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How is water managed as a military resource? To what extent is water management
systematized? It is impossible for an army to take a long battle without water, which is
an indispensable resource for humans. Nonetheless, no research has explored the
importance of water as a military resource and its role in the whole military system,
although various studies on other strategic resources such as oil and iron exist. However,
according to Carl Philipp Gottlieb von Krausewitz’s Center of Gravity (CoG) theory,
water is a resource that can be perceived as a military CoG. Water is not limited to
drinking resources. When water accumulates and becomes a large river, it can be used
as an important military transport route. In addition, when water is stored behind a
dam, it can be used to produce electricity necessary for the munitions industry. If one
country’s army succeeds in paralyzing this kind of water function in an enemy country
during war, it will be very beneficial to the army. Conversely, if this function is disabled
by the army of an enemy country, one’s country will be at a disadvantage. Additionally,
water can be a weapon. If a dam or dike that controls a large volume of water is opened
with destructive intentions, lives and property downstream will be devastated.
International humanitarian law currently prohibits military forces from attacking water
infrastructure in the wartime, and aims to establish water protection norms during war,
by treating water as a humanitarian resource. However, the U.S. military ignores this
movement and conducts war on strategic water infrastructure facilities such as dams
and dikes. In other words, the U.S. military is strengthening military water control. In
this dissertation, I analyzed the historical development of water resources by the army
to understand the tension created between “military use by the army” and “norms of
protection of water during war”. I clarified the historical development of the U.S. Army’s
water control which has strengthened as the U.S. Army has seized pivotal water

management points, effectively placing them under its control. In the process of this



analysis, I discovered that U.S. Army’s water control began with the recognition of rivers
as an important resource for military transport through painful experiences during the
War of 1812 and evolved over time in, for example, World War I1 (1939-45), the Korean
War(1950-53). the Vietnam War (1965-73), the Gulf War (1991), and the Iraqg War(2003-
11) . Its development gradually increased in terms of functions and purposes, starting
with logistics, water supply and sanitation, and destruction of water infrastructures. In

other words, water control has strengthened the U.S. military.



