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Abstract
Guided tours have been playing a very important role in the recent tourism

phenomenon. The purpose of this paper is to review the study of guided tours
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in the field of tourism research and to present the issues involved. Although
many case studies of guided tours in Japan have been accumulated since the
2000s, they are still divided by subject, field and case, and lack the perspective
of systematically situating them in the current tourism phenomenon. E. Cohen
(1985) can be said to be the first to have presented such a systematic map. In
this article, we will return to that point and, based on subsequent
developments, draw some suggestive conclusions about the direction of the
study of guided tours. In particular, in relation to the “tourism system”, I will

present how various guided tours should be positioned and analyzed.
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