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The Role of Vertical Cooperation (Complement) by Prefectures
in Hilly and Mountainous Areas:
A Case Study of Kochi Prefecture’s Approaches to the Local
Community Center in Ishihara District, Tosa Town

Masahiko TSURUYA

Abstract

This article is to describe how the prefectural government uses the vertical cooperation
(complement) to support small-scale local governments in hilly and mountainous areas. In
recent years, Japan's hilly and mountainous areas have been facing critical labor shortages
due to declining birth rate and increasing elderly populations. In addition, rural municipalities
have seen the decline resources especially local taxes and budgets. These towns and villages
stack this cycle, and the prefectural governments have to find a solution to break out of it.
This article will discuss instances of Kochi Prefecture's approaches to the local community
center in Ishihara district, Tosa town. The community center located in the central
mountainous area of Shikoku Island and the town faces serious aging and depopulation
problems. In conclusion, this article will show that impact of the vertical cooperation

(complement) by Kochi prefecture to the community.
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