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A Study on the Transition of Dozo (Storehouses) in Edo and Tokyo
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Since the Great Fire of Meireki (1657), riversides were the only place where the construction of dozo (storehouse with
mud walls) were allowed in Edo. In the late 17% century, people started to reform and convert the riverside storehouses
as commercial facilities and residences, which was eventually established as dozo-zukuri (house with thick mortar walls),
a fireproof architecture, in the early 18" century. While the fireproof function of dozo-zukuri comes from the closed
nature of dozo, the commercial need for openness contradicted its feature. From mid-19" century till Meiji era, there was
a trend to solve the problem by adding sodegura (attached storehouse), dedicated to preventing fire, to the main dozo-

zukuri building converted as a nuriya (stucco house).
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