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A Challenge of an Empirical Analysis of the Size and Democracy:
Democratic Effects Made by the Merge of Local Governments
in Kyoto Prefecture

Hiroshi MURAYAMA

Abstract

The basic question of this study is “How did the merge of local governments in Kyoto
Prefecture make any positive effect in the democratic system of the relationships between
the regional governments and the inhabitants?” In general, it is emphasized that the merge of
local governments weakens local democracy in amalgamated governments. However, it may
be found that not only negative effects but also positive effects for local democracy are
derived from the merge of local governments. Then the subject of this study is the influence
towards democracy caused by the change of the size of fundamental factors such as a
population and an area that a government based on. The academic significance of this study
is the originality of operational conceptualization for measuring the prescribed characteristics
of the merge of local governments on the basis of the theoretical background of Dahl's Size
and Democracy and Dahl's Polyarchy. The research comes to the conclusion that this new
measurement is useful to evaluate the democratic effect of the merge of local government

from the view point of the size and democracy.
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