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Election and Fiscal Reconstruction: Cameron Administration
in the UK and Abe Administration in Japan

Masato KAMIKUBO

Abstract
The David Cameron government in the UK achieved fiscal reconstruction during a five-
year period with no election. On the other hand, in Japan, elections are excessively frequent,
so administrations are short. For that reason, the Abe government tends to give priority to
gaining short-term voter approval through political theatrics, and as a result cannot reduce
the budget deficit. The elections of the two governments are compared here in order to
examine the possibility that elections with retrospective voting could realise fiscal

reconstruction.
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