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B AR

Abstract

According to the Oxford English Dictionary (online), the adverb maybe first appeared in 1400.
However, although maybe now seems a quite common adverb in English, this adverb did not appear
frequently until the middle of the nineteenth century. Some English-Japanese dictionaries
published in Japan describe the meaning and possibility of occurrence of maybe and its synonyms,
using percentages that vary for each adverb. The OED explanation of maybe, on the other hand,
can be read as stating that maybe is equivalent to possibly and perhaps. Additionally, one English-
Japanese dictionary suggests that certain auxiliary verbs tend to collocate with these adverbs, such
as should tending to collocate with probably. Since the frequency of occurrence of maybe in COHA
soared from 1890s until 2000s, chiefly in the fiction genre, this paper will investigate the frequency
of the other adverbs synonymous to it, perhaps, possibly, and probably, and the collocations of these
four adverbs and modal auxiliary verbs to observe how these frequencies have changed and
whether there are differences from 1810 to 2000. Even though the frequency of maybe surged from
1890, the other adverbs’ frequencies of use, particularly perhaps and possibly, have not dwindled in
the face of the increased use of maybe. Moreover, the analysis of this paper reveals that probably
tends to collocate with will/would rather than should. This paper observes the vicissitudes from
1810 to 2000 on maybe and the other similar adverbs and the modal auxiliary verbs, which collocate

with these adverbs.
*—7— K : g, ByEhE, maybe, Corpus of Historical American English
1. (ZIU®IC

Bk, WESLHAGEICHO T IEILL, ZOEKRS LR L5 4 LT 5, Mz T,
FEREVPEFRMEFEZFHT LI, HELAORBER LAV LR EILLT, ¥HEESHICT
7D —RAL I NI IR O FE T2 2 %\, i, Fi— S N75E I FJF = 5
WL EYEY, — /T, BHROBALRLOZIFIELENICIZFBNIALOFAEERTOD
T/, FRBOEFRFBROEERODLIZILETHLEE R D,

KfgTlE, 1810 LD 7 X ) A FFEO 2 — 8N A 2 L T 1810 4482 5 2000 £ F T
W% 10 42 Z & 1241, maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably O#HEEZ AL & Z S OFEIG & BB
DOk & BRI ISR T 50 19 AL HE X D maybe 2V SN L BHEIM 2 72Cb DI, o
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VAl E AR LR ZE 327 2 75

DRI OHEDWAT 50 L9 2, F 7-FIF possibly & ByE)E] can/could 133558 L 23w
DWE) DT A HIFEIRE Lo, 8L,

2. MREDMRTE

Oxford English Dictionary (4 >~ 5 4 YK ; LL'F OED) @ maybe ®IH (s.v. maybe) LA O
Il snTBY, FEOEKE W) M Tl maybe & perhaps, possibly (&3 X Z[EERIZH W
HIENTEDL L HITHAMNS,

adv. A. 1. a.
Possibly; perhaps.

Z® OED IZ2B1F % maybe ®IHOFLRIE, [V —=7 ZARAFEME S ) (LLF G5) 12515
£ 9 7, maybe & possibly 2355 CTHilEN 5 D D TiE % £, possibly @A, maybe & Y 55
LTFEOWMEED 2V IIMBEOEBREES TS L )itk B> Twd (UWTFIIHEOT
FUITERICL D),

s.v. maybe

L2Eickas, bLalzs, Drokld (@ (1) MLFOEHRE LIRS
FEZH 5 HFLEE 5 55 LT OHE1E EE1Z probably, maybe, perhaps, possibly DJNEIZEG L % 5
Fkik (3) perhaps DF DW= 27 Y ANH Y, #HEFHTIE perhaps DAL L FHw
5N5)

(G5)

F7:, WL G5 @ perhaps DA R 2 &, ZOMEEIZOWTHEIZEANZHE THB S Tw
bo TOHMEE R AR Y T, possibly & maybe DFERREICIE2E23H Y, T 72 maybe &
probably O HIZ b BUHIZEN R S5 5,

s.v. perhaps &
(2) EEOEEV] FHMEORGE 2 L FOMEREICE > TBBI NI L UT
DE I b, a) 30%LLF : possibly. b) 30% LL_E : perhaps. ¢) 35-50% : maybe. d) 65%
VL E :likely. e) 70% LL_L : probably, presumably. [...]

