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Abstract

This paper aims to review comparative expressions in pedagogical English grammar and discuss
the latest relevant English linguistics research findings. Section 2 presents the most frequently
used ly-adverbs that modify the comparative degree: significantly, slightly, considerably, and
substantially. However, usually ly-adverbs such as &ighly and fairly, do not modify the comparative
degree because they do not emphasize the degree of relative difference. Section 3 discusses a case
where an adjective or adverb’s superlative degree can be the antecedent of a sentence. Whereas
antecedents are typically nouns, this is not the case in the following sentence: “The price of gold is
the lowest it has been for ten years” (Huddleston and Pullum, 2002). Section 4 assesses an old-
fashioned expression “as ... as ever lived,” which is still taught in Japan, although it is outdated and

thus not appropriate for use in the current English textbooks.
X—T— KN BT 5 ly @, B - BIE ok LHRIEOEATE, as .. as ever lived
1. ([ZU®IC

BRI E o THESHWEEIEEO—23% [ Thb, €0/, EEEOMAEL [
B ASERZE D L5 2RA AR kv, Pz, WK (2017: 193-215) 3k LIE%2 K554
BEICTER L, & BB AR [TEA] TR 2R3 boo, BEEZNE) TIHF] o
BBV, 3L EMEEFZ 2V DOV TH bbb EEHML TS, T2, &
H (2018) 1%, as .. as iSO IEMELRBRIZOVTIHLETWD, Lo L, EEFOMEZ G,
prBbhsg [kl HEWE RZ2ERINTWE, /2, a—NRABEORBELSHET—
FR=A% T, UOTHETREMKERLH 2,

ZIT, AfTi, THE] oFREHICBWTIY) LIPS T KRB 2 HET 5, €
D LT, FPHERLFEZIIBOTHIEEEDOND L) BB OIEBEFZORRERL, a—12A%E
DOREREREEE L LT, HEBBIIERTTLHILE2R AL,

AEOWEBNIDL T DY) Th b, 28T, HBMEBHT S Iy @it 3 — A% Hw Tk
GRS 5. 3HITIE, HEMAHIRL THIREEH L LT, & EHBIBORAT - 872 BIRFHE
XORATI E R DEFEWY FIF 5, 48Tk, AK- LR (2013) ##F 2, F#HBEHD
IZ as ... as ever lived % & % /A WD THRET 50 5 HITHRETDH o
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2. HB#RE SR 5 ly BIF

2.1 HE#RZE BT 2 EIFE

[V—=7 ZREIEE] &, WM E RIS 5120, W OMERIIC much / far /alot 2 &%
B X, 5905121 alittle / slightly / somewhat / abit 2 L% E <, LT OB ZILIZHB LT
Wa (LT, $RTOBSUIFRLLZVIRY, 42 ) v 7 - K7 flEELI~ITH L, 72,
BISCHOTHIZTXTHHABICLZ2DDOTH D),

(1) Human beings are much more intelligent than animals.
ANHIZE & 0 570 LAY D 5,

(2) This watch is a little more expensive than that one.
C OFFEHI S ORFEF & 0 A L7220 il 72,

([YV—==7 2A#AY5E] p. 265)

ZL T, [much 3HEBEHEZRDLEHD5ED)DEHATH L] (p. 265) &L, Fttﬁi%&%é'ﬁ&bé
DIz very 3 flib 7] (p. 266) & BIFFEMRL TV D, bHAHA, ORI EKRERLHEIC
THENGEADDH A9, LaL, %%ﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁz”ﬁ}iééﬁ‘% HD YL, %mm@muu?vb%
B2 B3 2 H6 % HICT 52, BRI, slightly DALo 1y Bl k232 & 9 23T
Hbo £ T, AETIHILERZBHT S ly @AlF %2 32— S22 HW/ZHED FTHLRIZT %,

22 HEREHEZELPT UV Iy FIFE
EHEBZ WM 1A 2479 720, fHa— 3213 COCA (fulltext) 3 ZxHE T 5,
9, BB OBER O ly THRDL L 1 FEOHEZWET 5. MBHEL Ko@) THbH.

MiZ )7k 1: perl -ne ‘while (Ab ([a-z]+ly) [a-z-]+er ([a-z-]+)?than\b/gi) {$a=Ilc $1; print
“Sa\n"}’ COCA (full text) | sort | uniq-c | sort-rn
BIBR : COCA (full text) I2BWT, ..er than DEFNIART S Iy TRDS 15 @%EF?%
KILTFDONLFAEBR L2 ETIER L S B, er THRDOZEEOEBZICHEE 1
R T A GY, ERLEVEG L ED. [az]ver 1213 better bE TN 5,
FEA () PWIBHER. DT,

significantly (1,769) probably (322) usually (120)
slightly (1,551) actually (200) barely (110)
considerably (576) generally (159) consistently (87)
substantially (325) certainly (158) SR 82 DL

Wi H 5 2: perl -ne ‘while (Ab ([a-z]+ly) (more[less) [a-z-]+ ([a-z]+)?than\b/gi) {$Sa=1Ic
$1; print “Sa\n"}’ COCA (full text) | sort | uniq -c | sort-rn
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BEBR : COCA (full text) (2BWT, L (more/less ... than) DERIIZERET 5 Iy THD
L 1iEOBERE RLEP /ML PICEBR LI ETERLZ S v, 2B, K
more/less ... DHBICHIE 1 FEVERT L6, LaWEAba&t.

