE, BF, ARREOBER, BBAE. BHH
ok, BERESTaE. MEERE, SMHaE. AISRETH L. WMIZBWT, 2007
FICHET A IS S, ENETRBETEE. BRE. REBBE CTho72. HR
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SEDOERIZDNT, 2016 FFICHME S NS —#& L BRI o E S eh, J—123lk-o
TWd, 72, BEMARERSIE 2001 4RI BMKER S IZUG S AL, & 512 2005 4R 12 BARER 2 &K
FERMEIIAE SN, W—I1XHo T b, HFTOFERIZOWTIL, Hisdko#E ) HEHERE
2007 AETRILEN TV A 2 EOHIN S, AR LEFARES FaRAHE, HETaE, 8
MER) Lv) 200K 55E Lz,

KRETNVIE, FEEEHR (p) CEHEZERSR (6) 2HAVE, ZHIZED, KEETE
B L 2 WERB OFFER BB I LB ORI R IIHHI S N D 20720, HEEEH L G %
FES AR OW & BR LRI & o TR T 2 AR, A O LB L EEX O
SREFIRLOA L EZ 5NDL FHIZEHE LT EBOMNRAEE KT Terms, & EILHESRX
DN Td B Population Density, X AT 5o HEEX O NIH IR TR 22 M5 HA
#hfgEt v ¥ —TRHEEMEED Y 2 7R=U b AT L%

HEREMREH NS Z LT, RET VIR —EEM TORGOEMEE R DL, DF ., K
R TOR—EEHZ LKL, HWREHL &R ELPZET 20 &2 WEES 50 1 Hi T
L7zk 9. Be2#B 2R L72%6. T & #BE R O BTN AEMEATETET 5 1T HE
WD b. Lol BERFITOR—FEB R IE L7256, UREEREEE X O SRR,
NOFERT, BEOMIHAKECETHT LI LIFHERNICEZIIL VW, 2070, [F—# A M
TOEGOESF D Z LT, BRTINEER RIS 2 DB RIEECEDLLEZ D,
WA LRI L 5Ty I A — L L T\ b SEHOFEHRKEHIM IR L7,

4. #ER

GHE I ROEIFET VR ESEZOARTH DA B FEENE & B EER RN T D,
PERERORD103 &7 5720, MAEKTH L MR OFEEME L 2D 95% FHX M %
B 1IZR L 720 5% KM TREEHIII A B 2 SR DPSHER S NI L, AR TR WRIkIZ=A
TEINTVD, 101 OFEED ) B, bR EAFELIT L TR S Nk o 727 iZ
88, BADWENHERR S NZMIL 9. IEOREDHERIN-EKIT4 TH S, KFIEIZEAL
THFRES N,

M 111k, KEICOWTORREERL TWE, ABREICHTT S L. KEL ORZERL)S
248% AT B, —F . REKE L BMKEREISRIET 2 &, 221 185%. 24.3% KT ¥
5o TNPNOKEOBTIAT RS EIIIEEL G2 Ty, X121, BIKE & KR
BB EOKRERL TS, BEEERKEOAEELIRIFHER SN, MITET L L RELED
BEREHD163% KT T2, 2NUNOREIKE, KREBHBEIZOWTE, EEVTILORRD
RSNV, M1-31d, RERFERZERZERLBFOMRELRT, BBEERZEEL
BMATT 2 Lk L ORERLD 167% FAT 5. —F. EETHEEASTREE. RFEXRAR
AZEE. BAZEARMFEIIRMLT 2 L. ZNZEN148%. 266%. 136% 1K T3 5, ZhList
DEINZOWTORBIIHER SN2 K14 1E, BREOERIZOWTORKETH 5, B
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FAESEE BHAETRSRICRET 2 &R A L OBZEERLAZNZN 160%. 189% FH-3 5,
—J. BHEmBaRE, CRRFHSRICRIET 5 &, 221 160%. 189% K T3 %, Z
NUS DRI D W TORBITHER S N0,

BORAI L VO BERH L 45 L —E LR EITIIE L — B L RS HE SNk,
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