(G5)

G5 Dtk % HitrB ) Tl&, probably, maybe, perhaps, possibly ® ZNZNDETIEEED 5V
FHREME I3 D B RICR 2 5 — 77T, OED ?iitili 12 BTl maybe, perhaps, possibly ®
SHIFICB VTR E R ET LR VRICTHEAIN S, MOTMEFELY L THRD L, G5 1T LM%
I E R EN TR, DFD [va X7 A%MEME 4] (DUF W4 oidiiciohs
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X 9512, maybe DIEIZ perhaps IZZE SN TWTH, possibly Ziti XN TH5F, OED &k
MFEEORLRIZIE, AToEIEbLIL,

s.v. maybe
L [[(ARE%E]] GEEIZ WA b Lrdse, ZEi2kbE (perhaps); 7284, BZHL
(W4)

% 72, Cobuild Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 9" ed. (LL'F C9) @ maybe M IHIZ1Z, perhaps X°
possibly 232655 & LTHIB SN TIEWARWH D0, possibly 28 H (FBIE)E may & IEi2) L
THHENTHBY, maybe & possibly DEIRDIT X &Gt L Z LI TE S,

s.v. maybe
1 ADV You use Maybe to express uncertainty, for example when you do not know that
something is definitely true, or when you are mentioning something that may possibly
happen in the future in the way you describe.
2 ADV You use maybe when you are making suggestions or giving advice. Maybe is also
used to introduce polite requests.
3 ADV You use maybe to indicate that, although a comment is partly true, there is also
another point of view that should be considered.

(C9)

Greenbaum (1969) = Quirk et al. (1985) (&, Zh 5 OEIFE DR %2 BARK 72 B fli % Fw T
FHL Ty, Quirk et al. (1985: 620) Ti, “Content disjuncts” % “Type (a): Degree of
truth” B £ O° “Type (b): Value judgment” ® 2 ¥ 4 FI25HE L 72, “Type (a)” X 5123 7 )V —
TV253F 72 “Group (ii) These express some degree of doubt” |2 maybe, perhaps, possibly % fi/ &
FIFCwb, B, S6LEMMMLIIRINT RV, IS 3EFEZIEILOHZDOMDIFH
TV =TI HENT WS LREIFIIZ X 5 “degree of doubt” DZEIEIW S M2k o T sy, /N
(1989: 1379) ¥, maybe & perhaps @ B 4% 12 © \» T, Swan (1980), Greenbaum (1969),
McCaleb and Yasuda (1983) #ZHi L7z LT, DO X HIHHAL Twb,

Perhaps & maybe: & b IZHAAD D F D % Gl LFORPMEFE KD K3 omaybe 1& Tt
may be that ...” 2358 L T T& /275 T, perhaps X ) L U7 & L2k, SiLE#T
HENL, FICKERRETEH SN,

(IIL. BEEF 0 2. F5E & OBtk (1)

Iz T, perhaps, possibly, probably (Z2WT, BTFDO X IZHML, Szl TIEELTY
Wb DD, probably, perhaps, possibly Z L ENL DM REN: - fERICELTDH S EFHH LTV 5,
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SLarfEE R LR 32 2

Wb (240 B2 5L ] OFEE KT probably 13 HAAD D4 D ROBHAIZH B
S [ AJL] OWEEME% RS, F1UIxt L perhaps, possibly Tid@flZit L v ]
FETEAMRN Z E AR EN S, ¥ 51 possibly D JiH —#% (2 perhaps & ) bW HER 2R :

(/P (1989: 1380)

OED Tld, maybe O#Hi 1400 £ & SR T2, ZTORBEEKIMEbIL L%, 191
FPZCHE (IFISFHACL >0 He i), MY LA > Tw b L OB YD %,

s.v. maybe, adv., n., and adj. Etymology

Although found in major 17th-cent. writers, the word is not frequent in standard literary

English before the mid 19th cent., but becomes frequent in poetic sources in the later 19th

cent. It occurs frequently in 19th-cent. novels as a marker of dialectal or colloquial speech,
and is labelled in N.E.D. (1906) as ‘archaic and dialectal’ and by J. Elphinston Princ. Eng.
Lang. (1750) as a colloquialism, although it is entered without comment in Johnson,

Webster, Imperial Dict., and Cent. Dict.

JEIZZEF 72 OED ®DEE# T, maybe, perhaps, possibly DS D ZEIIFFMNIZ N TE 5,
maybe OHIZ perhaps & possibly 2’ FIFEEE & L THEL SN TV L DA TH b, Z D maybe A3
BICEDNS L) o722 LT, DK TH S perhaps, possibly DFEH S 2 BHEEEE L
19 AL S B D 2 WA L7200 B2 AR THLRI L2 w—2HOMETH %,
ZODIZ, TAYAFEFICRES LT S D00, 1810 FUEDOREEL R EZ 4 ¥ ¥ ¥ VIlh
ML THbHa3—,%Z Corpus of Historical American English (UL'F COHA) % H\ T, maybe,
perhaps, possibly, probably D% 7 — & OAFAET 5 1810 805 10 4E T & ITHIH L, g
LW 100 HiEdH 720 O%flEi (Per Million Words; UL F PMW) IZiE L7 D% 5Hr, #
%49 %, (maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably ® 4 GlF D FFOfEFEME DR, ISP ED X H I
WG SN TV B0, KON % v T#% L 72 Miyake (1996) = Pic and Furmaniak
(2012) ZZHENIz.)

