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The Notification System in terms of the Grasping the National Population

: Focusing on the Death Notification System from 1876 to 1884

Koyo HORIIKE

Abstract

This paper examines the role of the death notification system in the Meiji period from the viewpoint of the
grasping the national population and their size by the government. The notification system is based on the voluntary
action of the governed and relies on a division of role between the government and the governed. For this
relationship to be established and for the system to function stably, the governed have to recognize the legitimacy of
public authority and obligation of political obedience.

Thus, if the costs are not undertaken by the governed, additional deprivations of benefit or some incentives are
required. On the other hand, there are some inherent peculiarities of the death notification: the party the notification
and the notifier are different, the additional cost of proving the fact, and the unpredictability of death. The death
notification system, established in 1876, procured the legitimacy for the governed’'s voluntary action and the
additional costs to be undertaken from the remnants of the old practice. To address the issue of non-notified cases,
the linkage between the death notification system and the cemetery burial administration was established in 1894,
which can effectively suppress the non-notified cases. Therefore, the death notification system of the Meiji period
was able to respond to some issues and avoid major conflicts by preserving contacts with the old practice and
integrating it with new system. In this sense, this paper concludes the death notification system was an important

element in the consolidation of the nation for the Meiji government.
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