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Kyoto’s Party System and Its Local Elections
from April 2019 to February 2020

Hideaki ASHITATE

Abstract

Depending on where they live, voters can see various party systems in their local
legislative bodies, which both influence and are influenced by national politics. In Kyoto, three
consecutive elections were held. At the local elections in April 2019, voters elected members
for the city legislative and prefectural bodies; in February 2020, the mayoral elections took
place. Between these events, in July 2019, the national elections were conducted for the
Upper House. According to opinion surveys conducted by media and Kyoto City, two
changes can be observed. First is the widening of the behavioral gap between supporters of
the Democratic Party for the People and those of the Constitutional Democratic Party of
Japan despite the two parties originally belonging to one larger party: the Democratic Party.
Second is the increasingly similar voting behaviors of the supporters of the Democratic Party
for the People, Kvoto-to (the Kyoto Party), and Kyoto Ishin no Kai (a local branch of the
national party, the Japan Innovation Party). These two changes can revitalize the party
system in Kyoto, which may affect the behaviors of national politicians elected from its

districts.
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