R

significantly (742) generally (144) substantially (96)
slightly (421) actually (127 usually (85)
considerably (359) certainly (126) vastly (84)
probably (304) infinitely (99) B 56 DL

RKFCRLICEE, MEHEL L2 TRl L TEIgEI Nz [FHLL, 4D, To8] Y
DEEZRNTIyREEE, [V—=7 AREGHE] (p. 266) 2SHEBHEBH§ LEIF & L Tid#L <
W5 slightly TH %,

Wz, LBl 2 o0 EEFR % 2, significantly, considerably, substantially 3 & O slightly @
ERIERT 2 1 FEOEHEREENT 5,

significantly

i 751k« perl -ne ‘while (/\bsignificantly ([a-z-]+)\b/gi) {Sa = lc $1; print “Sa\n”}’ COCA (full
text) | sort | uniq-c|sort-rn

K : significantly OEZICAER T 2 1 FFEOHELRE, KILTH ST L 72 L THER

L7 3w,
R S
higher (2,173) related (644) associated (482)
more (2,032) to (587) better (409)
different (1,279) in (566) correlated (392)
lower (994) greater (551) increased (382)
less (788) from (550) BHJE 380 DLk

considerably
¥i#% )i« perl -ne ‘while (/\bconsiderably ([a-z-]+)\b/gi) {$a=1c $1; print “Sa\n”}’ COCA (full
text) |sort|uniq-c |sort-rn

IR : considerably DBRIZANE T 5 1 EEOMIERE, K7D B/ FITER L 72 ETER

L7 3y,
more (891) lower (164) greater (75)
less (508) smaller (110) by (72)
in (238) since (103) to (66)
higher (219) better (103) B 64 DL L
from (173) larger (94)

substantially
i3 )51 : perl -ne ‘while (/\bsubstantially ([a-z-]+)\b/gi) {$a=1c $1; print “Sa\n”}’ COCA (full
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text) |sort |uniq-c|sort-rn

TR : substantially O EZICAET 5 1 EEOBERE, KT H/NCPITER L 72 L TR

L7 &,
more (330) different (167) increase (97)
higher (230) reduced (157) greater (83)
in (215) to (147) the (76)
less (174) reduce (108) larger (68)
lower (167) increased (101) BHIE 63 DL L
slightly

¥iZ )5k : perl -ne ‘while (Abslightly ([a-z-]+)\b/gi) {$a = Ic $1; print “Sa\n”}’ COCA (full
text) |sort|uniq-c |sort-rn

HK s slightly OBERICAR S 2 1 FEOMERE, KT O/NLCFITER L ETER L %

S,
more (1,960) and (518) better (350)
different (1,323) in (513) as (330)
less (935) larger (440) bent (257)
higher (785) lower (380) smaller (248)
to (633) from (356) BHIE 245 DL 1

AL A 5, significantly, slightly, considerably, substantially & [t##% (-er, more/less ...) A%,
LTI EIRENSY, F72, considerably & ik & o HEIZEH LT, /UK (1987)
DRD L H IR RT 5,

considerably (3 & L CliK - 21t %2 K3 aE & L3 5 2% (-er; reduce/elaborate/freshen/
differ/pale/affect/vary; improved; different/remote) (c¢f ??considerably good/quiet/try to V,
Ernst 1984, p. 169), ZOHEHE» 53 s ILEs bl &1 5 (like/help/move around;
smoky) o ZEARRYIZIE much OFEE L A E 5, (FRUIBIHEICL B)

JUK (1987:195)

considerably 2% [l - 2 b & K53 L4 % 1Tl significantly, substantially, slightly &,
FREOBERY SBMARBOBEMAEZ 5. Tz, ML WEMEINICH 2 85I, RS
different & 3 M AL SN, increase, reduce D X 9 ZByE & OMHMED T wEBEbh b,

T, BEORWIEEZRT IyRGEORTD, WEHRZBHTE 2w ly BIFICH Z ) Ta
X9 BMEOIEGERFELE (RAKEE) 1[CX L, very 7213 Tld 7 <, highly, fairly 3 JEH] & L
T, W ezBHTcE 2wl REZRT, 2L T, fairly KL T, /UK (1987) 25%kD
LI %,

fairly/pretty (3 very & [FIBRIC, Bh5, £ (A)), I - too DBHIATTE v,
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(3) a. *1 fairly like her.
aclear idea (cf. afairly clear idea)
b. *fairly
older than me/too young to do that SR (1987: 215)

FEEZ, G° (s fairly) (23, fairly (ZLEEMEBH#HITL LA TELRVERBIN TV A,

L2 L, WOREEGZICEEIERZKD 5 &L, “I might even challenge your larger
findings above and consider ‘fairly greater’ to work in certain contexts, especially colloquial.” & ®
FfEERLTW5, MEDIZ, COCA® M3 5 L, very, highly, fairly 28HEHE & 56 L Tw
LEOADBE 5T AL L VWD T R, FEBRIZ, very T54 4, highly T34, fairly T6
PIBiEE s b,

Dba¥E 2z, FEHEOHMERRS, £3, [LTH, 224D, #DT] /KT very/highly/
fairly BlORIFI &, [FLL, %)%, MHY47% ] /KT significantly/considerably/substantially
BOEIGENIL, EARMICUTO220%zTwa e Ebhs,

