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Japanese Deliberative Councils in Political Process:
The Report by the Working Group on Financial Markets
under the Financial System Council in June 2019

Michiya MORI

Abstract

By addressing the conflict over the report among the Shinzo Abe administration, the
Agency, the ruling parties, and the oppositions, which was created by 21 experts and in
process at a council in Financial Service Agency from June to September 2019, this study
examines how Japanese deliberative councils, known as Shingikai, work in the current
Japanese political context. This process, where the report mostly became a controversial
issue in Diet in June, can be regarded as a rare case when compared with those in the
previous studies regarding these councils. This paper, while investigating some materials like
newspapers and parliamentary questions, can mainly show the three implications as follows:
(1) one of the main reasons that the report on future financial service was made a political
issue with Japanese national pension system is that the government has not sufficiently
explained and/or avoided explaining how much people need to put money aside for ages. (2)
Although the administration refused to accept the report, forcing responsibility to the
Agency, because the contents of it did not match their stance regarding the system, such a
reaction, accordingly, had the public focus on the issue against all their expectations. (3) This
case totally tells us that being checked on the report by way of the administration can
increase tension not only between public administration by bureaucrats and expertise by
council members, which most of the prior researches have discussed, but also between

interest by politicians and expertise by the same council members.
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