125

aa %O B
— [—HEE - —RBDEE ] ORGP S5—

Tourism after the COVID-19 Epidemic Disaster
— from the Viewpoint of the Folk Lifeworld of
Ordinary People and Tourists
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Abstract

This paper tries to explore the tourism after the COVID-19 epidemic
disaster from the viewpoint of the folk lifeworld of ordinary people and
tourists. The declaration of a state of emergency and the government’s request
for avoiding going outdoors prove clearly that the direct face-to-face “chatting
and idle talk” and “Sanmitsu (3 %)" (close and intimate distance, closed space
and tight cluster)are not “non-essential or unnecessary” but the “necessities of
life” for us, ordinary people and tourists. The ordinary tourists are not special.
If the ordinary people leave home or “uchi (9 )" to the outdside or “soto (&
&) for pleasure, they will be ordinary tourists. And if they come back home,
they will return to ordinary people. The ordinary people and the tourists as
well as “inside and outside” are both sides of a matter. In our folk lifeworld we
confront with awe and fear a violent deity (or disaster) and a guest god (or
blessings), earth beings (nature, animals), human beings, artifacts etc. in a
similar way. And we inspect closely, welcome with ritual and hospitality, and
send off them alike. The viewpoint of earth beings clears the path to the folk
lifeworld which will confirm the possibility of coping and negotiating with all
things. As a feature of postmodernity we can indicate “fusion of boundary” but

in our folkloristic world we have already witnessed the fusion of boundary
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between human and non-human. The today’s fusion between hosts and guests
must be investigated from the viewpoint of folk lifeworld. And the fusion
between human and non-human will clear the path to a new “local culture

tourism” based on this folk lifeworld.
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Key words : ordinary people and ordinary tourists, folk lifeworld, “uchi
(inside)” and “soto (outside)”, human and non-human, fusion of

binary opposition, local culture tourism
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