(A) H2HDITH LT, REOESZIIET 2k, 2 oORBIERTIEZ .
(B) 5 bDLBDH DL DI %752 BT %8 7213, HAMEANTORA L
B & DEZHIET 2. 22X, 2 00BN HHRTDH 5.

very/highly/fairly BIOFIFZX, Lo 200N 5, (B) LD (A) OEREZm R
72, B EBHi LIS WwWEEZ SN D, €O —7J, significantly/considerably/
substantially BIOEIF X, (B) OREZ M Do, L7225 T, increase/decrease/reduce ® X
I EhE L SRS AN LT, B - WA T HHIHEO 2 0F IR TWS &EF 2 U
W32 <o

g5, (A) & B) oV BEAEFAIN»SEZ THAL I BIZIE, substantially higher prices
OFRUL, 2% ) B ER ] LIRS v, e 51, 1THE 10MO X9 2 #Z KT 2
RRDEZOND720, LT LHHERZOLOPHVEERS LVDOTHL, LoT, [T
BB EDR ) ENER] PIEELFERTH Y, BHEOMRIL (B) Offite bEGL T2,

23 FHIOTED

AHiTIE, COCA (full text) 2 & %MD 5 significantly, slightly, considerably, substantially
& BRI T A EAPAEH W ERH SN Lze FD—J T, very, highly, fairly i3 [ (A)
HHBDITK LT, BEOSS WIS ] 2RO ens, WBMEHL BHiL
W WETR LAz, L2 LAa2S, FHFIHLTIE, EEL%Z #5729, very, highly, fairly
AN 2 ke LT, [HEREZBHTERVAlFE] LRI P EETHS I,

SHOMEL LTIE, SRORENRNTH 72 [FELL, 2220 %, HN4%] OBZRT
ly @ 2 AT 2 LEN DS, Pz, HWEFE (intensifier) L WIHFERITIT) —IIE TS L
Bbh s ly @i, 23 vastly, markedly, comparatively, remarkably, strikingly, noticeably,
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markedly, strikingly, distinctly, disproportionately, overwhelmingly, amazingly, appealingly,
surprisingly, extremely, satisfyingly 7 &%  fifi 35, TN 6 OFE & gk & o LM % X
DIFIASFAE L2 LT, ENENOFED (A) B) OLLELIRIBH L2 ST LIz,

7 - BIFOR LR BFE FH T ICEREOEITHEE L 5 EH

=117}
al

3. &

ARETIE, A - JIE O B35 & b I BIRET O JATR & 2R 2 FBIZ Y 11T 5,
CHERD LA, O AEREFERE T ERICBEINLHEATHY, FFD
PO THEARBISGTIRE L 22BRICH, £ OAENZ ORFIOMPRUI TR S 72720 TH %,

3.1 REWMEOMER - BIFEIFBFELICEKITRE LS EH)
W, HEB TR, BREOLITEHE 22034, HDHVIEHEIL (0—FF) LFHPS
Nb, LaL, UToflzRoh7zwv,

(4) a. The price of gold is the lowest [it has been for ten years].
(BOMIZ, =0 10 4EH TRLZ)
b. The system seems to be working the most efficiently [that it has ever worked].
(COYAT AR, CRETTFHMROICHEL T2 L) ICEDPRD)
(Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 1169), [ 1 & sREEHIHEIZ L %)

(4da) ZEEFADR LBIEI L2 EDTIRITHE 2o TV L HEBITH S, (4b) 1ZEIF D
ERESRATHAE o TWD, 2O L) BRFFNL, fERkOFRSEED [HTHARIHLFANTH S |
LwIHrticens &, MRIZTES (20 (4a,b) I LT, ¥ (2012: 230, 2014: 31)
RHIE (2012:326) ZRETHIMY LIFHMTWVD),

%3, Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 1169) 1%, (4a, b) @ X9 ZFFlOYE, YuEofb
DIZ wh BIfREIZHi9 2 213 TERWEIRHEL T4 (*the lowest which it has been for years.)
72, Ea the 123851 (obligatory) & LT3,

3.2 the closest + BA{RE]

BIMTHIG LX), BAFAOR LHIE S BRI OEATIINCRD ) B2 L2l Lz, €
NEBFE 2 C, CHRFEAHEFEaRRE (2014 4 3 AMER) THBIE sk ELBIEOBE
1 closest 23EATR & 2 2P A WL TAHA L I,

(5) a. Truth be told, this is the closest I've ever gotten to a college graduation.
(FEEZSHE, SGIEERFOFERIEOWVW 2 FEATLRE)
(CROWN English Communication III, p. 146)

b. This was the closest I've been to facing death, and I hope it’s the closest I get for a few

more decades.
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INHRDIBICEM L Z2EMTH Y, ZLTEBRET I LEDhTICED
IIH-THwET)
(CROWN English Communication III, p. 152)

(5a,b) DFHIIA Y ¥ T+ — FRFFFEXTITONIZAT 4 =7V a T AKDOALE—F (2005
FE6HI12H) THY, THEOERYEEI (b EPOFE, &b EIE L7500 - %57
#R97, (5a)ld get close to NP DTE% i close 2% FAIE & % 0 eATalll e o 72 L HIBIC & %,
[FkEIZ, (Bb) DM D the closest i, be close to NP D% close #%, Z LT (5b) Ok
@ the closest &, get close DIEAF close 3 LML O LATI & o TV 58,

