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A Study on Unions of Policy Preferences in Kyoto City

Takahiro KIMURA

Abstract

This study indicates two points: one is that people rarely distinguish parties by their
preference on issues and the other is that union of issues tend to soften the impact of
preference on single issue. In Japanese local elections, voters’ interests on administrative
services tend to be high and incline toward the expansion. However, their preferences on
issues tend to have little impact on local elections. On the “Issue Voting,” the work by Butler
and Stokes is well-known. It shows the importance of the difference of parties for voters to
distinguish the one party to others. This paper argues a relationship between party
recognition and issue preferences using the online survey data of people in Kyoto City. Issue
preferences is thought to affect to party identification in Japan, however, factor analyses in
this paper shows that people rarely distinguish parties by their preference on issues.
Moreover, this paper concludes that a union of issues soften the impact of single preference
even though some individual preferences help people to distinguish parties. This kind of the
relationship may bring incremental change to Japanese Municipalities where people have

multiple interests on administrative services.
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