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This paper aims to reveal why and how persons with psychosocial disabilities have developed global
solidarity and been active as a worldwide organization. Most historical accounts of psychosocial
disability describe “developments” in theories and practices for curing and controlling persons with
psychosocial disabilities, paying little attention to their activities. Previous research on social
movements of persons with psychosocial disabilities mainly analyzed movements that complaint against
the mental health system in the United States and United Kingdom and explained their insistence as a
factor of solidarity and conflict. Persons with psychosocial disabilities, however, have developed global
solidarity despite the great diversity in insistence and situations. This paper thus describes the modern
history of the European and worldwide movements to explain how and why the members have worked
together, focusing mainly on the World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (WNUSP) and
the European Network of (Ex-)Users and Survivors of Psychiatry (ENUSP). First, this paper illustrates
how the members met transnationally and established both organizations, which then, changed their
names to clarify the diversity of members’ insistence. Second, it explains the reason ENUSP changed
their attitude toward cross-disability movements and describes their activities in the Eastern Europe.
Third, it analyzes the membership rule of WNUSP to reveal the mechanism of preserving the diversity
of insistence and explains why the number of WNUSP participants increased rapidly by focusing on the
relationship with cross-disability movements. Finally, the paper reveals that persons with psychosocial
disabilities find out personal histories of being denied own experience and/or opinion by other person as

the basis of European and worldwide solidarity.



