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How Do We Research Modern Japanese Diplomacy?:
A Study Focusing on the Autonomy of the MOFA

Shinsuke TAKEMOTO

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study modern Japanese diplomatic research methods.
Previous research related to this subject has focused primarily on politicians, not on
diplomats or the ministry of foreign affairs (MOFA).

The content of this paper is based on the theory proposed by Minoru Shimamoto. From
that perspective, this paper reviews previous research on Japanese modern diplomacy.
Through this review, this paper infers that in modern Japanese diplomacy, the political
influence of the MOFA may be greater than that of politicians. This is because, after the
Cold War, the MOFA follows the standard operating procedures (SOP) it has set. This
paper examines the changes in the career paths of Japanese diplomats that occurred after
the Cold War. After the Cold War, MOFA created a specific group to make policy decisions.

This paper therefore concludes that, in contemporary Japanese diplomacy research, the

MOFA should necessarily be made the subject of further research.
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