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The Restoration of Old Christian Buildings as Landmarks
of a Commercial Area: Union Church and
St. Mary’s Hall in Shanghai

Since the 1990s, in accordance with economic development promoted by the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), some religious sites, especially Buddhist temples and Daoist shrines
which are closely related to Chinese history and culture, have become resources for the
redevelopment of tourism and commercial areas. This change is huge because religion and
religious sites have been separated from other social spaces under the religious policy conducted
by the CCP, which aims to control religion so as not to threaten the stability of the regime and
society. However, as the CCP started to give the highest priority to economic development,
religious sites have become a resource for tourism and commercialism. However, Christian
religious sites, especially Protestant ones, had not been seen as resource for a long time because
of their limited connection with Chinese tradition or culture, their negative history linked to
Western colonialism in the modern era, and the CCP’s stance against rapid growth in numbers of
Protestants. However, this has changed since the 2000s in Shanghai, which is the leading
economic city in China. This article analyzes two cases of restoration of old church buildings
which were built during the concession period. These church buildings were reconstructed in the
2000s and 2010s and became landmarks of the commercial area. This change is significant within
the context of religious policy and the positioning of the Protestant Church in Chinese modern
history, but at the same time, those church buildings are now completely disassociated from

religion, unlike in the cases of Buddhist and Daoist sites.

(MURAKAMI, Shiho, Research Fellow, Institute for Christian Studies, Meiji Gakuin University)
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