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Abstract

While the considerable potential of woody resource availability exists in the farming and mountainous areas of
Japan, most of these areas are currently unsuccessful at making use of the potential and are even becoming
depopulated. One such area is Shimokawa Town in Hokkaido Prefecture, which has earned attention as a remarkable
case of regional vitalization through implementing local forest management and woody-biomass energy use. This
paper outlines the current forestry situation using information obtained from the authors’ field survey in October
2019. It summarizes the contributions of forest products and biomass industries to this town's achievement of
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Based on circular forest management, a variety of activities involving the
comprehensive forest industries have contributed to the environmental, economic, and social aspects of sustainable
development, and these endeavors have been recognized as a practice model of SDGs that makes use of local
resources. The maintenance and development of the model is required over the long-term to meet two mutually
influential challenges: increasing the profitability of every entity associated with the comprehensive forest industries,
including biomass-based energy production, and improving net population migration to sustain the industries’

workforce and energy purchasers in the future.
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