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Original Article

The Issue of Post-war Homeless Children:
A Focus on the Survey and Classification of

Osaka’s Street Children at the Umeda Koseikan

HORI Motoki

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

Child protection measures taken in Japan after the war mandated that street children in large
cities were to be temporarily placed under protective custody before being classified into groups
and sent to appropriate facilities. It was hoped that such measures would put an end to the urban
problem of homeless children. This paper aims to focus on the role played by juvenile classification
in the above process in order to elucidate the connections between post-war child protection
efforts and the discipline of psychology. In doing so, this paper will examine the measures taken
by Osaka to protect its street children before the implementation of the Child Welfare Act in 1947.
It was originally thought that atypical situations such as war led to children being left homeless.
However, a survey by Osaka on its street children found that anomalous circumstances like war
exert limited effects on the numbers of urban homeless children and reported aberrant behavior
and deviant personalities in street children. Since this survey was conducted, it has been believed
that the innate personalities of the children caused their homeless circumstances. Given this
understanding, Osaka referred the homeless minors to the Umeda Koseikan to conduct a study
that used psychological techniques to determine the intelligence and personalities of street
children and to ascertain whether the children became homeless due to their innate personalities
or genuinely because of war. By studying the post-war efforts of Osaka to classify its street

children, the present study contributes to resolving the issue of homeless urban children.

Key Words : street children, Osaka Umeda Koseikan, children with atypical personalities
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