[the closest + BIFRHET ] IZBILC, HiE (2006) X2 DIREMIELZ KD & ) IZHAT 5,

(6) a. [..] [The closest we can come to that] is the subject-predicate construction of English.
(A DBZNITRDEDEHD L IHIE (—FLNTECHEIY), EFHEOTE - &
T 5) (Fillmore and Kay 1987: 13)

b. [The closest any of them came to admitting it] was at one place where the personal
person told me that he’d love to hire me, but he couldn't.
(NFHLEERNZEN [AEREVL hnwEn) 2 L] 2#2HELRD-0EZ, RERE
W DIRINA B DN, TELWOTY, LHEIATo % D72)
(Mike Rokyo, “Age is No Asset in U.S. Job Market,” JT August 3, 1990)
(P 2006: 115, Fb i (2006: 116-117) 12X %)

T3, HhiE (20060 Tid (6a,b) OMFGIIE S OMRIEICH BHEEE, UTFTOXIITIRL TS,

(7) a. [wecancome (the) closest to that]
b. [any of them came (the) closest to admitting it]
hE (2006:116)

i (2006: 116-117) 1%, (6a, b) OBIKICH HHEEE LT, €2 BRI EZERITHYT
Zadia) T3] %o THM ] IZBIRET O HIC RS 72 53, (6a,b) ORI FEEIRICHIST 72012,
the closest thing % U the closest point & \»» 745l %, LRt (7a,b) ITfAALTH, DT
D (8a,b) DX IIEMIA#ME L 25 EFHPIL T W5,

(8) a. *[we can come the closest thing to that]
b. *[any of them came the closest point to admitting it]

HiE (2006: 117)

ZDZ ENG, FEE (2006:117) 1E, [(6a,b) &, Tz 8a,b) HIRESNDTIE%RL,
(7Ta,b) DHIRESNIZEEINETH D] LBRT W5,
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MEF (2014: 32) 12BWTDH, JAT7HA the closest Ut EMIELOHEF - RIFOFEFITH
% (4a,b) ISR LT, [REDWDZLBERBICB VT LT E LTAFAEHZEET A L
TEZVEV) ZLIFICERELRTNE RS 2] L LTWwh, F72, W% (2012,2014) T,
Zd 2 b R EMBORER - MEANEITAE R D ) 200 L ) RARMRBWIZH LTS
B2 Twh, LaL, MIEOHK E, AFETIZIN S ZMEICHDY LIF5 283 TE R0,
T2 % f#HERISRT,

(a) f ERROIGES 2 BRI, W ORIRIMBIRET & [ EROBRE] ob7h L]
2 DT 5o

(b) [ Bk OBIFRET | OBEHINGIE, HEARBTERC, & EHBIEO -est, most 5 13,
TNOPRRIMETH %,

(c) [ EMOBIFRET] A3 Bk -est, most DHEPH 2 PR3 2 BIREITh 5720, [ 473 ]
LT L HFAERBTH B LHEII B,

EiLo (a)-(c) OFEMZGRIE, M (2012,2014) ZZH STz,

3.3 B EHEICET S the DEE
UTo¥E2EZEOHNEZRTAI S,

(9) Iam happiest when I am with my family.
R E VD & DR b P2,

(10) This lake is deepest here.
COWNE T ZA-TFIR,

([V—=7 2 E3EFE] p. 288)

9) (10) OB BEETHRELLLRENTVLHATH L, [V—=7 ZAREHGE] 13, (9
WXL, THOHEOHTORKTHY, REHIERKLT [—FFER] EE-oTWHDTIE
B, TOX)ICHBRNRFIEBFEEDHE, RLRICIE the AL LV (p. 283) &L KFT
FH L CHBALTW5A 9, 2ot BARIZI3T 5 HEIX 2 v,

TiE, (da, b) BN D, R EMIBOIE - BIFA % 2 D3I BAT3 & 2o T 2 Hifl
ERTHREH 0,

(11) Iam in my late 60s, and the sickest I've ever been was when I had bronchitis several years
ago. (The Washington Post T&1-h , 2020/2/29, Carl Goldman FCHH4E)

(12) Oh, Idon'tjustlook happy. I am happy. I am the happiest I have ever been.
(COCA 2018: TV)

(13) It was the most beautifully she had ever played.
(Rachel Heng 3 . 2018. Suicide Club: A Novel About Living, Google Books 12 & %)
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b LEHED 1D)-(13) ok) nfplicthiisoe &, [(9 (100 EMUXHICHSHID®
BRCMEE L DK ER L TRWARWDIZ, % the M D] L) BEMIAE U 2 W Fetkds
Hbo KT, (13) I L TIE, — I [RHIFIOR EHRIBIZIEAF Z bR\ 720 the 230 h 73\ ]
&) HTRAIEEA D 5720, FEREIRET S L) ICEbN S, #B, Huddleston and Pullum
(2002: 1169) 1%, (4a, b) 12B1F % the lowest X the most efficiently ?® the 23#&H N TH 5 & I
I L Twa 2%, RERBHLONIRRIN TR,

ZOMVIZHT 282 2E 2 50112, (9) (10) & (11)-(13) OFEVWEFERL L H. (9) &F
8 when HiASHEPHIREFRWTH Y, (10) 13 THHB here HHPAIFEFR W EEZE L ON L, TD—
KT, (11)-(13) FHPHIFE & 2> TV LRI TH 5 HARR 5,