ARTEET 5HH ) —DOD ML, maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably &, EBI#E (HEEOB)
i ;. modal auxiliary verbs) D ILEMAN]TH 5, G5 D perhaps DIAIZIE, possibly & &L { —f#
WCHW SN B HEE BB X could & might, probably & should TH 5 & &h, F7- [#ED
may (21& perhaps D EIZ T TICEH T T 5 DT Perhaps they may know the answer to that
question. DFEIZ\V ) DIRXICFEMTH 57205, 2OLVORFELZETDOIZLIELIZHVSNR S,
EENTWD (swv. perhaps, #hik (1) [BhEIFEAOMAEDHLE]), [HED may] |2 [perhaps ®
BRI TIHEENTWS] LD B, perhaps DEA may ICEZFNTWED% 5, OED T
IZZ8F 51T 5 maybe % possibly (& &9 DA, 72, #1z13 possibly & can/could D 3iE
IR GFEHE LTEHITON T A REEIED 2020, v SR 5, 1810 445 5 2000 4E
£V FeodbREN 2 EL L72ve RETIY 12885, LDUF Swan (1997) Otk xS
#12, 8% oughtto @ 2 ZETHW SN S ought Z R\ 72 9 BIEh#E 2R E§ 5,
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The verbs can, could, may, might, will, would, shall (mainly British English), should, must
and ought are called ‘modal auxiliary verbs’. They are used before the infinitives of other
verbs, and add certain kinds of meaning connected with certainty or with obligation and

freedom to act (see next section).
(Swan (1997: 333))

/NP (1989: 1374, NB21) i, perhaps & & HIZHW S5 ByE)E] & L T shall, can, could, may,
might % 2817 CT\ %, ¥ 7z, [ perhaps, possibly (2B 85 may & I3 % %3, probably (3@ F1A4T
(IVE (1989: 1381)), [possibly & may & DIt % 0@ L 35 A b DH 5 [Copperud] 75, FEIZ
BHWSHNS.] UM (1989: 1423)) & LTW5BA5, SEICfiltnzz G5 I 515 perhaps & may
DR IZOVTIFRR TN TRV,

3. oMk

AHiTIX, COHA 57— % %4l L, maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably @ 1810 4£4%
A5 2000 4EAC £ TD 104E 2 & 0 A 41 B 0 FLis o7 Je OV 4 Bl 3 & BB Ei o AR 2 005 % 0
COHAD YV x Y Vit id 45 L 7% - THB Y, fiction, popular magazine (magazine/mag),
newspapers (news), non-fiction books (nf) T3 %, news D& 1860 &ELIEDOTF— 7 TH V), M
D3V x yVFVTRY 18I0 FELEDT— 5 Th %o

fiF L7z COHA & — %13, BEIC45HE oTHBY, TRENDI0ETLICT + VT HITE
NbDTHb, ZOWET LD T+ VIR LERGEZ G 2L L7 7 A VEER L
(@), A2V 7 (b) CTEIFADAERENE %KD 720

a. perl -ne if (A\b (maybe|perhaps|possibly|probably) \b/gi) {print}’ COHA_FILE_YEAR >
ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR

b. perl -ne ‘while (/b (maybe|perhaps|possibly|probably) \b/gi) {Sa = lc $&; print “Sa\n"}’
ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR | sort | uniq -c

W, AZVTIMICBITFEZT7 A NVARIERE LEBEOT7 7 A VHEIIRLRLERLELTED,
F 72817k [YEAR] o501, 1810, 1820... L MR OEMRICHDLETEE L TEITL T 5,
PMW %ZRDDLEDH5FE DL, 77 ANTEDORM =2 V1%, UTORZ )T MIXoTRD
2o T77ANTEDERREE, b—2Y, PMWIZHBTOXL O@l) TH b,

(c.) perl-pe‘s/[.,;:1?""]+/ NONWORD/g; COHA_FILE_YEAR | perl -pe ‘'s/NONWORD//g;
| perl -ne ‘while (/A\b[A-Za-z0-9-]\b/gi) {print “S&\n"} | we -1
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B R SCIL7E 3278 2 7

