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Political Power of Nurses: Roles and Influences of Women’s
Professional Group in Japan’s Conservative Politics

Yuki TSUJI

Abstract

Under the Japan's post-war party system, nurses were unique political actors who have
constructed political power and exercised actual influences on policies despite they were
gendered as women. While the conservative Liberal Democratic Party has not fielded much
female candidates for the national elections until recently, the representatives of nurse
organization, affiliated with the LDP, have continued to hold seats in the Diet.

This study examines how nurses could secure their seats in the Diet, and how they
exercised influences in policy making processes. It also investigates how the recent changes
in social, economic, and political structures have affected nurses’ political power. By
employing the concept of gendered opportunity structure, it traces the longitudinal
relationship between the state, the LDP, and nurses as a professional group, which has been
mainly composed of women. It also reviews policy making processes of three cases aimed at
improving working conditions for nurses, in order to grasp the nurses’ influences in it.

The author argues that while policy influences of nurses as specialists seems to have
expanded due to the changes in the societal gendered opportunity structure, such as an
increase in social demands for nursing expertise, nurses’ political power through female Diet
members in the governing party has been constrained in the process of transformation of

organizational structure of the Liberal Democratic Party.
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AR CTIXairfAa e LT, ¥z vy —#&EiE (gendered opportunity structure) &\ #E
%Y 5 (MacCammon et al. 2001). ZHuid, FAEEFHTHV S NS BUARHE SRS
(political opportunity structure) &WIHEE%E, V2 v F—DOWEDPSHERLZDDTH S,
BUBMIHESH S & 13, AL OESITHANDOSINZRAED 5\ ITHHIT 5, BUGREIZBIT 2
HEROZETHY ., LT LLAM, KFEND 2 WVIZERNZHE TR b, HLERED
—EME L7 DL END (Tarrow 1994 : 18). BiAMESHE ORI KIF AT E
AHSEENCSMT 2 FERZRME L. BUAK - BORM A Z R EBI T W2 3. K
GBHIRE SRR O BRI EA T D13, BEMER EOWEI DT 7 L ADHEK, ZHE S DAL E
bt H7% (BUGHIZE Z b 2) WHOER, BUGL) — NHOGRPELL L ETH D
(Tarrow 1994 : 18) o F 72H&EEC & o TEIAMESHENZILT L2 80 H 5,

B LW EES R OMIRICE T 2078, LIFLIEat (723 =X2) EHEHEAE LT
Y EFC&72, LALZENSDE1EH ETLHEBIE L CthES 2> T 212 E S,
METDbDETY 22 —ORADPOHERILT 2D TIEZ V. ZHITHLT, 7=23I=A b
WIEE I ZBUAMIRSHEEE Vo v —OBlEP SBWE L, LS OBIE R BRI ED L9
LB RS2 500, £ EEESED L) ICBIANESEEEZ 2L 2 D02 54T L T
& 72 (Chappell 2002) -

VxS VAR, B BURMSREERELIELIZY = vy — 1k E
NT0BZEIZERT 5. TMAHEEE), L) D7 2 I =X LEBORGIZKE ST
LINETHb, 72 ZIFHEATHIBITLY v — - Fr v THRZOHTH L, B2, B
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D& HFEERGE. X)X MBOULEIC BT 2IBERICL 2 FHEDA A= DI EE 2T,
WORIZE 5 L7 ARDEEREHEIFIZ L > THAF 27— VIO GG DSE L S
BILEICEoTHARIIBASN/IZODTHS (FIL 2019 : 264-266) -

b —o, BREFHEREDBEBRTENTIR S 2VOIZAARTF (LT, HR) Thb,
1877 4F, TURFilF 2 IR AL S M- EA A H RO & Th 5 08, R4 IR &
Db ) 25RO, FOKFEENZ S L THARDPZEOMES N2 D 2 XHETH 2 Z L 2R T
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FEf L LTI VWIGAT CEEG AR L 722 & IR L W) Bl OE - FHAHN T2
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