FHOEZTE, EITATHL L2 AT - B & TR 72012 (11)-(13) i3 the
ERBRNESTWD, 2F D, the # &, BAraTld s  l@H O M ORE -
Gl L ZTRNHB SN A WEEERDH 05 TH S, 20 L) REEZ#IT 572012, the 7%%
BHRDTHD, EHIT, the 2 2T & T, K EHBOEA - BIFH [HFNLb 0] L 1LT
BT 5L EZHT LN TE S,

wBRIZ, MEF (2012:326) A% the DA WA BRI [—fim] & [HEOR] L1250 C, 4
V74—V ORMFAEE T ZTHMLTWDE, ThHSBRETREREDOLDEIHT 5,

(14) a. This lake is deepest at this point. [—#i]
b. It's been raining for a fortnight. This lake is the deepest it has ever been.
ek (4) 125 K]
(15) a. Billis kappiest when he is alone. [—f&if
b. Billis the happiest I have seen him for years. 452D (5) 125 K]
AHE (2012: 326)

ERED X9, the M) DL VERIZ, BROBEAPLIFMT LI LEELETH D L) I
Hbhbo

3.4 FEEIIXT 35

WROEZ A, HEHIFHRHEIHLTCLED L) RBiE G ZNE VDS ) 0 EHD
EZ T, R EMBEORER - AN L 22 F6 %, FIE L CHIREMHzEE H x5t
LC, FBIICHEZTRETIE RV, LALENS, Rk ERBOBE - lEskirme 25
HHNFBEPBE)WRMEEH L, TOL ZOHMBFIIHN LT, #REME, P%<Ed [k
175 the closest ®E %1213, thing R point D X ) BZEFANE I N T VL | DX ) Liko723
WAL 2T b kv, [TEA - @i OR ERIE» A6 2 b3 ICBREI ORI TME 25 2 &
Edobo 72720, BRFISEEFREFVPETIICLL V) 2 TREIREBIZIZEL N
L2HPITHY, 2O the ZHRBIHES ] L) BOFHHETLILNLEFLVTHA I,
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4. as...as ever lived DE#&5t

REITIE, F3 as..aseverlived (DT ..., BiFTN72) OFERLEESETIIBIT St
ZHERT B0 RIZ, JUK - B (2013), UK (2016) % 2k1Z, COHA, COCA (full text), COCA
2B 2N L BN O R Z B E £, as .. as ever lived ZF#EBEFICNY LIFLE
FEWIET %,

41 FEIZHT S as ... as ever lived DEEH
F91%, BT S as.. as ever lived Dtk 2T 5,

(16) Dante was as fine a poet as ever lived. (30) FrrRHiEFnezd3iEs LA
oz << @I LBOEIRTIEZ WV GFLF%
Tl Dante was as fine (a poet) as any poet
that ever lived. & \»9 >>., (Ge, s.v. ever)
(17) Heis as great a boxer as ever lived. ((F1)) fHIZEANTZRS OR 7 =72,

(W4, s.v. ever)

G WAz TNz ] LW FGER 52 Twbd, 72, HiZas..asever (FIZEDH ST )
DIFIZB VT, as...as ever lived ZHL ) FIiF7- LT, ((0) ® ((Fh)) ELTwWb, &B,
LDOCES %° OALDY TlZ, A& LTHIHY FIFS5hTBHT, NS TAHXD RY47250 70,

42 ZFHBEEIZHT S as ... as ever lived DECH
W, #EBEFETas..aseverlived BSED X D Ll AL SN TWBE P EHERT S,

(18) Heis as great a scholar as ever lived. it (3 At D225 72,
<as + 5k + a + HEIE O£ + as ever lived> 13 W45 ENha~, 4~ twiE
ROLFMNERTH S, [TNFTEETELHICIEL LN HbV~] L) LT,
RIFYFE LV ANVOFERIEIRE SN TR < ik + a+ EEIE O 4G > OFFNHIZER,
([Y—=7 2A%AHEGE] pp. 271-272)

449. D as ... as ever lived 13 [THETNICH S ..., BAHITNA ] D HETIED
Db WEBZPARICITHEINTW S, lived Ao @EfEbNLZ L L dH
Z) ll)o

(I=3T [7—=2% 1] K¥EART v 727 L — F UPGRADE %30 - §E: ]
p. 159)

4.1 i & [HBRIZ, as ... as ever lived IZXFEMRBTH Y, S TREINLERBTHLLELEDL
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ERTEDL, 2O LI, 45 HiTIRRLIFENFEH A A ZXORME D —HT 5,

43 JUK-HLE (2013) (T 2EEREE
AR - HE (2013) iFas...aseverlived I LT, T X HIZHAR LTS,

aseverlived £\ 9 [ 74 F 4] RICERDFEAET HELT) 1ZBNC, WB Wi
12 FBE 7o Google T as ever lived # KT 5 R VoL y 3525 H
KOV A FTIRFEAEDPELLEEARLALET, TDas ... as ever lived ZfFFHL L T
WLHDTHb, TA)DERE, £ F) ZDOH A Mo THRET LIk
DoAY T HA, KEL 189 RO HM LA THbNIBITH L Z L Dh b,
[...] JUK - -k (2013: 257)

ZoET, UK. HE (2013: 259) T, as ... as ever lived @ lived Mot @& A3 4 2 6 %
BWEORLTWa, LTI 1 BlOART,

