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Note on the Cash-for-Childcare
in the Nordic Countries

Masatsugu Takeda *

Abstract

The reconciliation between work and family has been an important issue in modern
society. In Western society, parental leave and child daycare service have been seen as two
basic solution for this problem.

But now the third scheme, the cash-for-childcare is attracting public attention. In 1985,
Finland became the first Nordic country to adopt a national cash-for-care system. In the
1990s and 2000s, all Nordic countries have adopted such schemes. Nordic countries have
many similar points in politics and culture, but this cash-for-childcare schemes are very
different in system designs and contents from each other. This note is exploring this
difference by the lens of (1) family models in welfare states, (2) bridging parental leave and
child day-care system. The developing dual-earner dual-carer family model is suitable for

cash-for-childcare schemes, it is my tentative conclusion.
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