% 1. Maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably O4RSEE, b—2 >, PMW

frequencies PMW frequencies PMW
maybe _perhaps possibly probably| TOKENS  RATES| maybe perhaps possibly probablyl maybe _perhaps possibly probably| TOKENS _RATES| maybe perhaps possibly probably
fiction 1810 237 17 15 611,115 0.61 0.00 387.82 27.82 24.55 news 1810 - - - -1- - - - - -
1820 26 1,715 173 481 3,559,095 3.56 731 481.86 48.61 135.15 1820 - - - - - - - -
1830| 85 2725 224 63| 7205989 7.21| 1180 37816 3109 9201 1830
1840 178 2,912 331 689 8,386,935 8.39 2122 347.21 39.47 82.15 1840
1850 136 3,799 442 1,031 8,637,520 8.64] 15.75 439.83 5117 119.36| 1850 - - -1- - - - - -
1860 428 3,555 351 966 8,775,000 8.78] 48.77 405.13 40.00 110.09 1860 - 65 23 88 251,623 0.25 0.00 258.32 91.41 349.73
1870 346 4,061 613 996 9,715,096 9.72 35.61 418.01 63.10 102.52 1870 7 267 117 327 985,653 0.99 7.10 270.89 118.70 33176
1880 456 4,253 657 1,245 | 10,630,841  10.63 42.89 400.06 61.80 117.11] 1880 - 228 128 457 | 1,303,161 1.30 0.00 174.96 98.22  350.69
1890 351 4,204 729 1,309 | 10,624,072 10.62 33.04 39571 68.62 123.21] 1890 7 240 145 450 | 1,328,524 133 527 180.65 109.14 338.72
1900| 1,098 4,484 669 1,105 | 11,397,053 11.40| 96.34 393.44 58.70 96.95 1900 14 175 95 320 | 1,390,525 139 10.07 125.85 68.32 230.13
1910| 1,878 4,389 704 1,441 | 11,295,524 11.30| 166.26 388.56 6233 127.57| 1910 6 257 108 395 | 1,471,724 1.47, 4.08 174.63 7338 26839
1920 2,432 4,338 589 1,818 | 11,908,154 11.91| 204.23 364.29 49.46  152.67| 1920 48 618 251 1,050 | 3,466,223 3.47] 13.85 178.29 7241 302.92
1930| 3544 3,832 547 1,901 | 11,287,083 11.29| 31399 339.50 4846 168.42 1930 51 556 296 1075 | 3483696  3.48| 1464 15960 84.97 30858
1940| 4,555 4,294 611 2,049 | 11,355,946 11.36| 401.11 378.13 53.80 180.43 1940 45 584 270 902 | 3,398,337 3.40 13.24 171.85 79.45 265.42
1950/ 4,883 4,029 677 2,117 | 11,418,366 11.42| 427.64 352.85 59.29 185.40 1950 82 624 256 736 | 3,400,897 3.40] 2411 183.48 75.27 216.41
1960| 4,976 3,898 748 2,271 | 11,017,890 11.02| 451.63 353.79 67.89  206.12 1960 91 608 257 791 | 3,268,615 3.27] 27.84 186.01 78.63 242.00
1970| 5,732 3,892 670 2,651 | 11,042,106 11.04| 519.10 352.47 60.68 240.08 1970 206 741 265 739 | 3,239,980 3.24] 63.58 228.71 81.79 228.09
1980| 5,886 3,867 613 2,873 | 11,534,362 11.53| 51030 335.26 53.15 249.08 1980 388 793 182 927 | 3,847,435 3.85| 100.85 206.11 47.30 240.94
199| 7,888 3478 599 3,208 | 12,743,270 1274 61899 27261 47.01 25174 1990| 664 709 155 828 | 3,969,602  3.97| 16727 17861 39.05 208.59
2000| 8,389 3,442 786 3,974 | 13,974,102 13.97| 600.32 246.31 56.25 284.38 2000 559 529 142 772 | 3,813,548 3.81| 146.58 138.72 37.24 20244
mag 1810} - 50 7 17 84,287 0.08] 0.00 593.21 83.05 201.69 nf 1810 9 180 31 105 429,789 0.43 20.94 41881 7213 24431
1820 3 734 74 466 1,631,869 1.63 1.84 449.79 45.35 285.56| 1820 6 574 94 251 | 1,391,527 139 431 412.50 67.55 180.38
1830) 5 1293 186  847| 2986608 299 167 43293 6228 28360 1830 29 841 87  516| 2,897,442  290| 1001 29026 30.03 178.09
1840 12 1,202 186 722 3,385,220 3.39] 3.54 355.07 5494 213.28 1840 15 977 117 625 | 3,407,232 3.41 4.40 286.74 3434 18343
1850 8 1,387 130 682 4,007,352 4.01 2.00 346.11 3244 17019 1850 18 711 139 607 | 2,946,667 2.95 6.11 241.29 47.17  206.00
1860 23 1,566 246 846 4,225,930 4.23 5.44 370.57 58.21 200.19 1860 15 670 122 581 | 2,764,676 2.76) 543 24234 44.13  210.15
1870 26 1,731 283 1,040 4,240,581 4.24] 6.13  408.20 66.74 24525 1870 16 750 128 504 | 2,650,581 2.65 6.04 282.96 48.29 190.15
1880 20 1,692 303 968 4,241,526 4.24] 472 39891 7144 22822 1880 18 848 143 832 | 2,894,981 2.89 622 292.92 49.40 287.39
1890 30 1,729 372 1,027 | 4449366 445 674 38859 8361 230.82 1890| 312 734 146 463 | 2,882,110  2.88| 10825 254.67 50.66 160.65
1900 42 1,902 463 1,240 4,815,847 4.82] 872 394.95 96.14 257.48 1900 22 1,046 220 913 | 3,227,098 3.23 6.82 324.13 68.17 282.92
1910 61 2,234 445 1,218 5,405,787 5.41] 1128 413.26 8232 225.31 1910 104 1,123 299 943 | 3,361,909 3.36 30.93 334.04 88.94 280.50
1920 108 2,403 468 1,345 5,852,968 5.85 18.45 410.56 79.96  229.80| 1920 22 1,027 249 874 | 3,126,905 3.13 7.04 32844 79.63  279.51
1930 260 1,699 459 1,372 5,775,193 5.78] 4502 294.19 79.48  237.57| 1930 47 928 244 817 | 2,927,632 2.93 16.05 316.98 83.34 279.07
1940 353 1,698 381 1,455 | 5598325 560 6305 30331 6806 259.90) 1940 30 772 219 808| 2901973 290| 1034 26603 7547 27843
1950 454 1,483 373 1,305 5,715,863 5.72] 79.43  259.45 65.26 228.31 1950 89 1,079 197 878 | 2,937,112 2.94] 3030 367.37 67.07 298.93
1960 559 1,757 384 1,262 5,626,912 5.63] 99.34 31225 68.24 224.28 1960 58 915 234 711 | 2,983,711 2.98 19.44  306.67 7843 23829
1970 591 1,843 375 1,295 5,512,446 5.51| 107.21 334.33 68.03 234.92 1970 94 968 177 658 | 2,856,202 2.86) 3291 33891 61.97 230.38
1980 679 1,777 325 1,170 5,728,434 5.73| 11853 310.21 56.73  204.24) 1980 97 1,171 200 697 | 2,914,872 2.91 33.28 40173 68.61 239.12
1990/ 1,088 1,750 365 1,770 7,237,625 7.24| 15033 241.79 50.43  244.56 1990 146 968 178 646 | 2,967,189 2.97| 49.20 326.23 59.99 217.71
2000] 1,192 1,501 349 1,651 7,482,775 7.48] 159.30 200.59 46.64  220.64] 2000 312 734 146 463 | 2,996,510 3.00] 104.12 244.95 48.72  154.51