(19) She was as good-living a woman as ever stepped; but lightsome like, as foreign folks are. The
maid was a Lyonoise of twenty, and as brisk and lively a French girl_as ever moved.
(SV.LYONNAIS (1768 Sterne Sent. Journ.11201)) (cf. AK - 3 F (2013:259)) 12

DT ERD, JUK- I (2013:260) TiE, as .. aseverlived iZ as ... asever ... DEx & 5 1
DORJFIITELVEL, E56IC [4Tldas ever lived 2MlibIn s 2 Lidewv] OUK - H L
(2013: 261)), 2D &) BRFEHIIESTREDLLEVWI L2 M- TE»RIEE SRV (JUK2016:
169) L LCTw3, 22T, KETIX, /UK (2016:169) OFHT 5 & 9 1T as ... as ever lived 1%
STIEDRRELN L VER O EHET S,

4.4 COHA,COCA (full text), COCA TORZE

43HWITHZ X912, K (2016: 169) 1E, [ZD L) HERBUIESTEMEDEVWI L& HI->T
BrREes%w] L LTwahs, LHL, AK-IHE (2013:257), AK (2016: 167) T,
Google TOFANFIZ, BRI E S AT L THZE L7200 055 I iZii R s Twniev, F/z,
[as ever lived &\ 9 #GE (ICENAAAAET 5 & LT) BBREFHO -2 TER2IFS S
ENTERV] (JUK2016: 166-167) & L TWwW5%S, ZOEIZ COCA (full text) B XU COCA
ZHGZZREIAIT b TV 89 I EDNTIE v,

% 2T, aseverlived T COHA, COCA (full text), COCA Z L TA B &, as... as ever lived
X COHA T 71 %, COCA (full text) T3%I, COCATHHIHFAEL®, LLFIZ, COCA T
B L7256 (2020425 H 24 HHERR) %/~9 (COHA & COCA & o HEMHHIL ),

(20) “As Kind and Generous a Host as ever Lived”: Howard Eaton and the Birth of Western
Dude Ranching. (COCA 2018: Academic)
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(21) 1do think Mrs. Long is as good a creature as ever lived — and her nieces are very pretty

behaved girls, and not at all handsome: I like them prodigiously.” (COCA 2012: Web)
(22) “tho’ he inherited little enough but debt when his father went off — the old gentleman
being as deep a gambler as ever lived. [...]" (COCA 2011: Fiction)

(23) Samuel Downing, a soldier who followed him across Freeman's farm, said: “He was as
brave a man as ever lived.” (COCA 1998: Magazine) ¥
(24) [...] but another attested to his valor and that of his men, saying, “The Negroes fought
gallantly, and were headed by as brave a colonel as ever lived.” (COCA 1990: Newspaper)

MBI OO, COCA (full text) T3HI, COCATSHBIFELZ L EEE TN,
JUR-HE (2013:261) @ X 912 [4 Tl as ever lived 75‘1%7?9%6 Lidhw] LHET A0
PAZVBETH L, L L, ABBHMIET: - FEENEESEIGEED L &%g”%%i’(
AT as ... as ever lived ZifJ & LCWEZITHZ é%é%%ﬁ‘%é@f)‘%?ﬂé%i_ L7250
IZBWT, UK JRR (2013) BREETHL EMbIS,

4.5 HEEERFEZFEICL D as ... as ever lived D R
4 L DOPFERFEFEE T L, %% 7% “Do you use the expression ‘as ... as ever lived?” And what
do you have the impressions of the sentence like ‘He is as great a scholar as ever lived.” & ZE - %
K7L Z A, “Ido not utilize the expression ‘as...as ever lived’ frequently. I do not believe it is
used frequently in modern English.” &\ 9 BOREZE 4 4 3 /DB RTW5E, TO—F, 14
bi, “I can imagine using this pattern. Not often, perhaps, but it is not anachronistic.” (F#¢iZ5
2X%) & HFENMDRVEOD, BT LBRAMEBRNZEIATIEIZVWE BBRTWS,
i 7z, B IEETEEEREHE (B0, A FVAN) &, [FLas..asHisLx V2045,
as..aseverlived £ ) 3 L5 as ... as has ever been D AMFEHENTH 5] EREL T 5,

(25) Because this entertainer was as great an entertainer as has ever been, right?
(COCA 2007: Spoken)
(26) [...] : their “FemtoSats “are meant to be as cheap a space-bound platform as has ever been
devised. (COCA 2016: Magazine)

F72, FEBEEOPITIE, as .. as ever lived TId7% <, as .. asever.. DFILE L Tas .. as
has ever been p.p. * WETW5HDbH 5,

(as + << ik + alan] + %43 >> +asever~) T, [ZhFT~L7zf M U] 123457 ..)
EnHZEEET, DFD, [EbLOT.J [Tl En)T i,
This is as great a book on the history of sumo as has ever been written.
(SO ER IOV TH PN b ENTAT)
(1799 %AW % 3 p.223)
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7220, EREDO X TIROENIAZZ] L) FGEEEZGATLE ) & MF L ol z/RY [H
i bk ] L LTRSS TRIEDH2 (0% ), MICFALNVOBEBRZZARIIFELZWE
WO EREN W RMEAH D E V) ZETH D). SHIZ, [EbOT.J[HEINT..] L)
R EDBEEL TRV, [WOZENLARE] 1T EDOTEBINEITH S,

