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Difference between City and Town:
What Is the Difference in Effect?

Atsushi KONISHI

Abstract

In Japan, basic municipalities are categorized as cities, towns, and villages. Since the
institutional differences between towns and villages are small, here, villages will be discussed
in the within the context of towns. Conditions for differentiation were relaxed as one of the
central governments’ incentives to promote municipal mergers. However, no such mitigation
measure in effect now that the policy of actively promoting mergers is over. There is an
important difference between cities and towns in terms of welfare offices, both in terms of
their organization and affairs, and perhaps also financially. However, these differences can be
nullified by a town voluntarily setting up a welfare office. In fact, 43 towns have established
welfare offices. Besides this, the impact of delegation of authority to the city, under the
Second Decentralization Act is significant, and by sector, in cities there is a lot of clerical
work in areas such as consumer protection, environment, industrial development, city
planning, etc. In addition, there are differences between cities and towns in the promotion of
shopping streets, administrative work for cultural property protection, and public elections.
However, looking at the per capita expenditure, there is no big major difference between
large towns and small cities. When authority is transferred from a prefecture to a town
according to the ordinance, the difference between the town and the city becomes smaller.
Generally speaking, the difference between cities and towns in Japan is that the condition of

having a population is of 50,000 or more, but the difference in effectiveness is not very large.
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