32 MiTRZEIE L BEF oLRICOWTIE, Tt Lz 4R8IF % & 417 (ADV_COHA_
FILE_YEAR) #MFEMGLE L, ZNENDT 74 VIZBWT, ZREIEORHIH 3§ (770 KWIC
ZAVER) \ZBIN 2 BB & Rl & G L Tw 2 AR TR %3, KWIC OER I U KWIC 2
SEhEhE & oMM T A1EE L, DTOFERTRZ ) 7 M Tk o 72,

L TEIATH TH 2HIZ D1 5] mi 7F A =71 ¥ Ok C24THHIZ <HEAD>
D2 %o

2.[%7 74 V& 147 1 afl28E]

perl -ne ‘while (/\b[A-Za-z0-9-]\b/gi) {print “S&\n"}' ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR > ADV_
COHA_FILE_YFEAR 1

3. [1AT 1 @RISR AT Z 1 >~ b ]

wc-1ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR 1

4. [n1477 74 V% 6 TO1ER]

tail -99998 ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR_1 > ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR 2 ...

5. [147 157 74 V& 0123456 7 7 A Vaia L, LATT#ED 7 74 V&R

paste -d * * ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR_1 ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR_2 ADV_COHA_FILE_
YEAR_3 [...] ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR 7> 7_ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR

6. [node I273 Ty R DEIFI23H 5ATOAHHM L, EFZE D7 7 4 V& VE]

perl -ne 'while (/*(\SAW) {3} \bmaybe\W/g) {print}’ 7_ADV_COHA_FILE_YEAR > maybe_
KWIC_YEAR

7.REZEDKWIC 7 7 4 V& D, SLBhB)EE o B EE £ il ]

perl -ne ‘if (/\b(can|could|will|lljwould|shall|should|must|may|might)\b/gi) {Sa = lc $&;
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print “Sa\n”}’ maybe_KWIC_YEAR | sort | uniq -c | sort-rn

TFIE7 T SR -ZNZhoBBFOHEE, b—27 2 THEHD, 1000000 % #1) 72 PMW
ZEM L, EEPEEIGE PMW/ & PMW 12T, SERLZEIEFEO PMW I2BIT5, &RIE L
ZBhEhE SR PMW OEI4 % 598 & Lz,

