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Is the Nature of the Policies Related to the Promotion
of Overcoming Population Decline and Vitalizing Local Economy
(POPDVLE) Competitive and Selective?

Etsuhiro NAKAMURA

Abstract
In 2014, Japanese government has started a series of policies named the Promotion of
Overcoming Population Decline and Vitalizing Local Economy (POPDVLE) as the five-year
program, which aimed to help municipalities to keep their population against the aging
society. We conducted a survey on the POPDVLE policies among municipalities in Tokai
area in 2019. In addition, I also made a dataset of the allocation of the grant for the
municipalities for the POPDVLE purposes. With these two datasets, I investigate the nature

of the policies and municipalities’ reactions to them.
Previous research considers POPDVLE policies encourage the competition and selection
among municipalities. However, based on the municipal survey, municipalities in Tokai area,
especially economically weak ones, appreciate the positive aspects of POPDVLE policies. In
addition, although the POPDVLE grant is competitive fund and the proposals from
municipalities are reviewed, the allocation of POPDVLE grant is more generous and easier
for small municipalities to apply for. Therefore, POPDVLE policies contribute the

equalization of municipalities.
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