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Abstract of Doctoral Thesis
How to Realize Inclusive Education in Japan:

Focusing on the Differences in Special Needs Education among Prefectures

Doctoral Program in Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences
Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences

Ritsumeikan University

N X AR
SHIBAGAKI Noboru

The education for children with disabilities in Japan has been promoted through the special needs education
system within the existing separation policy. Although the education system is promoted under the same
nationwide policy, differences can be found among prefectures when we compare the current situation such as
the number of students for special needs education and educational expenses. By examining the differences
among prefectures in the status of special needs education and the causes for such differences, this paper aims
to suggest effective directions and measures to improve realizing inclusive education in Japan. Thus, this
research compared and examined the differences in special needs education among prefectures based on data
such as the number of subjects and educational expenses. The result finds that the differences were made in
the operational side, such as the different degree to respect the intentions of the individual students and their
guardians in choosing school, and the differences in the standards for the eligible students of special needs
education. What school demand is a flexible operation of the education course and a guarantee of financial
resources to provide suitable education for such students. The conclusion suggests, to improve realizing
inclusive education so that all children can learn together, the right of the individual students and their guardian
to choose a school should be respected, and flexibility should be secured in organizing the curriculum for
children with disabilities to learn in regular classes. In allocating educational expenses, the financial budget
should be distributed to each child according to the type and degree of disability. The conclusion also
emphasizes that it is necessary to set standards and systematically improve basic learning environment such as

the renovation of school facilities.
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