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Changes in Market Conditions Due to COVID-19 in the Film Industry:
Considerations on Government Regulation of Business Operations
and the Proliferation of Video Streaming Services

Jin NAKAMURA

Abstract

This study will focus on the film industry to determine the impact of government
regulations and self-regulation by industry associations on the operators in light of the spread
of COVID-19. Films can be viewed at home and other locations, and are not necessarily only
available at movie theaters. However, due to the structure of the film industry, it was
customary for new films to be viewed only in theaters. However, the spread of COVID-19
has had a significant impact on the film industry. Many theatres were forced to temporarily
close their doors and were unable to show new releases. Some companies, like Disney, have
decided to focus on video streaming. At the same time, there were some new developments,
such as the movie theater industry's agreement with movie companies to share a portion of
the profits from video distribution. As a result, it can be said that the film industry has been
forced to change the framework in which movie theaters have been the main and auxiliary
users of video distribution. This was not only a result of changes in the natural environment,

but also the impact of government regulations and self-regulation by industry associations.
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