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The Study of the Shinise (Old- Established Companies)
Investigations of Kyoto Pref.

Osamu Nagashima *

Abstract

In 1968, 1985 and 1986, Kyoto Pref. investigated Shinise (old-established companies),
which had passed more than 100 years since the companies were established in Kyoto Prf.
and continued their business, in order to award them. The three investigations were carried
out on the basis of the same standard without repetition of sampling. If we unify their
results, the companies which had established in the last days of Tokugawa shogunate
occupied the most ratio. According to the result, the companies which had established in the
Meiji era, though the time range of the investigation was short, occupied the second ratio.
Many of them were small, under 10 employees. In proportion to the scale of companies in
Kyoto city, their appearance rate increased and the companies in Kyoto city specialized old-
established companies. Many of them concentrated on Kamigyo Nakagyo and Shimogyo
wards. They were divided into three types: the type of the local area market-oriented
companies supplying the traditional goods (A1), the type of the nationwide market -oriented
companies supplying the traditional goods (A2), the type of the nationwide market-oriented
companies supplying the modern goods (B2). The scale of Al type companies was small and

they were most of old-established companies of Kyoto city.

Keywords:
Business history Kyoto enterprise Kyoto local economy

Old-established company Small and medium-scale enterprise Traditional industry
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