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A Focus on People’s Attitude to an Election:
Citizen’s Perception of an Electoral Function

Hiroshi MURAYAMA

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify how to make electoral democracy better by focusing on citizen’'s perception

of an electoral function with regard to the decline of a turnout in a local election. What functions should be focused

on concerning people’s political attitude motivating to vote? What characteristics in structure of citizen's perception

of an electoral function may be found by analyzing survey results conducted by the Election Administration

Committee of Kyoto City? The interesting discussion in this paper is about the conceptualization and the model of

the structure of citizen’s perception of an electoral function. The model is explained by the relationships between the

electoral function, the electoral significance and the electoral role perceived by citizens. The important finding

according to this model is that an effective method to promote the better electoral democracy is citizen's perceiving

the electoral significance as a voting right.
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