3.1 EIFEDEE

TITH, COHAILBUIZ4RGE%Z VX Y VT L RUBROAREERX KT D=2~
BAEDLICPMWIZEL, 10EZTECHTTHNT 5, B, A TIZEEHEL PMW I2E
LBz g b (M EIPRZ L &9 2%,

fiction TOHEZ 10FETEIZHTASL L (K1), maybe ®HIE I 1890 4FR A BEIIKE A
BLERDICH > TWAEIENHEANN L, K3FIZ, 1810 F/EH 5 400 i OMHE CTHER L T»
72 perhaps &, R4 \CZOMHEEHZ T, 2000 FLICIE 300 L F 2 ENAATYDE D DD,
maybe OFIIZ L YV EEICZFOHM 2 EbNI- L T TEEA R WTH A ), probably IZEALD
FEH & I T OB 2R S EIFTE Y, 2000 4EARIZ1E perhaps DHEZ Elil o TWw 2%,
possibly Z3—EH L TI100 L FTiZH 5 oD, 1810 E4H» S5 DB X # 200 EEM 0B, 7l
& 3 fiction DY v ¥V TIEZ OFEEIIAMRO 3 IF L I L TRE CEB L TwawnZ LD FHHA
Wz,

AT LTHED ¥ v ¥ LTI, fiction IR SN S IZERE LHFEOELIZR SN EVHO0,
maybe 13408 LAY TH B, F72, magazine DY v ¥V TlE, maybe & 1910 SEAHD SHERH
WCHEZ FIFTwbd (82), —J5 T perhaps (3 1810 XA SZ LD E T2V KL GBS ZFD
BEZIRS L, probably 1X, Z8ddH 5 b ODOMHE 200 HifZICH T ->TBY, 2000 FEfLTIE S
@ maybe, perhaps, probably ®3HE X3 d 200 HijfE & 72 > T b, possibly (&, fiction [k
2100 L FOBAMETHR LCTHB Y, MmoRE L ) S EH D20,

Fiction
700.00
600.00
500.00
400.00
300.00
200.00

100.00 7

— ————
0.00 ____________.f'

18101820183018401850186018701880189019001910192019301940195019601970198019902000

e maybe === perhaps possibly probably

1. COHA fiction (Z& 75 4 BIFADEE
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SRS RS ERETE32 % 2 %

Magazine

700.00
600.00
500.00
400.00

300.00

200.00 <

100.00 /

_—

18101820183018401850186018701880189019001910192019301940195019601970198019902000

0.00

e aybe e perhaps possibly probably

2. COHA magazine I[ZH\15 4 BIFADEE

MZTnews DY ¥ Y% B ThDE, maybe DSHEEDHE 2 4fid 72 D1 1960 ECLAETH 1,
fiction DD ¥ ¥ Y N THEDLN L HEDH 2 TETLED maybe 2520 Y ¥ YV Tfib b
FTRIEP LB WOFORENDH LI EWG05 (K3), Ml v v &L THIRRV O
3 D3 Yy v nFRIZBWTY, 1BI0FERL L DHENETRZENDOY ¥ Y VN TRD S
WD d perhaps (fiction Tl& 1940 44412 maybe & AN b > TW5B) THBHDIZH L, news
Tl probably DHIENZ > TWAMETH 5,

news

400
350
300
250
200

150

. AN—/_/
0
18101820183018401850186018701880189019001910192019301940195019601970198019902000

e maybe e perhaps possibly probably

3. COHA news IZHF3 4 BIFADEE

¥ 72, non-fiction {28\ T d, maybe DHHE X 1890 FALI222H L, 1990-2000 FEALIZ AT T
BEN 100 123 o 72AMIZHELR D R L, SOV Y YIVICBWTIEZHENLEINIZRnwT &H
5% (B4),

_88_



JBEFIYIC B % maybe & HHZRRIF OHE DZE (HEH)

non-fiction
450.00
400.00
350.00
300.00
v
250.00
200.00
150.00

100.00 /\ /
50.00 M_/
000 /

18101820183018401850186018701880189019001910192019301940195019601970198019902000

e maybhe e perhaps possibly probably

4. COHA non-fiction (&) 4 BIFADSEE

1890 4E%12 maybe DHHEEAE L { 1255 72B5I2, probably OSHENFH L { TH->THY, HEIK
W, & 512, nondfiction IZBWTIE, HEOHEMIZH 5D DD, perhaps & probably 7% & < fili
&M, possibly & maybe IEHF D HHEN TRV LG5,

VX VIVOBEERA L7722 T 7 Tlid maybe OHEIL 1890 4£8H S LA Y) TH 5 45,
fiction IZB T 2 HEDOWMAPHML TWBHZ LWL THS (K5),

2Tyl

1600.00
1400.00
1200.00
1000.00

800.00 -
600.00
400.00

200.00 _——_/_/\/

0.00

R A GGG A G A

m—13ybe e perhaps possibly probably

B 5. COHA (CH33 4 BIFADERE
WINDT T 7% /0TYH, Yy Ve OROLHEEOHERII LTINS DD, maybe @

BB L7005 L \wvwo T, Z D% perhaps % possibly DMHELILICKE B LB
HE) miERER LN R o700
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3.2 BEFEEOHE