46 FBEELECas..aseverlived 2HEIEHE

LDOCE® £ OALD" TIAJ & LCTHMY EIFHTBH T, YT HHI0H A7z 5 50
F 72 COCA (full text) Ti%X4 L7z233 6], COCATSBIFZ 5720, Wil #H 440d T
DREbLRNEVI)FRD2S, FFIIFEEBEHF I as ... as ever lived g2 BRITH Do
OHDHETRT L, bEAHA, XHFMEIHLE LTHOUMZRTEICE, wWELICLETH S
EVIH)RBELHH )0 L L, A% &b FESEHEITRUAEB BRI T3 [ lived
VAN OB ESERET S ] v 3HIFER L TBIRETH %,

AHiTIE, as..aseverlived DAZEY FIF7A%, M ZOFFICR-72Z LTI R, B
AEASRA RIS THERE L T B 38 38GE - MW 2 5D THGIES 2 L EDH 5 9o KFAR
WHESELIES OREERERTEDH 255, FTIEINFE CTEIHICH XN T E L RFERI
RLPFHHE, O THGET 225 FUTIRETIERVAES I H (cf. M%F 2012: 305, A
K 2016: 152-153) 6

5 #

Bl

AERTIE, FRIEGRICBT 2 HBEREZHZ L, EICUTO3ImzETRL

[1]  2#iTiX, COCA (full text) IZ & % HiJ% K2 & significantly, slightly, considerably,
substantially & I IZIR S 2 HAENZ E 2SI Lz FD—J5, COCAT
i very, highly, fairly 28k 2 563 2 EFNIFET 2 OO, FEFITH LTI,
RAELZ BT % 729, very, highly, fairly (LR 2 B4 T & 2 WEIG & 3ORT 5 A&
W,

[ 3#iTIE, A - BF Ok ERIEsAF 2 EDL T ICERBOXITIAE 20 9 2536 %
MR L7z 2N, 1EROFRSBEZEFD [HRATIIIIAFARI LS | [ a6
MTHDH] L) EEHMBRTIIHETE v, 2B, HEAMILT L 20T
RIS EZ B LB VA, RSN BICEY 23HiHE S 2 20 e s %
WwEFRL 7.

[III] 48Tl EHEEHIT as...as ever lived Z L2 BRI LD OOH B L EIR L7,
Z DL LT, LDOCE® % OALDY T/ & LTHMY EIFbnTHE 5, #F4T 5
BISCH HY7- 5% 0w, 72, COCA (full text) Tig4 L7643 %], COCA T5HI72-
7emi, TLC, RFEMEEEEALDVDE VbRV EIRH L2 R LTIz,

— 4] —



SLarfEE R LR 32 2

SHOMEE LT, FHELHETBIT D [HEM] L) HFEICOWTY, 8072 e %
G52 5VENDHI ). FHBEBEORME, [RKEM] L)L, BEORZOLDICD
WTHiSTWEDD, LEBICEEIMED THVEW) BRTH - TWE0H, My 7HE &
W RRTHSTWE0h, o0 [ EM] ZEHLXVOS DOIFEL v &) fE—k
RFo 2ER TS TV OB L DOV DH L, Lo T, ¥HBFIWMIBRME G2 20nL ),
M E#h] &) JEEDMED 2P0 HARGERS G 7HaEaskd S5 b,

E
* ATOMEMBEPETHEEZ I A Y M2 LTV WAERES K, David Coulson I, KA, H3E
BB B OS24 EHB L FiF 5. 3 BAHA, KRR SINIAMHEITRTEZOEMLTH %,

1) BFCTw)ERBERL L, BREDPFRTEGAL LTHAT S X9 RIE0E - EosEEHR,
KEARINT DI - FEEIEERCH N AGEE IR,

2) e B 5 Iy BlEICE L Cid, [23X TOEIC® Listening & Reading M) T3, BTN L)
IZLTHH Twa,

(i) The metal used by XRRM Co. to manufacture beverage cans weighs less than it did a few years

ago.

(A) tightly (B) enough (C) substantially (D) only
FEH O % G5 572D XRRM ALIC & o TR S5 &)mid, BURRT & 0 & ERARIFIZH -
TwWEd,

BPN T TRHE O & %2 b Ok [..] BEHOEH less ZM5fiL, 7o [HEzET 2
TeHDIHHENZ SR, REMIVIERIHoT0E] L) XLEIZAEI DIE, (O
substantially [ K& ]o [...]

([23X TOEIC® Listening & Reading M4 4 Bl [f#% - #3511 p. 137)
lighter, its strength would

(ii) Although a reduction in metal thickness would make the container _____
suffer as a result.

