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New Movement on Economic Education
in South Korea

Kwangwoong Bae *

Abstract

In this paper, I will refer to the contents and features on economic education in Korean
middle school. Social studies deal with economic education. As for the order of consideration,
first the reasons and background for the general of 2015 revised educational curriculum
were arranged. Also characteristics of educational goal, contents and method were clarified.

Today, economy, education, politic, mass media, civil society and so on, everything in
Korea is influenced by the dramatic structural change of the contemporary world economy
and society characterized as “the 4th industrial revolution” As the reason and background
for the revision, they are that individuals and nation must defeat international competition
in “the 4th industrial revolution” age.

Characteristics of educational goals, contents, and methods were found to be (1) “fostering
innovative and integrated human resources required from the future society”, and (2)
“embodying happy learning through improving the quality of learning experiences”

Next, on the contents and features of the economic field in the “general society” field of
junior high school social studies (corresponding to civics in Japan), 2015 revised curriculum
and textbooks based on it were analyzed and considered.

As a result, it became clear that the 2015 present revised educational curriculum
inherited the flow of the 2009 previous revised educational curriculum, further accelerating
and satisfying it. The flow is a shift from systematic, comprehensive, knowledge mass
injection type, teacher-driven type to core, carefully selected, learner-oriented type by
emphasizing such as thinking and expression.

Economic education in social studies at junior high school in Korea has become to be
included “fragmentarily” as one partial area of integrated social studies rather than

emphasizing the systematic nature of learning as the total of economic fields.

Keywords:
economic education, Korea’s 2015 revised national curriculum, middle school social studies,

ingenuity integration, “4th Industrial Revolution”
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