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Regional issues confronting the Aonae Kotoshironushi Shrine Festival and their countermeasures
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It has already been twenty-six years since the 1993 southwest-off Hokkaido earthquake and tsunami disrupted the annual Aonae
Kotoshironushi Shrine Festival on the island of Okushiri. Several years after the disaster, the existing parishioner representative
organization was restructured to reduce the management business of the festival, and two groups, specializing in their own
Mikoshi (portable shrine) and dashi (decorated float), were newly established. This organization reform was initially effective in
restoring the festival which continued to be performed for 26 years. It is especially notable that all the magnificent parades
during the festival, consisting of Sarutahiko (an earthly deity), Mikoshi, and dashi, were suddenly canceled in 2019. This
cancellation was partly due to a dwindling birthrate, an aging population, and depopulation, combined with a shift in industrial
structure of the island. However, one of the most important reasons was the sudden dysfunction of the parishioner representatives

in charge of the annual festival. This study describes these regional issues and the countermeasures that residents are taking.
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