WIS, ns 4R EBEEoLRBICOVWTR S, 22 codbiziz, #FHoREIZE (node)
ELCEORith 3FHICHBEI AR T 20, ART L2551, CoB#HEy», ZMBiTI00
ThHhb, 2T 7IMHIN T EEMIZ, COHAD 104ETE D 4 EFEZNENOHE L
L& L7280, SHBEEZ0) L EOBREOHE L HO L0 EASETRLIZDBDTHY,
2IHEITHH LTV PMW &3R5 5, F72, AREITHN L& L ET 2E8 G0V
B O, Vr v VITETREL AL o72720, Yy YVHNICIIREST, REL:
i 2 JE & LR T,

maybe & i b IHE LR WEIEEE, 1810 4EAUA 5 2000 £ E THIED LD 5 b DO will
Thotz (F£2), H\WT, would, can, could ASLLELAYIE L4 <, 1920 4E1CLLREIZ should &
DI 2, 2000 4812 1E will 122 T should 2% < maybe & 2 LT\ %, Maybe i3,
ZOFEOHICBTE may &5 2 & A5, BB may/might & OIGEIZE 205 ws, FFIC
1800 #ERUCAHTEH 2 b OO L T2 HIBE LMD,

perhaps % /L% &, JGiZfitii/z G5 I2B1F % may & oIk HBikiE <, 1850 4F ¥ Tld perhaps
& AR AR b IR B E)ET X may TH D (£ 3),

# 2. COHA (Z8(F% maybe CHET 2 BhEIEA

can could shall should
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MRFAHIC I % maybe & HFRRIG OBEDLE (BH)

5% 3. COHA (ZH1F % perhaps & Hi2d 2 B8
shall

PERHAPS will (I1) would could should might

L2L, TOHEAEIELITICTL, 1900 4FERRICA S L 2% LT IS BaAMA, 1980 4ELAREIZ I £
DOIEIIHTH 5o may DAL Z L THSL &, will/would 233 LR 97\ X 9 7278, 1900 4E10#%
22 B &, could, should & @ dtie & will/would & DD EEGIZ VTS F U L 2% Bifel2i%
LA VTV,

possibly &3t LW BE)ENIZEBI9IC could/can @ 2 WiBIETH B (F4), 1800 4ELIC
I3 may/might & OIEEEGDFE L W25, HAICHE SR ->TEY, 1900 FEH%F1T 2.5%
YT TFLTWwA,

# 4. COHA |Z$1F% possibly &7 2 BhEhE
would can could shall should might
25.45% b 21.82%
17.89% 14.96% 19.35%
27.77%

16.25% . 15.46% 14.83%

16.60%

17.12% d 16.85%

16.13%
15.43%

POSSIBLY |  will (II)
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F72, TZTTHEHLAVDD, possibly & could/can D E A TH 5. COHAIZ BT 5
possibly DHHEED 5 5, could 1 30%-15% DO, can i 27%-10% Wi O TH Y, ZhF T
T % 72 maybe, perhaps & RO will R may & DIREIGAE L & b 14% B TH -
722 &, 12K % probably & will/would D L E A2 16% Rk CTH L L 2EZ D L,
possibly (XBhEh5 could/can k> THWOHN L Z ENLnEEZ BN D,

%2, probably &3R4 L2BEIFE%Z K5 (35), probably &3t L3 W BIEhE (X, 1980
FELRETHZNTWS 00, JEEWIC will/would THh %, 2O 7 BjE)Edb 3 5% H) %
ZEDN, ET3I%UTOBMEE 7o TWwh, 1810 FALITIE 2% 1T L DE A 72 5 72 may/might 12,
frellcofiiz e L, 1950 £ALRIZIFIFEN R SN2 (o> Twb,

% 5. COHA IZ#1F% probably &Hi2d % BhEnEd

PROBABLY| will (Il) would could shall should may might
1810 15.33%
1820 9.77%
1830 11.90%
1840 9.97%

1850 10.30%
1860 11.00% 12.01%
1870 11.72% 14.51%
1880 12.68%
1890 12.68%
1900 10.93%
1910 12.88%
1920 16.16%
1930 13.67%
1940 13.96%
1950 14.12%
1960 13.29%
1970 11.14%
1980 11.24%
1990 10.43%
2000 8.25%