(A) repeatedly (B) regardlessly (C) decreasingly (D) considerably
CEDOIEZOHIRIIEEEZHELCES LI, #RELTLOBREIRIBLRDNLTL L),
IR TR, 7 >~ < ORNLESZ T Although T 2T, &8 OE & OFlHIZ
B BT AHD] L) B EFO% S ICTEAF OB O lighter [ X DL ] B2 0T,

Wl A5 LC [ 1L <] #3325 (D) considerably 2%, [...]
([43% TOEIC® Listening & Reading [E % 6 Bk [#% - ##361] p.51)

2 E B OFHEOBROILE S, B2 MR (R 00, FRIELEIBNT, 510
BT, WEMEBHET Sy BlifAEFEE IR L TBL LB ETHS I,

3) COCA (full text) X, Web ETHRIHITEX2dD L3R L ), FHEENORIED 2 200 75122 % 10
FEPMRE T o TV A, AFTHAT A2 DX, 2 COCA (full text) @ 1990 4725 2012 4EF TD 4
& 4,000 HEEP S5 DTH 5,

4) considerably & slightly {2B LCi&, BEWC W (s.v. considerably) T [![JB0 sk % W56 L Ciiiad L
729, Z2{t% %3 change, vary, improve 7 E OB L IC X CHWSND |, W (s slightly) & T LIE
LIZJE o i 2 BMi$ 5 | Lt ShTwd, Lo L, AFETE, COCA (full text) 2T, &
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DTEOHEEBHEL T2,

5) highly IZB§LCTiZ, [highly &7 + —< V%&ET, W56 S H 2 BAIXEE 2 S EOFIZRS
% (highly evident/*clear/satisfactory/*good; Bolinger, p. 53) ] (JUAK 1987:195) &\ 9 {8fii25dh % 72
ZHZHEH EOBANIS er PR LIS W EWIIREE O H S, F72, AFiTid, O & F T fairly
[ REoBWZEZRTIyAGE ] L LTHo Tidws b oo, Swan (2016) Tt “It does not
suggest a very high degree:” L b L HFREVH W L EZ RS2 VEIERH I TV 5,

6) Web Wi TOTEH (2020/5/24 #72) 2 X A &, COHA X 1810 44472 5 2000 £/ F T 4 fE5EH
COCA 1Z 1990 4EH 5 2019 - F T 10 fEFEBA B A L V),

7) T b EBOF, &L LIS - 559 ] oXE1%, i (2006: 117) OFHBZ22EIT L7,
B, EHRFEEIZD the closest 2HATE & 22 ), [k DHE L30T 2R 3T HBIREREN TS,

(iii) This is the closest we can get to the beach by car. (OALD™, s.v. close)
(ETik, TREVEOE—FITIIATI A

8) HiH 1 the closest # B4 DI AL & I L CHIEZR W X 5 ICbN b5, W - FHH (2018: 20)
T3 the closest Z BlF O FMRIE L2 Twbo 72721, come[get] close to NP @ close 23GATEIIZ 72 -
TVR LV REBRZOLODEZ L TH S,

9) 72721, M¥r (2012: 325) AWML T2 X912, MUA - Yo THERRELZILET AL & TH
FEM9 I the 2317 2 EFERFEREE S HFAET 5,

10) (11) (12) %, ZNENHEBEI/NF7 7L —XF 5 L, the sickest ever, the happiest ever & 72 %,

1) 2o k512, lived DALOBE S T2 & W) EHRIZLETH 5. LTORE (2003) b AEED S
DLl E LTWde ZD&) Rttt 4 THb,

“as + [F#k + as ever + BEDEFH " L VI fiEIE, [ChETDEAL~ELBEENS ...] L
IHRTH B, COWLTIE, ever DD [MEDHF] NEALDIDTH-TH, LIILN%E
FRe A A E s (I [T 2003: 228)
12) 72721, AK - E (2013) T, as..aseverlived # [HEDANIZEITTEST] Lwvw) [H%ED
WME] OBRICBERVETRL, [HEFNICAL R [REboltd] 0L Bk EBOLHIZ
RS NPREVCIRBETEL TS, 22T, JUK-JEE (2013) D) iR EMH LR, BH & DL
ERTAR FROBETH S LT L, LoTC, (19 OF b E EMTIER L [HLE»r>TAT v
TEBALZZEEH LX) ISHim7Z o7 L L, BIEIENEAD L) ICERZZ 72 20 AL FI3Y
FUEENRD20®T, BER 7TV ALEDOL S SHETESEZ LT (FHIZSUEHA) ] (pp
259-260) Lo TWwh, LAL, L, as..aseverlived iICH LT [N EFNICHS ... ORGE %)
MEZVEHWT %, €40, [WETNCRZ .l o TEFR] F [0l BwEE, OF5Lw
BF| (NAF] £7H) OBT [HBOTBLVWEE] THY, [Kd ..J oL LT LbmME—H%
GELEEFHERBES WIS THD, ZOMICHT 22 aarix, WRICES,

13) as ever lived TR TIUL, 2HHD as A% H A2 L30T, JEHUBIZEITL I LHPTE S,
ZD—), as..asWEXLOWND as lZHEH DT DB S (cf. Quirk ef al. (1985: 1138)) . ZDHif, <as
+ o + a+ HEOEO 45 + as ever lived> £ W FEIHTIZ AR L, WTFOXHChsbEBbhs,

(iv) She is a good-hearted critter as ever lived, if she is my sister. (COHA 1845: Fiction)
LaL, JEHEEEEREE A4, (v) O X9 ERTHEEHE 2 Rz 2 A, £HD [1ZEALEK
R3] [as . as L EHELTWE ] L LTHERB LR o720 £oT, DA TEEA LW
ELTWhA, B, <as + Bk +a+ HEILOK + as ever lived> O BEIBO XA EEIL L 72 5 <as +
ik + BEOE O 25 + as ever lived> OFBIIE, #FLT250L LTH#->TW5,

14) He was as brave a man as ever lived. {25t LC, JEGHBEEREO— AL, [TAZBLTZORE - ¥
WE/2722 5 L) BB AL TH S ] LiBRTV5D,
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