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Comparison between Policy Evaluation and EBPM

Atsushi KONISHI

Abstract

When comparing policy evaluation with Evidence Based Policy Making (EBPM)
conducted in Japan, the following differences are evident. However, there is no fixed
definition in EBPM. Regarding implementation, the basis for implementing policy evaluation
is a law on policy evaluation conducted by administrative agencies. The basis for
implementing EBPM is a cabinet decision. The basis of policy evaluation is higher in
democratic legitimacy and the degree of difficulty in reforming (rigidity as a system). The
objectives of policy evaluation are (1) promotion of effective and efficient administration and
(2) thorough accountability to the public. The purpose of EBPM can be understood to be
almost the same as both of these. The executing agency for policy evaluation is the
administrative body. The main body of EBPM is all policy-makers. Both are overlap; but
there are some differences. ‘Policies’ in a broad sense that are subject to policy evaluation
includes all of ‘policies’ (narrow sense), ‘measures, and ‘office work. However, recurrent
internal administration is not included in the ‘policy.” On the other hand, the target of EBPM
is “all activities of government agencies.” Standard methods for policy evaluation are policy
analysis, performance measurement, and program evaluation. In EBPM, there is no standard
method established at present. Many of the practical examples seem to use logic models. As
described above, when comparing policy evaluation and EBPM, the objectives and subjects

are virtually the same; but the targets and methods are different.
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