4, EE

REITIX, E2H TR 720 MiERE %589 %5, £, maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably ®
1810 442 & DBHEEIC DT, 1810 4FARICIZBHEEDS 0 Tdh o 72 maybe H3F DHIE 4 [THHEEDS
B, OED Oit#iz 1T % & 912 1800 FEAHE 5 2 DM ZHIZI L, 2000 4£R121E
AETHY) Wo 7z ARG D) i B HENL VEGI L o2 05 ol L2L, TOH
BEZHL LY v Y Vvidfiction IXfi>TH Y, TOM3 Vv Y ViZBwTid, BEIRK) 2 <
LEwbon, FLWEEZALSELEREIZERRVTHS ), fiction LSO T ¥ VT,
magazine & non-fiction {23\ C perhaps 7%, news Tl probably 23l S N A EINICH 5. F 72,
Z @ mayhe DT BRI LG L CHIEZ % L LZHIF D Rond, Kfo—>HoOR
WTH 5D, maybe Db D IZHIKEND0DH L HEIGHIARGH 2 HIL R IME Rd o7z T2,
maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably D#HE % FaF LT I0FET LB THZ &, Ih b OB
FIE A ICHER LTB Y, 1810 4£48AH 5 2000 41X F T2, T 51> ORIGH O mAE K
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JBIRFIYIZ L % maybe & HFRIFIOBIEOZLE (FEH)

ICWZCTwa7e®, ThEFELTEICINSOWTNAORIGFAMEN LA 2hb v
T, MOBESELTHBEEVIFHERZIRZRVEV) T ENTEL, RUTINSORIFEOHE
BTV AR, R, maybe, perhaps, possibly 25EM&E & L CHETE RV % TH
BHEREIT ARG - 70Hr 2 513 o e s, sl BERHEOBNILH 3 5ITBR L
HTh5b

maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably ® 4 EJ & & By E) & & o L2 B8 v T, probably &
possibly ($flh & Flg U THEA T A7 SILTEB Y, probably & will/would & possibly i can/
could & LN D MINAL N2 L DG H o7z, TORFIE, JEifiliisz G5 @, probably &
X {92 D1t should, possibly & & < 523 % DX could, might “C“&)Z) v ik &k G5
PHAEDIFEIZOVTHBRT WL I L EEZE L TH DA R L5, M, AR TIET 2 %K
DHREFH LIzTz, 4 F) RWGE %Ebfﬁtﬁ%ﬁ’]‘ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ%f%% E%X_%ﬂ% 7272, [I9C
FE] TH A LEdak SN TW/z perhaps & may @ 3LiEiE 1800 £ TIEZ L AN 72 b D4R
TRIFFID R0, [TEEN] ThH I L2 ERITHEMRT LTV A IREEDZEZ 5 b,
—7J5C, possibly & I3 A M@EIATE BB X can/could TH Y, ZD 2 XR7OILRIIILET
HDHLEFRBEINTORNTHS ) ZEWGD ot T, WTNORE & oItEEG 4 RC
LEMIEV DX, DITHTIEDH 575, should DILRMEAIT L TETVEHTH S, WFhFEl L
RIFOIGEIZEI L ClE, AR TIZHMICEHEZBIRL20ATH Y, KERPLHEMRICBITS
Hmr LTBOT, TLINSICIREL TV RWD, EO5RBERLVGHPLETDH D
ZEIZEWTH B, MAT, KROGIRERIL, HHINDE T =307 A I FEEFHITRE S
NTHY, TV VITLIHEINTYDEH OO fiction [IFHEEMIEIET LTV RV
B, 4 FYRAEFHERHELEGOIoNMEHT L, FREVRLLERVAMLELEEZ D,

5. EbhVIC

ARG T, COHA % Fl v, 1810 41K 22 5 2000 418 F T % 104 Z &L 124 1F, maybe,
perhaps, possibly, probably ®#HEZAL L O8N Z 1L 5 OFEIE & Bh#hE o 2120w BRI I GRS
L7z R TH o7z, maybe DHPEAE L 720D D ITHEIRA LRGN H 5 0h, 72
possibly & can/could DIHLIZICRTH 5 & L THT SN H L0200, &) HelsH

Ltoﬁ%m\ﬁﬁvﬁ &, B LT — 2B COHATH LI b brh5iE) 721

WCBRESNTEY, 72, COHA D fiction 7T — FZ IZIFHLAE TN TR WnT Eh b,
ZF%“C%FE’ LTWhaWA ¥ ARERCHL T -y &G Tilied s & %) mz R
DFHNLDTRIRVPEER D, AT, FIHLZGORLEZHHL L) LT5HDTIE
L, HEHICLo TRBSHR L 2 81E, FEHAVBRMICE ) IR VB0TERNESY)
MeEZ, HHOBIRNFEZHEPL LW EEZZDDTH D, SEEITICLELLTLILIOTHY,
ZOEM - - FEED 2V OED NEERE T ARDEDILWE I ATH R EELL T
Who BEEFEFIIH LM - Az BIZ T2 b, FHELVTVHIITHICELET
HHN, ZO—FTHHEOEAEM 4 ZEIC L 5 HBNHLOTFHEEZIRRT HITE 5 1EHRD
FLMETHDLEEZ D,
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