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abstract

In 1880 the Tokyo publisher Stzanbo offered a new Hokusai book for sale, Ehon Toshisen
gogon zekku, based on hanshita-e prepared by Hokusai forty years earlier. (See Ebil609 and
Ebil673). It is a prime example of Hokusai’s ‘Chinese’ style. Only five copies have been
identified abroad; in Japan five copies have been identified so far. There are just four brief
references to it in the Western literature on Hokusai. Hillier did not know it. Why has this fine
Hokusai book been neglected? This article introduces the book, explores its publishing history
and speculates on the reasons for its neglect.
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Edmond de Goncourt .
1896 (Paris, France) Hokousai (pp. 210-211)

T —)UidAseeh Mhirty years after the death of Hokusai, in 1879,
two volumes based on his designs were published, the Ehon
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Descriptive Catalogue of
Japanese and Chinese
lllustrated Books (pp. 260-
261)

Keniji Toda

1981 (Chicago, USA)

EE51F TEAREFE) z TEHERA) SRAUTESRLTWS,
Yehon Toshi-sen (9).

Katsushika Hokusai, artist. TOkyd, Kobayashi Shinbei, publisher.
1880.

Two volumes, complete. 23.5 x 16 cm. Sheets numbered. Vol. 1:
29 sheets; 29 illustrations. Vol.2: 29 sheets; 29 illustrations.

This set contains go-gon zekku.

Hokusai and his school:
paintings, drawing and
illustrated books (p. 137,
no. 97)

Forrer, van Gulik and
1982 | Kaempfer
(Haarlem, Netherlands)
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Richard Lane

1989 1 (New York, USA)

310, no. 273)

Hokusai; Life and Work (p. | &
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