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Is Modern Japanese Diplomacy Currently Transforming
Its Implementation System?
Focusing on Japan's Inbound Tourism Policy, Its Subnational
Government Diplomacy, and Kantei Diplomacy

Shinsuke TAKEMOTO

Abstract

This article examined the transformation of contemporary Japanese diplomacy by
understanding the reality of subnational government diplomacy in Japan. As a case study, it
also investigated Japan's rapidly expanding inbound tourism policy. The reason for this is
that inbound tourism policy can be seen as a foreign policy strengthening soft power and
public diplomacy.

This paper draws on previous research on inbound tourism policy and confirms that the
role of subnational governments is crucial to its implementation. Through this discussion, we
conclude that with the expansion of Japan's inbound tourism policy, the role of subnational
governments as actors in Japan's diplomacy is increasing, and that inbound policy is
transforming contemporary Japanese diplomacy.

In short, this paper argues that as the inbound tourism policy expands in the future, the
interaction between central and subnational governments will become increasingly important

in contemporary Japanese diplomacy.
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